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Your 
Potentate
Nobles and Ladies, I hope 
you all are doing well and 
have had opportunities 
to get out and meet 
with your respective 
clubs and units for the 

new year. Lady Leigh and I have been busy 
traveling around and visiting several clubs and 
units during January/February. We have visited 
Gaston, Crowders Mountain, Lake Norman, 
Metrolina and Cherryville Shrine Clubs as well 
as the Shriners on Bikes and Keystone Kops 
units. Thank you to the clubs and units for your 
generous hospitality and warm welcomes. 

February was off to a great start with the annual 
Club and Unit Officer Orientation training session 
which was a great success. PGM of Michigan 
Noble Bob Conley and Lady JoNeil joined us for 
the day and presented a session on changing 
our mindset as leaders of our organization. To 
those of you who were in attendance, I hope 
you enjoyed the day and left with some valuable 
information and advice. I would like to thank 
Noble High Priest and Prophet Chris Hall and his 
crew for executing such a well-planned event.

As noted in my previous article I want to focus 
on a few guiding principles as we travel through 
this year of 2022. The first being “Friendship.” 
The 1921 version of the Encyclopedia of 
Freemasonry states that Friendship is a 
“peculiar and true Masonic virtue and has 
been adopted as one of the precious jewels 
of a Master Mason and descents into brotherly 
love and personal affection.” It is my hope that 
we will all strive to practice this virtue with all 
Masons and Nobles as we carryout out our 
duties and conduct our business and functions.

We have several Shrine functions and meetings 
coming up soon. Saturday March 19, we will be 
taking the Divan to The Land of the Sky Shrine 
Club for our March Divan business meeting. 
This is an opportunity for nobles in areas away 
from the Charlotte region to attend a business 
meeting if they so desire. Meeting will begin at 
10:00am.  

Your Divan and elected SASA representatives 
will soon be representing Oasis at the Spring 
SASA meeting in Charleston SC (March 25-27) 
where we will learn more about the Fall SASA 
meeting in Myrtle Beach SC and our position in 
the SASA parade line up. 

We are planning a night with the Gastonia 
Honey Hunters Baseball game on Saturday May 

21. This will be a family fun event where Oasis 
Shriners will be recognized during the game for 
the public and spectators to see who we are and 
promote what we do. Mark your calendars, bring 
the family and more info will follow in the next 
edition of the Desert Dust for ticket sales, etc.

Our Spring Ceremonial is being planned for June 
3-5 in beautiful Blowing Rock NC. Chetola Resort 
will be the host facility. Schedule of events will 
be published soon, and you can now make your 
room reservations at any time with the local 
hotels of your choice. Ceremonial and Chetola 
Resort information are printed elsewhere in this 
publication.  

As we progress through 2022, please take the 
time to review the calendar/schedule of events 
found elsewhere in this publication, on the Oasis 
website and the Oasis phone app. 

As we go forward I just want to encourage you 
all to practice and use the virtue of “Friendship” 
with all your fraternal nobles and brothers so that 
we may continue to strengthen our organization.

Illustrious Sir Tim Daniels and Lady Leigh

We will have a drawing for a Scentsy Gift Basket on Saturday, November 5, 
2022, at the Fall Ceremonial to be held at the Oasis Headquarters.  This basket 
is valued at $350.00 and is filled with many Scentsy Home and Body products.   
Tickets, $5/each or 5 for $20, are available at the Oasis Headquarters office, 
at any Oasis event and from the Divan Ladies.  There is also a link on the Oasis 
Shriners Website at www.oasisshriners.org. 

All funds will go to the Oasis Sunshine Fund, which is used to assist Shriners, 
who may need assistance to continue their membership with Oasis Shriners.

Lady Leigh’s Oasis
Sunshine Fund Drawing
Scentsy Gift Basket 
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Before coming on the Divan, Illustrious Sir 
Bill Carter asked Jimmy O to head up an 
Oasis golf outing. That first golf outing under 
Jimmy’s leadership, became an annual event. 
The two years in this current Divan position, 
he has run the Oasis Golf Tournament. He is 
currently working on the Oasis third annual golf 
tournament, to be held this fall. The past two 
years have been a sellout giving Oasis even 
more public exposure. If you feel you can assist 
in anyway or want any additional information, 
please feel free to contact Noble Jimmy Owen 
at jowen@oasisshriners.org or just give him a 
call at 919-730-3076.

I always like to close by remembering to thank 
GOD for all his glory, enjoy your family, stay 
safe, and be thankful every day for what you 
have and where you are. Hope to see you at 
our headquarters or at an Oasis function soon. 
Until next month,

YITF,

Your 
Recorder
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On the Cover   
Surry Shrine Club celebrates Valentine’s Day 
with family and friends.

Greetings to All Nobles, 
Ladies, Friends and 
Supporters. As always, I 
want to personally thank 
each of you for being a 
part of Oasis. Without 

you, none of this would be possible. 

I hope that several of you reading my article 
this month were able to attend the Oasis Club 
& Unit Orientation on Saturday February 12th. 
This was a mandatory attendance for all officers 
and their ladies to obtain the latest updates on 
issues and to receive their booklets and pins. 
The past Grand Master of Michigan and his Lady 
gave an uplifting and positive message to all.

The next weekend, we had the pleasure of 
attending the 19th Annual Shriners Drag Racing 

& Hot Rod Expo at the Greensboro Coliseum. 
This event is put on by Noble Jim Turner and his 
team of Shriners that works to bring awareness 
and raise funds for Shriners Hospitals for 
Children. The coliseum was filled with classic 
cars, hot rods, drag cars and auto parts. 

Professional auctioneer Jimmy “Big Daddy” 
Shore once again donated his time to perform 
a live auction that raised an additional $2,000. 
Jimmy has done this every year and goes 
around to attendees collecting items to be sold. 
This year was another success, and we look 
forward to getting the total of money raised. 
Great job Noble Jim!    

In my last Desert Dust article, I shined a 
spotlight on Oasis leadership the Captain of the 
Guard. This month we move up the table one 
position to the Oasis Marshall. That position is 
currently held by Noble Jimmy Owen. Jimmy O 
and his wonderful lady Rhonda came over to 
Oasis a few years ago after starting his Shrine 
journey several years ago at Amran Shriners. 

