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Your 
Potentate
Spring has sprung and I 
hope you’re excited for the 
new opportunities in our 
future.  I welcome this time 
of year.  The flowers begin 
to bloom, the birds seem 

to chirp louder, and many people are planning their 
Easter and summer vacation.  

The first quarter of 2023 has passed, and it is time 
for Shriners to prepare for exciting events that 
await you.  When you receive this edition, it will 
be time for the Oasis Friends and Family event at 
the Great Wolf Lodge on April 28-30.  This event 
is designed to allow families to enjoy time with 
friends and family at a discounted price.  The Great 
Wolf Lodge offers family games, activities and 
events for adults and children.  This year, Masons 
in North Carolina celebrate the 150-year birth of 
our Masonic Home for Children.  I could not think 
of a better way to begin the celebration than to 
invite our kids to join our group.  I called Noble 
Brother Kevin Otis, and he was onboard with the 
idea.  The kids are very excited as I have been told 
they have wanted to go to the Great Wolf Lodge for 
many years. Please call Oasis Headquarters if you 
would like to help sponsor our kids for this event.  
Oasis will provide transportation, food, snacks 
and lodging.  If you can’t join us at the Great Wolf, 
please consider making a financial contribution.  IF 
additional money is received, Oasis will donate to 
the Masonic Home for Children.  I hope that each 
of you will consider making a personal donation to 
help celebrate our kids.

Many units have been parading this spring.  I 
want to say thank you to each of our members 
who are involved in Units.  You work very hard to 
keep your uniforms and equipment in excellent 
condition.  You continue to bring smiles to the 
faces of children and families when you parade.  
There is something special about participating in 
a parade.  To see a smile as a child points at a unit 
or one of our clowns in a parade is priceless.  This 
is why we do what we do.  You can’t put a price on 
this reaction.  I challenge each of you to consider 
joining a unit if you are not currently a member of 
one. The more you get involved, the more you will 
enjoy being a Shriner.

Lady Leah and I have visited several Shrine Clubs 
during the first quarter of 2023.  Thank you to 
everyone who has welcomed us.  It is such an 
exciting journey as we try to plan our schedules to 
visit your clubs and units.  

Don’t forget our upcoming Paper Crusade 
during the first weekend in May.  Thank you to 
Noble Jason Whitley, Noble Nick Weider, and 
Lady Edie Wilson.  Each of these individuals has 
worked hard to ensure our papers will be ready 
and delivered to each of you who placed an 
order.  Many of you often say that you cannot 
find a location that will allow you to hand out the 
papers.  I understand that many locations do not 
allow this type activity.  I challenge you to ask 
your local doctor and pediatrician offices if they 
will allow you to leave some papers.  There are 
many locations that hand out free papers.  Ask to 
see if you can place a few papers out for others 
to view.  The goal is to spread the message of 
the medical services offered by our Shriners 
Children’s medical facilities.  I appreciate your 
hard work to share these papers.  This is a great 
hospital fund raiser.  

I hope each of you are preparing to attend 
the ceremonial in Mt Airy, NC.  This is our first 
ceremony and will be held June 2 and 3, 2023.  
We have a great team in place working hard to 
prepare a great event.  You will want to attend 
on Friday night as we will have a live band, bon 
fire, fishing, corn hole and BBQ.  This is going 
to be a country hoedown on a farm.  You do not 
want to miss this weekend.  Saturday, nobles will 
meet at the Andy Griffith playhouse and create 
new Shriners.  Ladies are invited to attend the 
first section of this ceremony then walk across 
the street for a luncheon.   Nobles will eat after 
the ceremony, and we will get ready for a great 
parade.  I hope all parade units are ready to 
show Mayberry who Oasis Shriners are.  I know 
this will be a great event.   Please check out the 
Oasis website for more information on rooms and 
rates.  Saturday evening will be a great time and 
I hope all nobles and ladies will stay and enjoy 
the events.  The Extraordinaires will be at the 
amphitheater on this evening.  We have a fun-
filled weekend planned.  I hope to see you there.

Don’t forget the Imperial Session being held 
in Charlotte on July 2-6, 2023.  This will be an 
exciting week.  All Shriners are invited to attend 
the events each day.  Please call Oasis Shrine 
Center if you need a room for overnight stay.  I 
need to know your intentions as soon as possible.  

I hope our parade units are planning to participate 
in this parade.  This is your time to show the world 
what Oasis Shriners can do.  I am proud of each 
of you.  I hope you and your units will plan to 
participate at the Imperial Session in July.

If you have not registered for the Potentate trip to 
Alaska in July, please join us.  You need to register 
by the end of April as we are getting airline tickets.  
This will be an amazing trip and we are very 
excited for each of you to join us.  

I am so honored to serve you.  There are many 
things happening in Oasis.  I encourage each of 
you to find good people to become Shriners.  Live 
a life so that others will want to be like you.  Ask 
others why they are not Shriners.  Membership 
is my priority this year.  Let’s work together to 
grow our fraternity in 2023.  You are the best 
advertisement we have.  Be the reason that 
someone wants to be a Master Mason and a 
Shriner.  May God bless each of you and your 
families.  Please call or email me if I can assist you, 
your club or unit.

Illustrious Sir Doug Garland and Lady Leah
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Your 
Recorder

On the Cover   
Noble Howard Keyes is pictured with one of 
the hundreds of children he got to know. Over 
a period of about ten years he made 252 trips 
carrying precious cargo to Shriners Children’s 
in Greenville, Philadelphia and Cleveland. 
“When you ride for several hours with a child, 
you get to know them pretty good. They were 
all just marvelous children.”

Noble Howard and Lady Shirley are members 
of Land of the Sky Shrine Club. He turns 92 
this month. Happy birthday, Howard, and 
congratulations on your years of service to 
Shriners and our Shrine Kids.

Correction:  The Noble pictured with Kaleb 
and his Mom on the front of the March issue is 
Noble Larry Frank from the Lexington Shrine 
Club. He is the one who provided us with most 
of the pictures from the Potentate’s Ball and 
the Jim Turner Car show. 

Hello Nobles, Ladies, 
and friends of the Shrine. 