The main function of the Marshall for years 
was to organize Divan members at events 
and to assist the Potentate and First Lady with 
functions. When Noble Jimmy O was put on 
the Divan by Illustrious Sir Tommy Helms, he 
changed those duties to include heading up all 
Oasis fraternal fundraising, excluding the Circus. 
He also assists other Divan members with 
duties that vary from one event to another.

Reminder  
All ads & articles for the April edition of the 

Desert Dust must be submitted to Edie Wilson 

at Ediewilson7@gmail.com by March 10.

Continued on page 4
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John G. Cable

WANT TO
BE A HERO?

To learn more, please contact
Dennis Grigg at (828) 781-0062.

We look forward to hearing from you.

Are you ready to get involved?
Are you a new Shriner or Shriner 

who’s been around for a while but 
has not been involved? 

Would you like to get to know 
more people?

Join the Oasis Hospitality Team.  
 

We are looking for individuals like 
yourself to join our team.

Husbands and wives are encouraged.

Oasis Shriners
Schedule

MARCH
19th	 Divan Meeting - Land of Sky Shrine 	
	 Club - Asheville, NC
24th-26th	 Mid-Winter SASA - Charleston, SC

APRIL
14th 	 Divan meeting (2nd Qtr 'Stated') -
	 Oasis Shrine Center
22nd-24th	 Potentate's Santee Golf Trip -  
	 Open to Nobility and Friends
29th-3rd	 Potentate Trip - Washington DC

MAY
5th-7th 	 Paper Crusade
12th	 Divan Meeting
21st	 Gastonia Honey Hunters Game - 		
	 Gastonia, NC

JUNE
3rd-5th 	 Spring Ceremonial - 			 
	 Blowing Rock NC, Chetola Resort
17th-18th	 Oasis Family Fun Day -  
	 Red Fez Shrine Club, Lake Wylie SC
17th	 Divan Meeting -  
	 Red Fez Shrine Club

JULY
3rd-7th 	 Imperial Session -
	 Minneapolis, MN
TBD	 Charlotte Knights Baseball Game - 		
	 Oasis Corporate Night
23rd	 Divan Meeting (3rd Qtr 'Stated') - 		
	 Greensboro Shrine Club
 
AUGUST
12th 	 Shrine 100 50th Anniversary 		
	 Race - Gastonia Speedway
12th	 Divan Meeting - Location TBD

Subject to Change

Upcoming Events

June 29th, 2022
2022 Tractor Ride
SEE PAGE 23

Don’t Miss These

May 7th, 2022

April 18th, 2022

Red Fez Shrine Club Derby Party

Red Fez Shrine Club Golf Tournament

SEE PAGE 9

SEE PAGE 17

May 7th, 2022

May 13th, 2022

April 30th, 2022

Mecklenburg Shrine Club Derby Party

Mecklenburg Shrine Club Fish Fry

Shriners on Bikes Poker Run

SEE PAGE 16

SEE PAGE 9

SEE PAGE 23

27th	 Black Tie Ceremonial - 
	 Honoring NC Grand Master
	 Salisbury, NC

SEPTEMBER
15th 	 Divan Meeting - 
	 Myrtle Beach / SASA
15th-17th	 SASA - Myrtle Beach, SC
23rd	 Grand Lodge of NC Annual 	
	 Meeting - Greensboro, NC
23rd-24th 	 Greenville Hospital Days 		
	 weekend - NEW DATE
24th-1st	 Fall Potentate Trip - 
	 Disney World, Orlando FL

OCTOBER
7th-8th 	 Oxford Homecoming - 
	 Oxford NC
12th	 Oasis Circus - Hickory, NC
14th-15th	 Oasis Circus - Concord, NC
20th	 Divan Meeting (4th Qtr 'Stated') - 	
	 Oasis Shrine Center
21st	 Oasis 3rd Annual Golf 		
	 Tournament - Location TBD

NOVEMBER
4th-5th	 Fall Ceremonial -
	 Oasis Shrine Center
19th	 Oasis Military Veterans Event - 	
	 Oasis Shrine Center

DECEMBER
3rd	 Grand Master's Installation - 
	 Location TBD
3rd	 Oasis Shriners Annual Meeting 	
	 & 2023 Officer's Elections - 
	 Oasis Shrine Center at 3pm
4th	 Potentate's Visitation Parade, 	
	 Gastonia, NC

JANUARY 2023
6th 	 Club & Units Appreciation Night -	
	 Oasis Shrine Center
7th	 Installation 2023 Potentate - 	
	 Oasis Shrine Center

We are THE
OASIS HOSPITALITY TEAM
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Officers Orientation focus is leadership: Mindset. Moments. Matter.

Over 200 Nobles and ladies took part.

(R) Noble Larry Payne, Insurance Chairman shares 
important information

(Middle R) Cpt. of the Guard Jack Wallace takes us to 
the circus 

(Far R) PP Bill Harward and Lori Prockup untangle the 
mysteries of accounting

Robert and Dr. JoNeil Conley offered a fresh approach to dealing with people and problems.

Ill. Sir with High Priest and Prophet Chris 
Hall, who kept a tight schedule

"Every single 
person in this 
room is a leader. 
Who will follow 
you?"

Lady Leigh's project will benefit the 
Sunshine Fund.

(Far L) Recorder John Cable 
with Sherrie Vandergriff, 
support staff 

(L) Director, Jimmy Burgess 

(R) Karl Burrow, keeper of 
all things technical

(Far R) PIP Al Madsen with 
Ill. Sir Tim Daniels

Photos by Noble Leslie Dix
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The Masonic Home for Children at Oxford 
is North Carolina’s First Children’s Home. 

The Mission is to provide a safe, nurturing 
home for children in need with opportunity 
to maximize their potential. 

The children often have challenges  
because of the traumatic situations they 
have endured.  Often they are moved from 
School to School which makes learning 
more difficult, affects how they feel about 
themselves, and leaves them feeling alone.