What’s the recurring 
question at this time you 
might be asking…why 
haven’t I received my 
2023 dues card sticker 

bar?  Shriners International is trying to phase 
out the hard membership card due to the ever 
increasing costs.  There is an app (of course) 
entitled “MyFezCard” which, once you enter your 
Shriner information, will automatically update 
your dues card for presentation (via your phone) 
at Shrine events.  This card is colored black on 
the app, and this is the preferred ongoing dues 
card process.  You can also take a picture of the 
front and back of your older gold dues card, and 
present those for event entry.  We have a limited 
number of 2023 sticker bars for those cards, so 
just call the Oasis front office to request one.  

As I work with the Oasis front office in the 
transportation of our most important Shriners’ 
Children’s patients, I am reminded of the tireless 
dedication of our Oasis Tripsters.  Please 
understand that in my monthly messages I am 
not trying to single out any person or group 
within Oasis or the Shrine in general, but as I deal 
with members and friends of our outstanding 
fraternity, I hope that you will allow me to share 
those experiences with you.  As I was saying, 
as I have dealt with members of the Tripsters 
in the past, I was reminded how hard they and 
all our members work in the support of our 
fraternity and philanthropy.  Practically all this 
work is behind the scenes where they seek no 
recognition or compensation for their untiring 
efforts.  Periodically I would like to use this 
column to express my sincere appreciation for 
the work our Shrine family does, and this month 
my “victim” (smile) is the Tripsters.  Thank you 
folks and like those that have gone before you, 
please remain ever vigilant to your cause. It is 
greatly appreciated!

Everyone, please feel free to send me examples 
of other Shriner “acts of courage” that we 
sometimes take for granted in the service of our 
Hospital kids, just because we have been doing 
them unselfishly for so long.  There are so many 
facets to our fraternity and philanthropy that 
might individually seem small, but when taken 

in totality truly do change the lives of those who 
have been given so many, many challenges.

And finally, things are going well here at Oasis, 
and, it’s that time of year again for all clubs/
units to have submitted their annual financials 
to Oasis.   Any clubs/units that have any 
outstanding reports needed by Oasis should 
be contacting our new Treasurer, Noble Bill 
DePriest, treasurer@oasisshriners.org  or Lori 
Prockup, accounting@oasisshriners.org, as soon 
as possible.  Take care until next month, and 
remember, the work you do for our fraternity 
and philanthropy is sincerely appreciated and is 
essential to our hospital kids.

Gary Taylor

NOTICE: 
The Potentate has appointed a committee to 
study potential future options for the Desert 
Dust with the goal of increasing efficiency 
of the publication and distribution of both 
the traditional hard copy mailings and the 
electronically available version. The committee 
will report its findings at the April 2023 Divan 
Meeting, which will be voted upon in the May 
Stated Meeting. 

Reminder  
All ads & articles for the May edition of the 
Desert Dust must be submitted to Edie Wilson 
at Ediewilson7@gmail.com by April 20.

Upcoming Events

May 19th, 2023

May 6th, 2023

Catawba County SC Car Show

Red Fez Shrine Club Derby Party

SEE PAGE 17

SEE PAGE 22

May 27th, 2023
CMSC Rodeo
SEE PAGE 15

May 13th, 2023
Bluegrass Jam Meet & Greet
SEE PAGE 4

May 6th, 2023
Mecklenburg Shrine Club Derby Party
SEE PAGE 4

2nd Sunday of each month
Mecklenburg SC Cruise-In
SEE PAGE 14

The Desert Dust
Illustrious Sir Doug Garland, Potentate

604 Doug Mayes Place, Charlotte, NC 28262
Phone: 704-549-9600
OasisShriners.org

2023 DIVAN
Chief Rabban - Shea Fadel 
Assistant Rabban - Chris Hall
High Priest and Prophet - Tim Farris 
Oriental Guide - Donnie Wrenn
Treasurer - Bill Depriest
Recorder - Gary Taylor PP
1st Ceremonial Master - Scottie Cox
2nd Ceremonial Master - John G. Cable
Director - Jimmy Owen
Marshal - Tom Bridges
Captain of the Guard - Jack Wallace
Outer Guard - Benjamin Hamilton
John Stanley (PP-1997) - Chaplain

Editor
Edie Wilson - Ediewilson7@gmail.com
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Oasis Shriners
Schedule

APRIL
15th 	 Shriner Days Greenville 
20th 	 Divan meeting (2nd Qtr 'Stated') 
28th-29th	 Oasis Friends and Family Event -  
	 Great Wolf Lodge

MAY
5th-6th 	 Paper Crusade
18th	 Divan Meeting
28th	 Charlotte 600 NASCAR Race - 		
	 Charlotte, NC

JUNE
2nd-4th 	 Spring Ceremonial - 			 
	 Relax in Mayberry, Mt. Airy NC
16th	 Divan Meeting - 	 Red Fez SC
17th	 Family Fun Day / 1-day Ceremonial  
	 Red Fez Shrine Club, Lake Wylie SC

JULY
2nd-6th 	 Imperial Session -	Charlotte, NC
2nd or 3rd	 Independence at Oasis Dinner - 		
	 Grand Master Dinner - Oasis SC
13th	 Divan Meeting (3rd Qtr 'Stated') 
14th-15th	 Grandfather Mountain - 1-day 		
	 Ceremony - Linville, NC 
22nd-30th	 Potentate Trip - Alaska
 
AUGUST
4th-6th	 80's Flashback - 1-day 			 
	 Ceremony - Franklin, NC
11th 	 Shrine 100 Race - 
	 Gastonia Speedway

Subject to Change

16th	 Divan Meeting 
25th-27th	 Summer Ceremonial -
	 Asheboro, NC

SEPTEMBER
22nd 	 Divan Meeting 
21st-24th	 SASA - Myrtle Beach, SC

OCTOBER
20th	 Divan Meeting (4th Qtr 'Stated') - 	
	 Oasis Shrine Center
11th	 Oasis Shrine Circus - 
	 The Fieldhouse, Greensboro NC 
13th-14th	 Oasis Shrine Circus - 
	 Cabarrus Arena, Concord NC 
13th-14th 	 150th Masonic Homecoming - 
	 Oxford NC

NOVEMBER
10th-11th	 Oasis Military Veterans Event  	
	 and Black Tie Ceremony -
	 Oasis Shrine Center
16th 	 Divan Meeting 

DECEMBER
2nd	 Oasis Shriners Annual Meeting 	
	 & 2024 Officer's Elections - 
	 Oasis Shrine Center at 3pm
9th	 Cat Sqaure C - 1-day Ceremony 	
	 Cat Square
14th	 Divan Meeting

JANUARY 2024
5th 	 Club & Units Appreciation Night -	
	 Oasis Shrine Center
6th	 Installation 2024 Potentate - 	
	 Oasis Shrine Center

149th Kentucky Derby 
@ Mecklenburg Downs 

Saturday, May 6th, 2023 
3:30 – 8:00 PM 

 
JOIN US TO BREAK OUT THE  

BIG HATS, BOWTIES & BOURBON 
 

MINT JULEPS    PRIZES FOR BEST HAT 
SOUTHERN FARE   FOR LADIES & MENS 
     BEST TABLE DÉCOR AWARD 

 
Social with appetizers starting at 3:30 PM 

   Dinner served at 5:30 PM     Cost $30.00 per person 
 
Hosted by Mecklenburg Shrine Club, 5200 Mecklenburg Shrine 
Rd., Charlotte NC 
 
RSVP to 704-591-1652 or 704-517-6806 or make your 
reservation at https://mecklenburgshrineclub.com under events 
via EventBrite 

  

www.shrinershq.org 

If you have not signed up for Shriners Village, 
do so today.

Shriners Village is a website designed to keep members of Shrine International
up to date on all aspects of Shrinedom.  
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Greetings again from the Oasis Historical Preservation Society. This 
month we will showcase the Potentate’s lineage of Past Potentate IS 
Tommy Helms. His lineage begins with IS Arthur J. Crampton, who 
was first elected to the Divan in 1907 as Oriental Guide and served 
as Potentate in 1911. We mentioned in the last article that you would 
be seeing his name again. Of the six lines at Oasis, IS Arthur J. 
Crampton is the father of five of them. Of the five, this is the only line 
that includes IS Dr. Clyde Ellsworth Cotton. The following table lists 
the Helms line in its entirety.

IS Joseph Sidney Winget made two appointments in 1937 due to his 
removal of First Ceremonial Master Benjamin Cone from the line. 
They were Charles F. Shuman and Joe M. Bryan. We cannot find any 
details of why IS Winget removed Noble Cone from the moving line 
other than this snippet from the March 1937 Desert Dust:

“To begin with, on this beautifully clear and crispy morning, let us call 
your attention to the mast head above. You will note a change in the 
executive committee of DESERT DUST. You will also not a change 
in the Divan line-up – a stepping up of each appointive officer. 
These are the doings of our Potentate, Sid Winget, and many are 
the expressions of entire satisfaction, by the Nobility, regarding the 
manner in which Sid has grabbed the reins and gone to work.”

The change in the executive committee of DESERT DUST refers to 
the removal of an associate editor, who had been appointed the prior 
year and who was not a Shriner or a Mason.

IS John Hasty Stanley, long-time Oasis and Imperial Chaplin, was not 
the first member of his family to be appointed to the Divan. His great 
uncle, Noble John N. Hasty, was appointed Outer Guard by IS James 
Legrand Everette in 1926. Sadly, he passed away in office in March 
1932 while serving as Chief Rabban.

Most of the Potentates in this line have Gaston County ties. Two of 
them, IS Tommy Helms and IS Todd Ham, are members and Past 
Captains of the Oasis Drum & Bugle Corps. That is a perfect segway 
into this month’s trivia contest. A special prize will be awarded to the 
first correct answer we receive for the following two-part question:

The Oasis Drum & Bugle Corp actually started as the Oasis Drum 
Corps.  What year were the Oasis Drum Corps introduced and who 
was the first Captain? Bonus question, what year were the Bugles 
added?

Please send your answers to the following email address: oasishps@
gmail.com. * Oasis Shrine employees, Oasis Historical Preservation 
Society, current or past members of the Drum & Bugle Corps and 
Oasis Divan members are not eligible for this contest. Good Luck!

Yours in the Faith,

Oasis Historical Preservation Society

YEAR 
POTENTATE
2021
2015
2006
1997
1988
1980
1973
1965
1958
1950
1944
1937
1930
1924
1918
1911

OASIS 
NUMBER
37342
31353
32524
24020
17757
14637
14746
11608
9171
8311
2382
1908
1094
210
1577
924

*
*
*
*
*
*
*
*
*
*
*
*
* Deceased

NAME
THOMAS RAY HELMS, III
JEFFREY TODD HAM
BILLY LESTER FARRIS
JOHN HASTY STANLEY
JAMES EVERETT FULGHUM
GEORGE ROBERT CURRENCE
DAVID WILLIAM SMITH, JR.
HARRY MILLER BRYANT
WILLIAM THEODORE SPENCER, JR.
JOHN CURTIS ROBERTS
CHARLES FRANKLIN SHUMAN
JOSEPH SIDNEY WINGET
WILLIAM YOUNG WARREN
JOSEPH D. ELLIOTT
DR. CLYDE ELLSWORTH COTTON
ARTHUR J. CRAMPTON

Illustrious Sir Tommy Helms’
Potentate’s Lineage

Oasis Shriners Potentate’s Lineage
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Noble Marty Wilson has been showing up as St. Patrick himself 
for over 30 years– entertaining at parties and posing for pictures 
at parades and senior centers. His costume is always unbeatable!
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Pirate ship and Veterans table tied for first place.

Our thanks to Lady Dawn 
Sanderson for sharing these 
pictures of men at play!

Red Fez changes the game: men decorating tables 
We know we have wonderful Shriners at the Red Fez but who knew they were so creative! Great group of men supporting 
their Ladies Auxiliary! 
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Oasis Shriner visits from Alaska
It wasn’t just any meeting at James K. Polk Lodge. 
A large crowd gathered for a meal with Noble Tom 
Stroozas.