MHCO programs emphasize the 
Foundations of Success demonstrated over 
its storied history; Education, Vocation, 
Spirituality, Recreation, Responsibility and 
Respect.

PROGRAM DESCRIPTIONS 

MHCO offers residential services and 
additional supports to children and young 
adults. 
  

DIRECT CARE

House parent couples provide live in care.  
MHCO co-parents with the guardian and 
develops individual service plans through 
child and family teams.  

INDEPENDENT LIVING 
 

Continuing education, employment, 
transportation access and ILS development 
are the primary goals.  Individual supports 
are also provided including academic 
scholarships.

SUPPORTS PROVIDED

Safe Living Environment 
Family Style Care with Houseparent 
Tutoring and Academic Supports 
Vocational Counseling 
Networking and Referrals 
Transitional Planning 
After Care 
Recommendations for Deferrals

   

Making Memories for Children

REASONS FAMILIES SEEK CARE

           Parent Physical Health 
           Family  Mental Health 
           Domestic Violence 
           Violent Neighborhoods 
           Bullying at School 
           Parental Substance Abuse 
           Homelessness 
           Poverty 
           Kinship Care 
           Failed Adoptions 

Your Gift provides wonderful opportunities 
for the children.  Because of your gift the 
children often have their first bed, own room, 
birthday party, and successes in school.  
Children can play sports, be in scouts, are 
in the band, and can make friends.  Your 
gift allows children to be children—often for 
the first time in their lives.

Masonic Home for Children at Oxford 
600 College Street • Oxford, NC 27565

Phone: 919-693-5111 
Fax:     919-693-2479

E-mail: kotis@mhc-oxford.org 
Visit webpage at mhc-oxford.org

MHCO is North Carolina’s first children’s home and exists for one purpose — to help children 
who need a stable, caring and loving home.  We do not replace a family — we provide.  
We teach, guide, nurture, and share, focusing on life both at and after MHCO, so we can help a 
child determine his or her own path for the future.  Our state licensed and nationally accredited 
home uses a family-living model that provides our children with individual living spaces, essentials 
needed for daily living, support if they have special needs, and a promise for full development and 
learning, from infant to young adulthood.
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Making 
Memories for 
Children

   

Your $10/Month 
Recurring Gift Provides

•  Birthday Party and Gift
•  Movie Night for Cottage
•  New Shoes for School
•  One pair of Eyeglasses
•  Welcome Basket for Kids
•  Six hours of Tutoring
•  Five hours of Vocational Counseling
•  Band Camp for one Child
•  Six Hours of Swim Lessons
•  One Year Girl Scout Membership
•  Prom Dress/Tux Rental
•  Sports Team Participation
•  JROTC for two Youth
•  Haircuts for a year

Masonic Home for Children at Oxford
600 College Street Oxford, NC 27565

Phone: 919-693-5111 
Fax:     919-693-2479

E-mail: kotis@mhc-oxford.org

RECENT SUCCESSES 

Four High School  
   Graduates 
Seven VGCC Certificates 
UNC-Charlotte 
    Graduate

•  Accounting/Finance 
    Graduation 
    Rate  100% Campus 
    Ave GPA 86 
    Five in Girl Scouts 
    Three in HS Football 
•  One All Conference 
    Three in Band 
    Two in JROTC 
    One in Karate 
    100% ILP Employed 

www.mhc-oxford.org

Leigh’sLady
’

First Lady Leigh 
MHCO Memories Project
Make a recurring or annual gift 
today for memories a child will 

have for a lifetime.

Visit mhc-oxford.org 
and hit donate button

Set up your account information
Make sure to check the 

First Lady Leigh 
MHCO Memories box

OR
Complete this form with your check 

and send it to:
MHCO

600 College St., Oxford, NC 27565

Name: ____________________________

Address:___________________________

  _________________________________

Phone:  ___________________________

Amount: __________________________

C
ut

 o
r 

Te
ar

 H
er

e

The mission of MHCO is fulfilled through the support of charitable giving and First Lady Leigh’s 
project is all about the gifts that Make Memories for Children. Because of your gift the children 
often have their first bed, own room, birthday party, and success in school. Children can participate 
in sports, be in scouts, play in the band, and make friends. Your gift allows children to be children—
often for the first time in their lives.

Simply use the QR code with your smart phone to change the life of a child. Be sure to check the 
First Lady Leigh MHCO Memories box. Thank you for your support.
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Submitted by Noble E. Wrenn, Secretary

Oasis Legion of Honor speaks out

As we look out we see the birds fly free and Old Glory waving. For this we thank Harry Truman, Gerald Ford and Ronald Regan. We all know 
they were past Presidents, but they were also Shriners.

We walk our streets like Buzz Aldrin walked the Moon. John Edgar Hoover walked as well—to raise money for our kids. As some, like Colonel 
Sanders and Dave Thomas, were in the kitchen, some of us were in training to protect our wonderful country. We know Caleb Bradham, a 
pharmacist from North Carolina, made Pepsi Cola…and he went to boot camp to make us a strong military to serve our country.

As we served our country, Arnold Palmer was playing golf and serving his Masonic and Shrine brothers. Mel Blanc might ask in his Sylvester 
the Cat voice, “Where is my military Shriner brother?” And Harry Houdini would reply, “He hasn’t disappeared from his Shriner post.” Harry 
would add that the Oasis Legion of Honor has not disappeared! We are a group of veterans formed to support our mission as Shriners. From 
all branches of service we share one common goal. Not a parade unit, but, yes we do parade, meet once a month, share fellowship and plan a 
mission to raise money for Shriner Kids. We also keep in touch with today’s active military.

Can I call myself a veteran?

Yes, just recently signed legislation allows you to call yourself a Veteran. During the December 2016 transition period, President Obama signed 
H.R. 6416, a bill that says National Guard and Reserve retirees who had zero active duty time are now eligible to be referred to as Veterans.

It is permissible to be part of another club or unit and be a member of the Legion of Honor. Show your pride in our country and your service -- 
come and join our band of brothers. Become a member of the Oasis Legion of Honor. 