From time to time, Tom and his family come South to 
get a little sunshine. He left three feet of snow in his 
driveway back in of Anchorage, Alaska. 

Brother Tom spent time with his friends and brought 
everyone up to date on his Masonic duties in Alaska.

Pictured right Worshipful Master Dale Bruck 
welcomes Tom to Pineville and James K. Polk Lodge 
#759 AF&AM.

Tom’s Masonic duties in Alaska include the following:
Kachemak Bay Masonic Club, President 2014-2020
Kachemak Bay Lodge #UD, Master 2021
Kachemak Bay Lodge #24, Charter Master 2022
Grand Lodge of Alaska Grand Sr. Deacon, Grand Jr. 
Deacon, Grand Orator, Grand Lecturer
Grand Lodge of Alaska DDGM District 2 2023
Grand Lodge of Alaska Photographer

Official Grand Lodge Representative to the Grand 
Lodge of NC and SC
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"Bring your sunscreen,"
advises Director Jimmy Owen

Oasis leadership attends Spring SASA
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Totally awesome Nobles from the Smoky Mountain Shrine Club: President 
Gregg Jones as the Native American, Treasurer Andrew Norton as the Law 
Enforcement Officer, Dave "Thumper" Linn as the Construction Worker, 
Shawn Cobb as the Navy Sailor and Ron Hensley as The American Cowboy

Get ready for the 80's Flashback 
Weekend 
This summer we are planning to have nothin' but a good time for a great cause 
in Franklin, NC! This year's annual 80's Flashback Weekend, always the first 
weekend of August, is an annual fundraiser for Shriners Children's Greenville and 
is going to be the best, yet!

The fundraiser is a two-day event that kicks off on Friday August 4th at Currahee 
Brewing Company, where we will feature the #1 Tom Petty & The Heartbreakers 
tribute band "The Mad Hatters." There will be a variety of activities for all to enjoy-
from dancing to drawings!

Saturday morning August 5 the second event of the fundraiser is the 9th 
Annual 80's Flashback 5K hosted along the Little Tennessee River of Franklin's 
Greenway. There will be awards given out for the overall winners and age group 
winners (Individuals can register through RunSignup.com). After the 5K we will be 
hosting Oasis Shriners Installation at Junaluskee Masonic Lodge that afternoon 
(50 Church Street Franklin, NC), please watch for information about the Oasis 
Shriners Installation in the near future. 

One of the highlights of the annual 80's Flashback Weekend is the Saturday 
Flashback Parade beginning at 6pm along Main Street. The 80's Flashback 
Parade is different from many other parades hosted throughout the US because 
awards are given out to the top three best 80's themed parade entries. This 
year's parade is going to be even  more special because it will include various 
Oasis Clubs, various Shrine Clubs from the southeast, and the best part will be 
seeing the newly installed Nobles walking down Main Street for a great cause. 

The 80's Flashback Weekend will finish up at Lazy Hiker Brewing Company, 
where the "Totally Awesome 80's Party featuring 80z Nation" will take place at 
7:30pm on the lawn at the brewery. The band 80z Nation will have you dancing 
and singing and have you feeling like it's 1980 something! 

100% of the proceeds raised from the annual 80's Flashback Weekend will be 
donated to Shriners Children's Greenville from the Smoky Mountain Shrine Club 
and the residents/guests of Franklin, NC.
To make the 80's Flashback Weekend a successful fundraiser for Shriners 
Children's Greenville we had to host an early "Kickstarter Campaign" event 
called "Cabin Fever." This annual event is always hosted the last Saturday night 
of February at Currahee Brewing Company and for many years was a "Shake 
Away Those Winter Blues" theme until this year when it became a 70's theme 
event because you gotta have the 1970's in order to have the 1980's. This year's 
Kickstarter Campaign was a great time for all who attended--from 70's karaoke to 
the special appearance of "The Village Idiots" who performed the dance moves 
to the 70's dance classic "YMCA." 

For information about the annual 80's Flashback Weekend please email: 
bringingit2life@gmail.com or call 828.421.7637 We are looking forward to seeing 
you this summer! Be there or be square.
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John Stanley, Chaplain

In the Bible, the Apostle Paul tells us to “pray 
without ceasing.”  This doesn’t mean we need 
to have our heads bowed, hands folded, and 
eyes closed all day while we pray.  Instead, we 
are to think of our talks with God as open-ended 
conversations. At any point in the day, both of 
you are welcome to jump back in. In a sense, our 
prayers have no end.

One of the more popular prayers in our society is 
known as the Serenity Prayer.  Records from Alcoholics Anonymous show 
that Dr. Reinhold Niebuhr of Union Theological Seminary, NYC, composed 
it in 1932 as the ending to a longer prayer.  The longer prayer follows:

God, grant me the Serenity
To accept the things I cannot change...
Courage to change the things I can,
And Wisdom to know the difference.
Living one day at a time,
Enjoying one moment at a time,
Accepting hardship as the pathway to peace.
Taking, as He did, this sinful world as it is,
Not as I would have it.
Trusting that He will make all things right

if I surrender to His will.
That I may be reasonably happy in this life,
And supremely happy with Him forever in the next.

The shorter version that is in use today in many of our institutions is:

God, grant me the Serenity
To accept the things I cannot change...
Courage to change the things I can,
And Wisdom to know the difference. 

So, maybe we want to memorize the shorter, more popular version, as 
we go about our day ‘praying without ceasing.’  We wish you blessings 
and peace.

John Stanley, is Chaplain of Oasis, and Chaplain of South Atlantic Shriners. He served 
as Imperial Chaplain when Imperial Sir Al Madsen was Imperial Potentate. John can 
be reached at: jhstanley1965@gmail.com.

Praying without ceasing
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The three hospitals our Tripsters serve Greenville          Dayton          Philadelphia

2022 Van Trips and Mileage:
HOSPITAL			   TRIPS			   MILEAGE
Greenville			   66			   19,604
Dayton				   8			   8,366
Philadelphia			   3			   3,821  
 
2023 Van Trips and Mileage:
HOSPITAL			   TRIPS			   MILEAGE
Greenville			   8			   2,499
Dayton				   2			   2,109   
                     
There are 5 current areas for active Tripster drivers:
Charlotte area				   19 drivers  -  3 hospital vans
Avery/Mountain area			   10 drivers  -  2 hospital vans
Macon area				    4 drivers  -  1 hospital van
Catawba area				    9 drivers  -  1 hospital van
Triad Area				    5 drivers  -  1 hospital van 
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Submitted by Noble Tripster Dave Mahan

Tripsters on the move

Well, it’s 4am and Tripster Wayne Millis is pulling into Tripster Dave Mahan’s driveway. 
Wayne quickly (although still half asleep) grabs his jacket and crawls into Dave’s truck with 
a cup of coffee and an early morning greeting.

Dave starts driving the first leg of their semi-monthly trip to Charlotte and then to Green-
ville to transport a Shriners Children’s patient and their mother (and often siblings) for the 
appointed doctor visit at the hospital. The first leg is about 76 miles and generally involves 
beating the traffic through Shelby and Gastonia before too many wrecks occur. Once we 
get to the Oasis Shrine Center, we than have to go through the exercise of remembering 
the code to get in the building and collect our clipboard with patient info and the all-impor-
tant van keys. After closing up properly, we go to the van and start the paperwork…milage 
at start, time, etc. After loading up the patient’s address in our phone’s Google maps, we’re 
off to pick them up. 

Sleepy kids usually come running out to meet us with Mom locking up behind. After a short 
meet and greet, the van is loaded and now the second leg of the trip begins as we head 
back down I-85 through Gastonia, never-ending road construction and Greenville’s heavy 
traffic. Around 115 miles later, we are walking into Shriner’s Greenville. Mom looks a little 
worried but the kids are ready to go. They know where they’re going and it’s not long be-
fore they are checked in and off to their appointment. We also check in with the desk and 
turn in any can tabs we’ve collected for the hospital.

This is when Wayne and I find those local biscuits then go up to the Road Runner Lounge 
(Most other temples call their transportation units Road Runners) where an easy chair, a 
snack or two and the computer awaits us for our check-in. Of course, ALL of this time, 
Wayne and I are enjoying the banter and side cracks that we often express to each other 
during these trips. 

Often we’ll talk with other Road Runners from different Shrine Centers and trade Potentate 
pins--and a few stories about what we’ve been up to. The comradery is pretty cool and so 
are the Nobles we get to meet. Then the phone rings and we are summoned to the front as 
our patients are done with their visit and ready to head back home. We generally stop for 
lunch then and get the family whatever they’d like to eat. However, I must say that 
Chick-Fil-A seems to be our patients’ number one choice. 

So the third leg of the trip sends us back to the patient’s house. The kids are out and Mom 
is just trying to unload and corral them. All are pretty happy to be home by this time and we 
help where we can and then bid them a good day. Back to the Shrine Center where, if we 
get back in time and after we gas up the van, we turn the paperwork and keys back in to 
the office. 

We have a pretty good system as Wayne does most of the paperwork and navigation while 
I do most of the driving. As soon as we clear the Shrine Center we head back home. When 
we are close to home, we generally have a sigh of relief as we are closing in on finishing 
another great trip for the kids and a good time and fellowship with our noble partners. It’s 
usually a 12-14 hour day for us but it’s all worth it as we get to see first-hand how our pa-
tients are treated and how much they appreciate Shriners Children’s. I wouldn’t trade the 
experience for the world!
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Did you know the Shrine Hospital Trailer 
is available for your public fund raising 
or awareness events? Noble Sam Moody 
has generously agreed to volunteer his 
time and energy to transport the Hospital 
Trailer to any location within the Oasis 
Region in an effort to spread the word 
about our wonderful Hospitals. 

Shrine Trailer 
Travels for You

Noble Sam is ready and willing to 
bring the trailer to your location, 

with advance notice.  
980-722-7951  sambo447@aol.com

Calling all Kids! No matter how young or old!  Lady Leah and our Oasis family are excited 
to spend a weekend with the Nobles and Ladies from Amran and Sudan.  We will come 
together as one big family for a weekend of Adventure at The Great Wolf Lodge located in 
Concord, NC on April 28-30, 2023.  

Get ready for a weekend of family and fun events.  Invite other Masons, Shriners, or friends 
and family for this event.  We have blocked 40 rooms on Friday night and 60 rooms for 
Saturday night.  These rooms are standard rooms and we expect them to go quickly.  
Take advantage of this special group discount rate of $229.99 per night, plus resort 
fees & taxes.  This is an excellent rate for this water park facility.  We have also reserved 
four cabanas inside the water park for our families to rest and relax.  Pick up the phone 
and make your reservations today!  Don’t miss out on this exciting weekend of fun and 
fellowship!  Reservations may be made at www.greatwolf.com or by calling (866) 925-
9653.  Mention Block Offer Code is 2304OASI.  

We look forward to seeing you and your family there!

Doug, Leah, Jackson and Lauren Garland
Oasis Potentate 2023

WANTED

Reward offered: 
A byline in The Desert Dust

Send response to 
Edie Wilson, Editor

ediewilson7@gmail.com

Local newspaper is seeking
amateur photographers from 

Clubs and Units in every district 
to take pictures at Shrine events.

Action shots preferred.
(Beer cans prohibited.)

Oasis, Amran, and Sudan Shriners 
FRIENDS AND FAMILY SPRING TRIP  |  APRIL 28-30, 2023
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Photos by Lady Glenda Kluttz

Celebrating 50 years!
Congratulations to Noble Clarence Foster of Salisbury, NC, on being 

a Shriner for 50 years!  Noble Foster was Created a Shriner on 

January 29th, 1972.  He is a Korean War Veteran and will celebrate his 

92nd birthday this April. Noble Foster is a member of the Oasis Ragtops 

Unit and is very proud to drive his red Ford Thunderbird convertible in 

parades. 

The Certificate and letter from Imperial Sir Kenny Craven was presented 

to Noble Foster by High Priest and Prophet Tim Farris and the lapel pin 

was pinned on him by Lady Glenda Kluttz. Also present was Ken Kluttz, 

Captain of the Oasis Ragtops, who stated "Noble Foster is one cool 

dude who rides around with the top down!"