 

Friday   May 13th 
11:AM Till 7PM 

Cost: 

 $12 Pre-Orders and Take Out 

  $14 at Door 

Kids Under 5 Eat Free 

Desserts $1 

  

For Tickets Contact:    

 Noble  Mike Brown 
704.799.8950 

5200 Mecklenburg Shrine Club Rd  Charlotte, 28215 
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Summer Ceremonial  |  Blowing Rock, NC

Schedule Overview - more details to come

June 3-5, 2022  |  Chetola Resort

Friday, June 3rd
5pm-6pm	 Reception for new candidate ladies/Shrine ladies
		  Chetola Resort main building Evergreen Room
Evening	 Hospitality and entertainment under the big tent by the lake

Saturday, June 4th
Morning	 Ceremonial at Blowing Rock Elementary School (Downtown BR)
		  Ladies invited to opening ceremonies.  Saturday on your own.  
		  Scavenger Hunt for all ladies sponsored by the Retailers of Downtown Blowing Rock
Afternoon	 Oasis Parade 1pm line up of Units / 2pm start time - Main Street BR
Evening	 Hospitality and entertainment under the big tent by the lake

Sunday, June 5th
Morning	 Church service at Chetola resort.  Time TBD    

The host hotel is Chetola Resort with condos and hotel rooms. 
Deadline for the group block is May 1. Group code is “Oasis”. 

Other hotels in Blowing Rock are also taking reservations but no group block or code is
needed. More information will be published at a later date. 
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The Oldest Living 
Shriners Hospital 
Patient Turns 103!

Irene Hand Roberts was born 

on April 28th, 1917, at her 

grandmother’s restaurant and 

boarding hotel in McLaughlin, 

South Dakota. 

In July 1923, at the age of six, 

Irene developed what was 

called infantile paralysis, but 

is now known as polio. Her 

polio was treated at Shriners 

Hospitals for Children - Twin 

Cities in 1923, when Irene 

spent months as an inpatient. 

As part of her 103rd Birthday 

celebration staff and patients 

from Shriners Hospitals for 

Children along with Imperial 

Potentate Jeffrey Sowder 

put together this birthday 

message. We love being able 

to see her reaction as she 

watched the video on her 

birthday! 

See the video at 
shrinersinternational.org/en/
news-and-events/videos
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John Stanley, Chaplain

Pizza!  Pizza may be 

one of the few foods 

that almost everyone 

seems to enjoy.  And, 

there are a variety of 

Pizzas.  

There is a pizza for the 

vegetarian, a meat-lovers pizza, Hawaiian pizza, 

and regular crust, stuffed crust, thin crust as well 

as deep dish.  There are pizzas cut into triangle 

slices.  Wow!  So many choices!  

Sometime ago we ‘discovered’ pizza cut into 

squares—not triangles.  We also like a meat- 

lovers pizza, but without sausage and pepperoni.  

We don’t sit in judgement of those who like 

their pizza cut into triangles and covered with 

pepperoni. Nope! Nor do we judge those who 

like mushrooms on their pizza. 

It is a matter of personal choice. What we like 

depends on a number of factors.  No matter our 

personal choices, pizza is still good.  We were 

with a group of six people recently.  Everyone 

ordered a different pizza.  One couple even split 

a meat lovers and Hawaiian Pizza half and half.  

Pizza pleases most everyone, regardless of the 

individual taste.

This is what our personal religious belief does 

with our faith. We accept the individual ‘where’ 

he or she happens to be.  It may not be our 

place to attempt to convince another that they 

should believe what we believe.  As Masons, we 

accept the person ‘just as they are’. While we 

may tell a brother the importance of prayer, we 

do not tell him how to pray.  Nor do we tell him 

which Volume of Sacred Law to read, but we do 

encourage him to find more light by studying. 

So, while you may think that a cheese, sausage, 

pepperoni and mushroom pizza is ‘out of this 

world, another may prefer only the cheese 

and pepperoni. The key is cooperation.  If you 

and I respect the other person’s ideas and 

he respects yours, together laying aside the 

A Bit Like Pizza!
differences and sharing the common, we will find 

the result pleasing to both.  If these things are 

done you and I will find that it doesn’t mater as 

much what is shared as who you share with. 

John Stanley, is Chaplain of Oasis, and Chaplain of 
South Atlantic Shriners. He served as Imperial Chaplain 
when Imperial Sir Al Madsen was Imperial Potentate. 
John can be reached at: jhstanley1965@gmail.com.
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Submitted by Noble Graham Wilson

Tribute to the memory of Don Richardson

There is an empty chair at the Oasis Shrine Center that cannot be filled.  Don 
Richardson died of Covid 19 on January 20, 2022.  Don was a 50 year member of 
Oasis Shrine, becoming a member in 1971.  He had been awarded Life Membership 
and was known and loved by many Oasis members.  He is survived by his wife Ann, 
2 brothers and daughters Kelly, Amy and Lorrie.  His passion was to support Shrine 
Hospitals and the children we serve.  Don was in the automobile industry all of his 
life. He always owned and enjoyed his pick-up truck and had just purchased a new 
Toyotal pick-up weeks before his death.

Don held many positions in his 50 years as a member of Oasis.  Here are some of 
the Clubs, Units and activities he participated in: Past Membership Chairman, Past 
Captain Oasis Raftops, SASA Representative (10 years), Co-Chariman SASA Director 
General 2013 (Doyle Simmons, President), Director of ROJ Court 109, 2003, member 
of Past Captains Club and Billiken Club.

On a personal note, he was active in Kwanis Club, Rolling Hills Country Club in 
Monroe, NC and Central United Methodist Church. Don will be missed by all who 
knew him.
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My name is Levi and I want to tell you 
about the Toy Drive William, Ryan Jr. 
and I will be sponsoring this year.

We are asking for new and un-
wrapped toys or for donations to 
purchase toys for the entire year.  

You can bring toys to the Temple, or 
to your unit and club meetings.  We 
will arrange to get the toys delivered 
to the hospital throughout the year.  

On the Oasis Website we will have 
more information and also a link you 
can donate dollars to, and we will 
purchase the toys for you

Thank you for helping us support the 
Greenville Shriners Hospital.