NOW HIRING
Oasis Hospitality Team Wants You

To learn more, please contact
Dennis Grigg at (828) 781-0062.

We look forward to hearing from you.

Are you ready to get involved?
Are you a new Shriner or Shriner who’s been 

around for a while but has not been involved? 
Would you like to get to know 

more people?

Join the Oasis Hospitality Team. 

We are THE OASIS HOSPITALITY TEAM

We are looking for individuals like 
yourself to join our team.

Husbands and wives are encouraged.
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WHAT ADVENTURES AWAIT IN ALASKA?
Breathtaking Beauty

Explore The Great Land with two rail journeys plus visits to Denali National 
Park and Kenai Fjords National Park. Cruise the Chena River in Fairbanks 
on a classic sternwheeler, then take the Alaska Railroad to Denali National 
Park for a fascinating guided tour. Travel south to Wasilla and visit the 
Iditarod Trail Headquarters, then traverse the Matanuska Valley on our way 
to Anchorage, Alaska’s largest city. Stroll the halls of the incredible Anchor-
age Museum, then travel to the Kenai Peninsula on the Alaska Railway. In 
Seward, cruise Kenai Fjords National Park and explore the Alaska SeaLife 
Center before we return home. Join us and discover firsthand why Visit 
Anchorage has twice awarded us its prestigious “Tour Operator of the 
Year” award.

We anticipate selling out quickly, so sign up now! A fully-refundable depos-
it of $200 reserves your space and prices are guaranteed upon receipt of 
deposit. For more information, please visit www.holidayvacations.com.
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Oasis Anniversary 
Challenge Coin

Coins can be purchased 
through the Temple office or from 

Divan representatives.

The Membership Team will be 
selling coins to celebrate the 

125th Anniversary of Oasis and 
raise money to send a child or 
children to Victory Junction.  

The cost will be $20.00 each 

SUPPLIES ARE LIMITED!
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The Oasis Pickers JAMMIN’ at 
clubs and units near you
On February 25, the Oasis Patrol held their Ladies night and invited the 
Oasis Pickers to come and “JAM.” Pickers came from Etowah, Salisbury, 
Rutherfordton, Concord, Forest City and Mooresboro to play some old 
tunes, as members of the Patrol arrived for the evening.

The Patrol was kind enough to allow the Pickers to sell drawing tickets 
for the “We The People” Guitar signed by Ted Nugent and within a few 
minutes over $400 was raised for the Shriners Children’s! A BIG “THANK 
YOU” goes to the ladies and nobles of the Oasis Patrol for their support! 
It was a “Banner Night!”

We were checking with the Shriners Children’s in Greenville to see if any 
patients would be interested in learning to play a guitar. Turns out there 
were two young men who really wanted to learn, so details were worked 
out and after a small lesson on their basic chords, they were given the 
guitars. You should’ve seen the look on their faces when the Pickers 
asked if it would be OK if they just kept them! We left two happy kids 
JAMMIN’ in the play room with their new guitars!

Then it was on to Hendersonville Shrine Club. Boy did they have a crazy 
night as the JAM started prior to their meeting! Notice that when the club 
president pulls out a traditional mountain instrument to play with us it has 
a distinct size and shape to blow out the bass notes! Also special thanks 
to Hendersonville Shrine Club as they were kind enough to give the 
pickers $200 for the Shriners Children’s in addition to allowing us to sell 
some more guitar tickets!

WE STILL have room for MORE Nobles in the Unit! If interested, email: DBMa-
han@gmail.com or call Dave Mahan@ 843-372-5510 for more information!

MASONIC JAM 2023 T-SHIRTS ARE IN!
Get YOURS TODAY! While we have YOUR size in stock!   
ONLY $20/each!  See Dave Mahan ASAP!

Next up, some of the Oasis Pickers showed up at the Red 
Fez Club’s meeting night and held in impromptu JAM. 
This netted another $250 for the Shriners Children’s 
AND helped us gain another new member AND a spe-
cial guest! This has our unit membership at 27 full-time 
members and seven Special Guests! It was a fun night for 
those involved and a special thanks to the Red Fez Club 
for all of their support since we started this unit! 

Pictured Top Left: seated Nobles, David Zalinsky, Gary Yandle, 
Dave Mahan (Western Star), Gerry humper” Boykin (Kedron) and 
Nigel Hawkins (Cliffside). Standing, Bella Lookadoo. Not Pictured: 
Noble Don Lookadoo (Cliffside).

Pictured Bottom Left: Oasis Patrol gathering as the Oasis Pickers 
JAM is “in session”…a good time by all at our Oasis Shrine Center! 



PAGE 19

Are you a Past Master?
We are your unit. Join Us.
For more information:
Noble Matt Peeler, Captain  
(704) 279-9154  |  peelerm@windstream.com

OASIS PAST 
MASTERS UNIT

Oasis Young 
Shriners Club

If you are under forty and interested in joining - 
Contact oasisyoungshriners@gmail.com 

Brandon Penley - President
Thomas Sumpter - Vice President

Robby Saye - Secretary/Treasurer

Legion of Honor Club

Search Oasis Shriners Legion of Honor on Facebook!

Eddie Wrenn  •  704.579.8149
chev1995@hotmail.com

Meetings: 3rd Thursday of the Month at the Golden Corral 
1053 Lenoir Rhyne Blvd SE Hickory, NC 28602

5010 High Point Road
Greensboro, NC 27407

Call 336-707-6588 for information.

Cabarrus Shrine Club
Address: 1460 Oakwood Ave, Kannapolis NC

Nobles, Ladies and Guests Welcome!

Phone: 704-933-2797

Email: cabarrushrineclub@gmail.com

Web: www.cabarrusshrineclub.org

Like us on Facebook: Cabarrus Shrine Club 

Shriners on Bikes
Contact:

Stephen Trites
strites@

rocketmail.com
803-610-7876

Contact Barry Winecoff with The Oasis Shrine 
Clowns at 704-517-0014 or toyoclown@gmail.com

OASIS SHRINE CLOWNS
  Accepting New Members 
No Experience Necessary

Come and join us and 
put a smile on the face of a child!