The Illustrious 
Grandson's Toy 
Drive

A YEAR LONG EVENT FOR 2022A YEAR LONG EVENT FOR 2022

Drop-off Location:
Any Oasis Shrine Clubs 

or Units 

For more information: 
visit: OasisShriners.org

 

Please donate new, unwrapped
toys for Shriners Children's
Hospital patients for the 2022
Christmas season!
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Oasis Patrol News

Did you know the Shrine Hospital 
Trailer is available for your public fund 
raising or awareness events? Noble 
Sam Moody has generously agreed 
to volunteer his time and energy to 
transport the Hospital Trailer to any 
location within the Oasis Region in an 
effort to spread the word about our 
wonderful Hospitals. 

Shrine Trailer 
Travels for You

Noble Sam is ready and willing to 
bring the trailer to your location, 

with advance notice.  

980-722-7951  sambo447@aol.com

Patrol Family, what a great weekend for Oasis and the Oasis Patrol during the Club 
& Unit Appreciation Night and the Installation of the 2022 Oasis Divan, with our very 
own Past Captain Tim Daniels being installed as Potentate! 

The Patrol has a long history of service and leadership to Oasis Shriners, and it  
continues in force. I want to congratulate the following Patrolmen who have positions 
on the 2022 Divan -- IS Tim Daniels, Potentate; Noble Chris Hall, High Priest &  
Prophet; IS Bill Harward, Treasurer; Noble Captain Scottie Cox, Second Ceremonial 
Master; and Noble Tom Bridges, Outer Guard and Membership Chairman.

I want to personally thank all Patrolmen who showed up dressed for duty for the  
Installation:

Noble First Lt. Paul Southworth
Noble Sergeant Brian Clay
Noble Corporal Robby Saye
Noble Past Captain Ben Pigg
Noble Past Captain Jim Newcombe
Noble Past Captain Peter Schuetz
Noble Past Captain Bob Saye
Noble Past Captain Brandon Watson
Noble Past Captain Brandon Penley
Noble Bob Richardson
Noble Dave Campbell
Noble Jesse Campbell
Noble Kevin Bodenheimer
Noble Ryan Payseur

From escorting guest to their seats, presenting the Colors and providing escorts for 
the Divan Officers and their Ladies, all Patrolmen were faithful in their duties and I 
could not be more proud to be your Captain.

Please join me in welcoming our newest Patrolmen. Noble Casey Rickard and Lady 
Ashley, Noble Ryan Payseur and Lady Carley and Noble Outer Guard Tom Bridges 
and Lady Shela. Welcome to the Patrol Family, we all look forward to working with  
you to keep the Oasis Patrol Marching with Purpose.

I look forward to a great year for Oasis and the Oasis Patrol. Please contact your 
Chaplin with any health and happiness updates and feel free to contact me with  
any questions or needs. 

YITF,

Scottie Cox, Oasis Patrol Captain

Doug Wallace, Wallace Propane and 
Welding,  supports Shriners by positioning 
our slogan prominently on the tank of his 
handsome truck.
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Reprinted from Shriner Magazine

Memories Take Flight

After Six Decades, a Noble Continues To Serve Others

Noble James Edward “Jimmy” Howell Jr., a member of Khedive Shriners in Chesapeake, Virginia, for more than 60 years, 
has had a memorable life as a volunteer helping children who need the specialized services our philanthropy provides. 
An instrument-rated, licensed commercial pilot, the Virginia native made many trips flying patients to our Greenville and 
Cincinnati hospitals.

A Pilot’s Life
Howell recalled how well he was treated by air traffic controllers on those trips. “They designated us as Angel Flights and always gave us preferential 
sequencing during the flight,” he said. “They often would give us their blessings and their prayers.”

Now 87, Howell voluntarily stopped flying when he reached his 75th birthday. He had flown for 53 years and recognized that it was time to put his flight 
jacket in storage. He’s not afraid to admit he shed a tear when he sold his plane and watched the proud new owner fly away in his beloved Cessna 
Skylane.

Howell, a native of Southampton County, Virginia, served in the Virginia National Guard for 13 years and graduated from the first Virginia National Guard 
Officer Candidate School in 1959. He graduated from United States Army Air Defense School in Fort Bliss, Texas, in 1965, and was honorably discharged 
at his request as a First Lieutenant in 1966. He is a 32nd-degree Mason and a member of the Scottish Rite. His careers included farming, entrepreneurship 
and work in the telecommunications field. He has been married to Martha Hardee Howell for more than 60 years, and the couple have three sons, one 
daughter, eight grandchildren and two great-grandchildren. Howell remains active in church and enjoys writing books and articles.

Looking back, Howell is appreciative of the ways the fraternity enabled him to serve children and families. “I have been remiss in thanking Khedive temple 
for this amazing opportunity that I had been given,” Howell said.

Jimmy’s Memories
“I was browsing through my coat closet and came across my old flight jacket that I wore most all the time during the late 1990s and early 2000s. This 
was the time I was most active flying patients from the Tidewater area of Virginia to and from the Shriners Hospitals in Cincinnati, Ohio, and Greenville, 
South Carolina. Suddenly my mind was flooded by a host of wonderful memories. That was a time that brought such joy to my life that it is hard for me to 
adequately describe it,” Howell said.

“One little girl had been born with twisted feet and legs. From infancy to the time I met her, she had been in full casts on both legs. I was privileged to meet 
her when she was about 8 years old. She would sing to me while going to and from the hospital.

“On the last trip that I took her to Greenville, the doctors changed the casts to ones that were open-toed. As we boarded the plane for the trip home, she 
exclaimed to me with great gusto, ‘Look Mr. Howell! I can see my toes!’ For the first time in her remembrance, she could actually see her toes, and her legs 
and feet were straight as they should be. Suddenly my mind was flooded by a host of wonderful memories."
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Noble Cline Lambert, Hendersonville Shrine Club, presents over six feet of tabs 
to Andrew Flory, Development & Volunteer Coordinator at the Shriner’s Hospital 
for Children in Greenville. Flory expressed his appreciation for this significant 
tab donation and stated that the tab program brought in just over $10,000 to the 
hospital last year.   