Meeting 3rd Monday at 6pm

Big Daddy’s in Mooresville

Noble Peter Schuetz
PC, President - 704-543-0695

PAST CAPTAINS CLUB

www.gastoncountyshrineclub.com
“No man ever stood so tall as when he stooped to help a burned or crippled child.”

Mt. Mitchell Shrine Club

Centrally located in 
McDowell County

Contact: 
Noble Secretary 
Mike Pritchard 

828-442-9170

Oasis Keystone Kops
Join us and have a fun time while raising 

money for the Shriners Hospitals!

Contact 
Captain BRIAN WILSON 

For Information
704 221 9751

musicsolutions21@yahoo.com

Club and Unit Bulletin Board

OASIS HIGHLANDERS
Pipes & 
Drums

Contact Rich Hartman
cell (814) 746-0466

rohartman48@gmail.com

Carolina
Drifters

Captain
Trent Oates 

704-412-0120

Join A 
Winning TeamNASCARTS

Captain Robert Warren  336-517-4210  

Captain Rob McDowell • 704-605-9498
www.oasisdunecats.com

jumping hurdles for Children

OASIS DUNE CATS
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MOORE COUNTY SHRINE CLUB 
& The Sand “T” Parade Unit

Contact President 
Bill Loeser

910-759-0571
Be sure to “LIKE” our Moore County Facebook page 

to see many photos!

Red Fez Shrine Club
16600 Red Fez Club Road, Charlotte NC 28278

Events Manager: TracyLee "Sabrina" Cullen 
(980) 875-1257  |  clubmanager@redfezshrineclub.com

Call us for you next wedding or event rental

Contact Betty Parker, PQ at  
(704) 654-7108 or betty0340@bellsouth.net

www.daughtersofthenile.com

Latona Temple # 154 
Daughters of the Nile

Working together to benefit the children 
of Shriners Hospitals

Dan McCurry  704-813-8177  mccurrydc@gmail.com

OASIS SHRINERS CAMPING CLUB
FUN – FOOD – FELLOWSHIP

COME JOIN US!

If interested in joining, please contact Jack Devine 
@ 828-464-9886, or Gary Patterson @ 704-938-3930 

or Lee Moody @ 704-451-6151

The Hillbillies are lookin’ fer ya!

305 E Phifer St, Monroe, NC

For info, contact: Bill Whiteside, Captain
980-295-3294

Oasis Shrine Wagoneers

Club and Unit Bulletin Board

Did you play in a high school 
band or college band?  

If so we 
need you!

The Oasis Temple 
Band

Captain - Noble 
Chuck Reed
847-502-0872

CONTACT 
Chip Burch 

at 
336-430-5779 

FOR MORE 
INFORMATION

OASIS ORIENTAL BAND

Captain Ken Klutz: 704-239-6811

OASIS RAGTOPS
Riding around with the Top Down…

Raising 
money for 
Shriners 
Hospitals 

for 
Children

Visit on Facebook @OASIS500s

Contact Captain 
Thomas Smith
(910) 416-2600

t.smith643@yahoo.com 

Join our 
Group

 

 
 

WINSTON-SALEM 
SHRINE CLUB 

 

WELCOME EVERYONE! 

Meeting:  First Thursday of Each Month  
4909 Hampton Road, Clemmons, NC 27012 

Time:   7:30 PM 
Contact:  Main Phone Number:  (336) – 955 – 1375 

 
Danny Wingo, President       Cell:  (336)- 403 – 2047   
Rodney Bennett, Secretary  Cell:  (610) – 805 - 3482 

Contact: Main Phone Number: 336.955.1375
Danny Wingo, President (336) 403-2047 | Rodney Bennett, Secretary (610) 805-3482

4909 Hampton Rd. Clemmons, NC 27012
Meeting: First Thursday of Each Month at 7:30pm

 

All Scottish Rite Masons are invited to attend our monthly meeting! 
                                          Junaluskee Lodge #145 

50 Church Street, Franklin, NC 28734 
3rd Wednesday of each month 

                                                        7:00 PM 

                              www.ncritecare.org                                  

 (574) 312-0713    ryanceaton79@gmail.com

Oasis Drum & Bugle Corps
Captain 

Ryan
Eaton
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Oasis Oldies
If you have a 

classic car or are 
interested in the

old classics, come 
join us for some fun 

and fellowship

Captain
DAVID STEELMAN
336-909-1830 

Bcimagedr@gmail.com

Monthly meetings, 
2nd Monday of 
the month, 
5:45 social, 
Dinner 6:30, 
programs, 
entertainment 
and fellowship

Join Us!

Hendersonville Shrine Club

Contact: www.hendersonvilleshriners.com

ASHE SHRINE CLUB
Meeting the 3rd Monday of every month

Contact Noble John Brown 
336-977-8668 

or Noble Alex Edmisten 
336-467-4478
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MECKENBURG SHRINE CLUB
INVITES YOU TO VISIT OUR CLUB

CONTACT SAM MOODY
sambo447@aol.com
980-722-7951

High 
Point 

Shrine 
Club

Fun, Food and 
Fellowship.

700 Old Mill Rd, 
High Point, NC 27265

Call 336-880-5586
for more information 

hpshrineclub@gmail.com

Social 6:15 | Dinner 7:00

Join us every 4th 
Thursday of the month.

Contact Captain Scottie Cox at 704-467-3677 or 
scottcox67@aol.com to join the Oldest Unit of Oasis Shriners

Like to 
Homebrew?

Join the Oasis
BrewMasters today!

Contact President Brian Clay
(brianclay@windstream.net) 
or Secretary Scottie Cox 
(scottcox67@aol.com)

We meet on the 3rd 
Thursday of every 
month at the Fairview 
Masonic Lodge #339 
in Kings Mountain. 
The meal is at 6:30 and 
the meeting is at 7:00.

Pres. - Chandler Champion / VP - Charles Bullock
Email: WhitePlainsShrineClub@gmail.com

As a reminder We are 
taking donations of a 
$100 for a bike and 
helmet from any clubs, 
units , or businesses. 
With thanks for all the 
smiles on our kids' faces.