Fezzy was glad to see his ole friend from the Hendersonville Shrine Club.  Both 
Fezzy and Cline enjoyed the visit as Fezzy continues to bring joy and excitement to 
the children treated there each day.

By Edie Wilson
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By Edie Wilson
Surry Shrine Club: Calling all sweethearts

When you see Mt. Pilot in the distance you know you’re nearing Mayberry. There’s the Snappy Lunch and 
Barney’s squad car, but tonight’s feature isn’t on Main Street. Westlake Drive is where you’ll see the Surry Shrine 
Club. Step inside and you’ll find you’re both an honored guest and an old friend. The warmth of this crowd 
makes you feel welcome, and you’re glad you drove a couple of hours to join the party. Guests include Mike 
Neaves (PP 2017) and Lady Bobbie, Chief Rabban Doug Garland, and visitors from the Brushy Mt. Shrine Club. 

Club President Noble Keith Osborne and Lady Stephanie host while Vice President Mark Sexton alternates 
between bartender and chef. 

Levi's Toy Drive is well 
underway.

Noble Marty works on his 
second helping of banana 
pudding.

Sweethearts Noble Mike 
and Bobbie Neaves won a 
scrumptious gift basket.

Guests enjoy fellowship and a yummy buffet.
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Oasis Clown 
Unit Bike 
Giveaway

A new signature event for 
Shriners Children’s helped raise 
the profile of our healthcare 
system while featuring some 
exciting college basketball 
players. 

The Shriners Children’s 
Charleston Classic was played 
at TD Arena in Charleston, South 
Carolina. 

The eight-team tournament, 
dubbed “The Lowcountry’s 
Premier College Basketball 
Event,” featured West Virginia, 
Clemson, St. Bonaventure, 
Boise State, Ole Miss, Temple, 
Marquette and Elon. 

The opening round featured a 
matchup between two previous 
Shriners Children’s Charleston 
Classic Champions, Clemson 
(2008) and Temple (2017). 

Shriners Children's 
Charleston Classic
November 18-21, 2021
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Noble Rob Forth • 704-807-4071
Noble Rob McDowell • 704-605-9498

jumping hurdles for Children

OASIS DUNE CATS

Are you a Past Master?
We are your unit. Join Us.
For more information:
Noble Matt Peeler, Captain  
(704) 279-9154  |  peelerm@windstream.com

OASIS PAST 
MASTERS UNIT

Oasis Young 
Shriners Club

If you are under forty and interested in joining - 
Contact oasisyoungshriners@gmail.com 

Brandon Penley - President
Thomas Sumpter - Vice President

Robby Saye - Secretary/Treasurer

Legion of Honor Club

Search Oasis Shriners Legion of Honor on Facebook!

Don Greene  •  828.226.6069
donsgreene84@gmail.com

Meetings: 3rd Thursday of the Month at the Golden Corral 
1053 Lenoir Rhyne Blvd SE Hickory, NC 28602

510 Gate City Boulevard (Formerly High Point Rd.)
Greensboro, NC 27407

Check us out at www.greensboroshrineclub.org 
or call 336-707-6588 for information.

Cabarrus Shrine Club
Address: 1460 Oakwood Ave, Kannapolis NC

Nobles, Ladies and Guests Welcome!

Phone: 704-933-2797

Email: cabarrushrineclub@gmail.com

Web: www.cabarrusshrineclub.org

Like us on Facebook: Cabarrus Shrine Club 

Shriners on Bikes
Contact:

Stephen Trites
strites@

rocketmail.com
803-610-7876

Contact Robert Dye with The Oasis Shrine 
Clowns at 336-596-2006 or bobpdye@gmail.com

OASIS SHRINE CLOWNS
  Accepting New Members 
No Experience Necessary

Come and join us and 
put a smile on the face of a child!

Meeting 3rd Monday at 6pm

Big Daddy’s in Mooresville

Noble Peter Schuetz
PC, President - 704-543-0695

PAST CAPTAINS CLUB

www.gastoncountyshrineclub.com
“No man ever stood so tall as when he 

stooped to help a burned or crippled child.”

Mt. Mitchell Shrine Club

Centrally located in 
McDowell County

Contact: 
Noble Secretary 
Mike Pritchard 

828-442-9170

Oasis Keystone Kops
Join us and have a fun time while raising 

money for the Shriners Hospitals!

Contact 
Captain BRIAN WILSON 

For Information
704 221 9751

musicsolutions21@yahoo.com

Club and Unit Bulletin Board

OASIS HIGHLANDERS
Pipes & 
Drums

Contact Rich Hartman
cell (814) 746-0466

rohartman48@gmail.com

Carolina
Drifters

Captain
Trent Oates 

704-412-0120

Join A 
Winning TeamNASCARTS

Captain Robert Warren  336-517-4210  
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MOORE COUNTY SHRINE CLUB 
& The Sand “T” Parade Unit

Contact President 
Bill Loeser

910-759-0571
Be sure to “LIKE” our Moore County Facebook page 

to see many photos!

Red Fez Shrine Club
16600 Red Fez Club Road, Charlotte NC 28278
Events Manager: Denise Pelow - (980) 875-1257 

fezonlake@bellsouth.net

Call us for you next wedding or event rental

Contact Betty Parker, PQ at  
(704) 654-7108 or betty0340@bellsouth.net

www.daughtersofthenile.com

Latona Temple # 154 
Daughters of the Nile

Working together to benefit the children 
of Shriners Hospitals

Dan McCurry  704-813-8177  mccurrydc@gmail.com

OASIS SHRINERS CAMPING CLUB
FUN – FOOD – FELLOWSHIP

COME JOIN US!

Scottish Rite Masons
You are invited to attend our 

monthly meetings of the Scottish Rite
Where:	 Junaluskee Lodge, 
	 50 Church Street, Franklin, NC
When:	 2nd Monday of each Month
Time:	 6:00 PM Dinner, 7:00 PM Lodge

Current Dues Card required for admission

If interested in joining, please contact Jack Devine 
@ 828-464-9886, or Gary Patterson @ 704-938-3930 

or Lee Moody @ 704-451-6151

The Hillbillies are lookin’ fer ya!