Shriners Children's strives to transform children's lives by providing exceptional 
health care through high-quality, innovative research in a patient and family 
centered environment. 

We are committed to the pursuit of seminal, cutting edge discoveries that 
result in new knowledge and improve the therapeutic treatment, quality of care 
and provided outcomes to our patients and their families. Today's research is 
tomorrow's patient care.

Please contact:
Barry Winecroft @ 704-517-0014 or 
toyoclown@gmail.com

Tom Livingston @ 336-452-4600 or 
tlivingston1963@yahoo.com

Wayne Alley@ 864-706-6282 or 
Mr.dimples1970@icloud.com

Bike donation

Leaders in Research

Orthopaedics     Burn Care     Cleft Lip and Palate     Spinal Cord Injury
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Hoyt & Mary Beard	 A Wayne Linville
Ronnie & Shirley Bailey	 A Wayne Linville
Winston Salem Nobelles	 A Wayne Linville
Winston Salem Shrine Club	 A Wayne Linville
Reggie & Pat Almond	 Floyd Eudy
Brandon & Carol Mackey	 Jill Petzold
Joe & Kat Wall	 Jill Petzold
Kent & Gail Cobb	 Jill Petzold
Scott ray & Debbie Moore	 Jill Petzold
Steve & Kathy Hood	 Jill Petzold
Kim & Trent Beal	 John Bean
Royal Oder of Jesters CLT	 John Bean
Bill & Cathy Lang	 Linda Troutman
Red Fez Ladies Auxiliary	 Loretta Nance "Tink" Helms
Robert L Saye	 R M "Bob" Kirkpatrick
Dr & Mrs J Ralph Linn Jr	 Terry Keister

Memorials
DONOR	   	IN MEMORY OF

Contact Number 336-880-5586 
Must be 21 / Need not be present to win.

Made in America, Or Not Made At All

High Point Shrine 
Club Fund Raiser

Proceeds 
Benefit Shriners Children’s

(Hospitals)

1st Prize: Henry Golden Boy 22 Rifle
2nd Prize: $100 Gift Certificate at 

Sportsman’s Warehouse
3rd Prize: Spyderco Tenacious Folding 

Pocket Knife

Donation: $10 per ticket, 
6 for $50, 13 for $100
Drawing: June 2023

Henry Golden Boy 
Lever Action

 .22 S/L/LR Rifle

WIN

WIN

TRIPSTERS 
 

Nobles who have the time and want to help the children.  
Transporting the children to the hospitals  is so very        

important.  

Drivers must have: 
1. Valid Driver’s License 

2.  Drivers' certificate  form on file w/Oasis Office 

3. COVID-19 vaccinated 

It’s a great opportunity to see first-hand what Shriners 
Hospitals is all about. YOU will be Blessed and Impressed 

Contact: Your Patient/Hospital Coordinator                       
Karen Henley @ 704-549-0926 or                                       

coordinator@oasisshriners.org                                            
for info on how to become a  Tripster 



Passed Within the Unseen Temple
NAME	 CITY, STATE	 CREATED	 DIED

Robert M Kirkpatrick	 Austin, Tx	 11/1/1975	 1/10/2023

Charles A Grigg	 Shelby, NC 	 8/20/2011	 1/26/2023

John Lee Bean	 Charlotte, NC	 4/2/1990	 1/28/2023

Lance Dexter Carswell	 Hickory, NC	 2/22/2020	 2/20/2023

Fred June Hicks	 Asheboro, NC	 10/29/1977	 3/2/2023
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Donations

OTHER DONORS
Affiliated Importers Ltd
Albert J Morton
Alfred Keller
Carol & Benny Huff
Charles Crumpton
Clinton V Patterson
Dahl J Tritt
Dale Frank Hedrick
Danny Brittain Construction
David Kinleys Services LLC
David N Bost
Dennis Bowman
Dickinson Service Center LLC
Doug Hefner
Ed Price & Associates LLC
Edward Jones
Elizabeth K Dalton
Elizabeth's Pizza Express
Fabius A Mitchell Jr
Frances O Irby
Frankie Byrd
Fred Lee Sherrill Jr
H David Reese
Harold S Barnhardt
Highland Lanscape Supplies LLC
James L Woolf
James O Russell
Jerald Johnson
Jill & Trey Hogan

Jim Armstrong Subaru Inc
Joe Abernethy
Joe Martin/ATI Specialty Materials-
Monroe Operations
John Wooten Automotive
Kenneth Jarrett dba Mac Tools
Kepley Frank Hardwood Co Inc
Lanier Ace Hardware Inc
Marie Penry
Michael G Jackson
Modern Tire and Service Center Inc
Morgan & Son Saw Shop
Mountain Fried Chicken
Mt View Home & Garden Center Inc
Randy L Pitts
Richard A Bass
Teddy J McRae
The Perfect Blend
The Smoke and Oak
Thomas H Ramsey
Tina Lanier, Realtor
Twin City Cycle
Wanda Bledsoe
Weathervane Winery Inc
Wilkesboro Dragway LLC
William H Dennis Jr
William L Kirby

 $100.00 	 Appalachian Shrine Club

 $7,611.00 	 Avery County Shrine Club

 $1,000.00 	 Oasis Clowns

 $1,500.00 	 Oasis Hillbilly Parade

 $500.00 	 Oasis Nascarts

 $2,500.00 	 Oasis Oriental Band

 $750.00 	 Red Fez Shrine Club

AMOUNT	 DONOR

Club & Unit Donations

 

The Oasis Pickers JAM each month, E-Mail DBMahan@gmail.com or call 

843-372-5510 for more information! THANK YOU FOR YOUR SUPPORT!!! 

 

The    are selling 
tickets for this BEAUTIFUL “We The People” 
Guitar… 

                 SIGNED BY TED NUGENT 

   ONLY $5/ea! … 5 for $20 
Drawing will be held at the Oasis 2023 Spring 
Ceremonial…If you win, it will arrive JUST in 
TIME for the 4th of July too!  

(This fundraising project is for 
Shriners Children’s) 

 

ATT HURRY, 
HURRY!

!! 

This guitar is 
valued over 

$1000! 
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