305 E Phifer St, Monroe, NC

For info, contact: Freddie Dellinger, Captain
980-522-6226

Oasis Shrine Wagoneers

Club and Unit Bulletin Board

Did you play in a high school 
band or college band?  

If so we 
need you!

The Oasis Temple 
Band

Captain - Noble 
Chuck Reed
847-502-0872

CONTACT 
Chip Burch 

at 
336-430-5779 

FOR MORE 
INFORMATION

OASIS ORIENTAL BAND

 (704) 309-8806    oasisdbcorp@gmail.com

Oasis Drum & Bugle Corps
Captain 

Scott 
Edwards

Captain Ken Klutz: 704-239-6811

OASIS RAGTOPS
Riding around with the Top Down…

Raising 
money for 
Shriners 
Hospitals 

for 
Children

Visit on Facebook @OASIS500s

Contact Captain 
Thomas Smith
(910) 416-2600

t.smith643@yahoo.com 

Join our 
Group

 

 
 

WINSTON-SALEM 
SHRINE CLUB 

 

WELCOME EVERYONE! 

Meeting:  First Thursday of Each Month  
4909 Hampton Road, Clemmons, NC 27012 

Time:   7:30 PM 
Contact:  Main Phone Number:  (336) – 955 – 1375 

 
Danny Wingo, President       Cell:  (336)- 403 – 2047   
Rodney Bennett, Secretary  Cell:  (610) – 805 - 3482 

Contact: Main Phone Number: 336.955.1375
Danny Wingo, President (336) 403-2047 | Rodney Bennett, Secretary (610) 805-3482

4909 Hampton Rd. Clemmons, NC 27012
Meeting: First Thursday of Each Month at 7:30pm
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Oasis Oldies
If you have a 

classic car or are 
interested in the

old classics, come 
join us for some fun 

and fellowship

Captain
DAVID STEELMAN
336-909-1830 

Bcimagedr@gmail.com

Monthly meetings, 
2nd Monday of 
the month, 
5:45 social, 
Dinner 6:30, 
programs, 
entertainment 
and fellowship

Join Us!

Hendersonville Shrine Club

Contact: www.hendersonvilleshriners.com

ASHE SHRINE CLUB
Meeting the 3rd Monday of every month

Contact Noble John Brown 
336-977-8668 

or Noble Alex Edmisten 
336-467-4478
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We meet on the 3rd 
Thursday of every 
month at the Fairview 
Masonic Lodge #339 
in Kings Mountain. 
The meal is at 6:30 and 
the meeting is at 7:00.

President - Rusty Carringer / VP - Joel Summitt
Email: WhitePlainsShrineClub@gmail.com

MECKENBURG SHRINE CLUB
INVITES YOU TO VISIT OUR CLUB

CONTACT SAM MOODY
sambo447@aol.com
980-722-7951

High 
Point 

Shrine 
Club

Fun, Food and 
Fellowship.

700 Old Mill Rd, 
High Point, NC 27265

Call 336-881-0044
for more information 

hpshrineclub@gmail.com

Social 6:15 | Dinner 7:00

Join us every 4th 
Thursday of the month.

Do You Order from Amazon?

Almost everybody orders stuff from Amazon.  
Did you know that you can make a donation to 
Shriners Hospitals For Children when you order 
something from Amazon, and it won’t cost you 
a penny!  

In your Amazon account, go to the Amazon 
Smiles link and register your name.  Then, each 
time you order something, Amazon will give a 
percentage to SHC.   
 
In the last year, Amazon has donated more 
than $250,000 to SHC through Amazon 
Smiles.  It is easy to do.  One time registration, 
and you never have to do anything again.

Shrine Centers, Clubs and Units throughout 
America have been unable to hold fund raising 
activities due to the COVID restrictions.  Please 
do this.  It is a great way to help our Hospitals, 
who have suffered this past year due to COVID.   

Please help.   

Terry J Cox, Secretary
Oasis Shrine Scooter Patrol

WANTED

Reward offered: 
A byline in The Desert Dust

Send response to 
Edie Wilson, Editor

ediewilson7@gmail.com
Or contact C. Lee Abernethy III

clee3oasisshrine@gmail.com

Local newspaper is seeking
amateur photographers from 

Clubs and Units in every district 
to take pictures at Shrine events.

Action shots preferred.
(Beer cans prohibited.)

Contact Captain Scottie Cox at 704-467-3677 or 
scottcox67@aol.com to join the Oldest Unit of Oasis Shriners

Like to 
Homebrew?

Join the Oasis
BrewMasters today!

Contact President Brian Clay
(brianclay@windstream.net) 
or Secretary Scottie Cox 
(scottcox67@aol.com)

www.shrinershq.org

www.twitter.com/shriners

www.facebook.com/shrinersinternational

Shriners Village is a website designed to keep 
members of Shrine International up to date on all 

aspects of Shrinedom.  

Simply google Shriners Village and follow the 
instructions.  So easy, even a Shriner can do it.

If you have 
not signed up 
for Shriners 

Village, do so 
today.
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Red Fez Ladies Auxiliary	 Betty Colesworthy
Winkler Family LP	 Beulah Bentley
Mr & Mrs McCraw	 Bobby Watson
Surry Shrine Club	 Bobby Watson
John & Jean Elder	 Carl Adams
Dennis A Wilson	 Carolyn Redies
John & Jean Elder	 Carolyn Redies
Margaret Everhart & Jerry McCorkle	 Carolyn Redies
Monica R Pittsenbarger	 Carolyn Redies
Tom & Janette Coyle	 Carolyn Redies
Al & Jan Madsen	 David Tony Pace
Alexander Resue Squad & EMS	 David Tony Pace
Anne Hux	 David Tony Pace
Avis R Watts	 David Tony Pace
Betty Julian	 David Tony Pace
Brenda Sharpe & Family	 David Tony Pace
Danny & Gail Parks	 David Tony Pace
Dwaine & Nancy Coley	 David Tony Pace
Earl N Wike	 David Tony Pace
Elvin & Karen Walker	 David Tony Pace
Janet Dolores Parkhurst	 David Tony Pace
Jean F Stafford	 David Tony Pace
Jill Robertson	 David Tony Pace
John & Jean Elder	 David Tony Pace
K Joan Jackson	 David Tony Pace
Kermit L Nash Jr, PM	 David Tony Pace
Larry Hale & Sherrie Vandergriff	 David Tony Pace
Margo J Smyre	 David Tony Pace
Martha H Schronce	 David Tony Pace
Reformation Evangelical Lutheran Church	 David Tony Pace
Royal Order of Jesters Charlotte No 109	 David Tony Pace
S Larry Chapman	 David Tony Pace
Tamara B Beehler	 David Tony Pace
Tony & Margo Elder	 David Tony Pace
Bob & Sandy Hunter	 Debra Hefner West
Al & Jan Madsen	 Donald "Don" W Richardson
Amy Whitley	 Donald "Don" W Richardson
Bob & Sandy Hunter	 Donald "Don" W Richardson

Deforest Maness	 Donald "Don" W Richardson
Dennis A Wilson	 Donald "Don" W Richardson
Howard & Shirley Keyes	 Donald "Don" W Richardson
James O Sizemore Jr	 Donald "Don" W Richardson
John & Jean Elder	 Donald "Don" W Richardson
Ken & Glenda Kluttz	 Donald "Don" W Richardson
Kenneth Eudy	 Donald "Don" W Richardson
Kenneth W Haigler	 Donald "Don" W Richardson
McClure Equipment Sales	 Donald "Don" W Richardson
Oasis Greeters	 Donald "Don" W Richardson
Oasis Ragtops	 Donald "Don" W Richardson
Paul & Sybil Hagerty	 Donald "Don" W Richardson
Ron & Judy Valentine	 Donald "Don" W Richardson
Royal Order of Jesters Charlotte No 109	 Donald "Don" W Richardson
Sylvia Sockwell	 Donald "Don" W Richardson
William & robyn VanDresser	 Donald "Don" W Richardson
Buddy & Patricia Stephenson	 Donald Ray Johnson
Oasis Band	 Eric Robertson
Gene & Wanda Isenhour	 Fred Wood
Roy Williams	 Harrison Pendergrass
Malissa & Chip Day	 James F "Jim" Rorie
Karen Robinson Guffey	 James Ross "Jimmy" Ferrell
Nadine P Williams	 James Ross "Jimmy" Ferrell
Robert & Coretha Ferrell	 James Ross "Jimmy" Ferrell
Scott & Julie Antrim	 James Ross "Jimmy" Ferrell
Martin & Renee Carter	 Jerry Edward Dionne
Gaston County Shrine Club	 Joseph Clemmer "Joe" Saunders
John & Barbara Finney	 Joseph Clemmer "Joe" Saunders
Royal Order of Jesters Charlotte No 109	 Julian Carl Chase Jr
Bill & Sandy Dennis	 Julie Brice
Larry Hale & Sherrie Vandergriff	 Monty Dobbins
Oasis Gator Patrol	 Monty Dobbins
Wayne & Brenda Yoder	 Monty Dobbins
Red Fez Ladies Auxiliary	 Peggy Carter
Treva Bunting	 Rebecca Havner Tucker
Ron & Judy Valentine	 Ronald Sharpe
Larry G Gregory	 Sue Kelly
High Country Visually Impaired 
Support Group	 Teresa Delp
Karen Henley	 Thomas Helms Jr
Oasis Light Brigade	 Tim Ross
Oasis Wagoneers	 William "Bill" S Newell

Memorials

Memorials

DONOR	   	IN MEMORY OF

DONOR	   	IN MEMORY OF
Honors
DONOR	    IN HONOR OF
Sally & Pat Saulsbery/	 Illustrious Sir Tim Daniels
Allied Caster & Equipment Co.



Passed Within the Unseen Temple
NAME	 CITY, STATE	 CREATED	 DIED

David Tony Pace	 Taylorsville, NC	 4/15/1994	 1/16/2022

Donald W. Richardson	 Matthews, NC	 10/23/1971	 1/20/2022

Kenneth R. Beam	 Casar, NC	 1/24/1976	 1/21/2022

Joe C. Saunders	 Gastonia, NC	 10/26/1968	 1/21/2022

Bobby Roger Watson	 Mount Airy, NC	 9/6/2001	 1/22/2022

Ronald Edward Sharpe	 Statesville, NC	 6/14/1993	 1/23/2022

Monty Hugh Dobbins	 Hildebran, NC	 11/2/1996	 1/25/2022

James R. Ferrell	 Mount Holly, NC	 5/22/1976	 1/26/2022

Jason Wayne Hall	 Spruce Pine, NC	 11/10/1979	 2/1/2022
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Donations

OTHER DONORS

Alvin Griggs
Blue Ridge Lodge No 435
Brad Grims Financial
Breeden Insurance
Duane Williams
Flowers by Patty
Hedrick's Grove Outreach
Jack Marble
Joe Young
John McRae Contracting Co
L&B Logistics
Lexington Tire & Auto
Mountain Creek Baptist Church

Randall & Karen Parks
Randy & Becky Parker
Richard A Bass
Robert L Yoder
Rock Garden
Seacate Inc
Sinfully Delicious
South Main Astrojet
Tedder Farm Equipment Co
United Way of Greater Greensboro
Village Grill
Wakim Corp
Y&Y Hardwoods LLC

 $582.00 	 Catawba County Shrine Club 
	 (Ken Jarrett's Men's Bible Study)
 $555.00 	 East Burke Shrine Club
 $3,800.00 	 Lexington Shrine Club
 $2,309.11 	 Oasis Greeters
 $2,000.00 	 Oasis Hillbilly Parade
 $950.00 	 Oasis Light Brigade
 $17,608.00 	 Robbinsville Shrine Club
 $600.00 	 Stanly County Shrine Club

AMOUNT	 DONOR
Club & Unit Donations



PAGE 24


