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The Potentate’s Message

which is two Hotels from the Mandalay, which 
was the site of the sniper shootings. While we 
were in the room, we heard the gunshots, but 
were not aware of the cause until later. Some 
of our attendees were housed at hotels facing 
the square where the concert was being held, 
and saw the crowd running for their lives. They 
tragically saw bodies lying in the street, and 
the bloodbath that transformed from the hands 
of one madman. Several of our members and 
guests were hustled to safe areas and hotels 
were locked down. Many were unable to get to 
their rooms until hours later. 

This was so tragic, with so many lives lost due 
to an unknown reason in the shooters mind. Our 
thoughts and prayers are with those who were 
killed, and the friends and relatives of them and 
the other victims who were injured. 

The remainder of the trip was highly successful, 
and those who attended expressed to me how 
much they enjoyed the trip. We were able to 
visit Hoover Dam and Grand Canyon, and spent 
lots of time on the Vegas strip. There were no 
reports reaching me about anyone who hit the 
million-dollar jackpot. But despite that, everyone 
had great fun. 

As our year winds down, Lady Bobbie and I are 
so proud to have been selected to serve the loyal 
members of Oasis Shrine in 2017. Our year has 
been highly successful, and we have thoroughly 
enjoyed traveling to the many Clubs and Units, 
and have truly felt the warmth and love exhibited 
by everyone we encountered. This is an experi-
ence we will always remember and treasure for-
ever. It is so special for us to have been in this 
position to experience the love and loyalty the 
members of Oasis Shrine show, on a daily basis, 
for our Children at Shriners Hospitals for Chil-
dren. It gives us such a warm feeling to know that 
I was privileged to serve at the helm of the largest 
and most generous Shrine Center in the world. I 
thank each of you for this opportunity. We are all 
in this together, because We All Love Kids. 

Yours in the faith; Mike 

Greetings Nobles and Ladies,
 
Since my last message to you, Lady Bobbie and 
I have been extremely busy, enjoying perhaps 
the most active month since I began my journey 
as Potentate. 

On September 17th, I had the pleasure of at-
tending the Ashe County Shrine Club 36th An-
nual Golf Tournament at the Mountain Aire Golf 
Course in West Jefferson. What a great event 
that raises funds and awareness for our Shrine 
Hospitals for Children. A large crowd was in at-
tendance, and it was, once again, a huge suc-
cess for our Ashe County Shriners. 

On September 20th, I was honored to take 
the stage at the Annual Communication of the 
Grand Lodge of Ancient, Free and Accepted 
Masons in Winston-Salem. It was a very suc-
cessful and pleasurable gathering of Masons 
from throughout North Carolina. 

September 23rd found us in Greensboro for the 
meeting of the South Atlantic Shrine Associa-
tion. Due to the projected hurricane, our Annual 
Migration was cancelled this year, and plans are 
already in the making for next year. 

On September 27th, I flew to Detroit to pick 
up the Shriners Hospital display trailer for the 
Statesville Shrine Club to utilize at their annual 
golf tournament. The tournament was well at-
tended, a great success, and a beautiful day for 
the golfers. Once again, Shriners working hard 
and having fun for our Hospitals. 

Lady Bobbie and I stayed on the road, traveling 
to Charlotte to make our way to Las Vegas for 
the Potentates trip. After a detour through Dal-
las, we arrived at our destination to greet a large 
contingent of Shriners and friends from the Oa-
sis region, ready to have a blast in the “Town 
that never sleeps”. 

After checking into our room, Lady Bobbie and 
I visited the room of a friend who was not feel-
ing well. We were staying in the Excalibur Hotel, 
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Greetings Nobles, Ladies and Friends of Oasis 
Shriners,

By the time this edition of Oasis’ Desert Dust 
hits the newsstands we’ll be coming up fast on 
or finished with our 2017 Fall Ceremonial. The 
Oasis leadership team is continuously tinkering 
behind the curtain to make sure the Ceremo-
nial weekend goes off without or not too many 
hitches. Believe it or not, there is a tremendous 
amount of behind the scenes work that is un-
folded and refolded multiple times despite any 
head-start we are able to have. Sometimes it’s 
like we’re still building the airplane after we’ve 
already taken off, forget about landing. Blessed 
we are for Lady Linda and Debbie in the Oasis 
office as I regularly thank our lucky stars that we 
have a great administrative support team and 
there’s almost never a dull moment. With any 
good luck we’ll be able to report in next month’s 
article that we created a mass-quantity of new 
Oasis Nobles, sure to keep Oasis on top of the 
total member heap world-wide. Thank you ALL 
for keeping Oasis Number One.

In late September the Greenville Shriners Hos-
pital celebrated it’s 90-year anniversary and is 
still going strong. I, like most of you dedicated 
and committed members, get consumed with 
the inner-Fraternal side of our organization. I 
attended the Board of Governors Meeting the 
next day in an interim capacity until our next 
Oasis Board Member can become acclimated 
to the processes in 2018. There are 18 Shrine 
Centers in the Greenville Hospital’s catch-man 
basin, most of them correlate with our S.A.S.A. 
Temples. It is good to be able to participate with 
Shriners from many other Shrine Centers in the 
south-eastern United States, becoming / being 
involved with something of substance and poli-
cy on the Charity side is a good change of pace 
for the Greater Good.

Club and Units leaders please submit your 
2018 officer rosters so we can finalize and print 
the Oasis 2018 Directory before Christmas. By 
now, Secretaries, Unit Captains and Club Presi-
dents should have received by e-note an Excel.

doc form to fill and submit to Oasis. You don’t 
belong to an Oasis Club or Unit? You, my No-
ble friend, are missing out. It’s so easy to find a 
group that you like and talk-it-up with their mem-
bers, or contact any Oasis Divan member di-
rectly and they’ll be of service to get you rolling.

Remember, 2018 Shrine dues are payable by 
December 31st, 2017. Also, those members that 
have not yet paid their 2017 Shrine dues are now 
considered delinquent and will be suspended for 
non-payment (N.P.D.) on December 31st, 2017. 
Don’t run the risk of being suspended. If there 
is any doubt that you may or may not be current 
with your dues, please call or email the Oasis 
Shriners administrative office for clarification.

From the Useless Information File: Do you re-
call the 1985 movie St. Elmo’s Fire? Wow, 
that’s 32, almost 33 years ago! Here is a re-
cent copy-paste synopsis from a Google ar-
ticle: “A group of recent college graduates em-
bark on a series of misadventures in the real 
world”. At the time I could very well relate and 
to this day still have fond recollections, not just 
from the movie but my real world. There was 
almost too much misadventure and not enough 
graduating. Did you know... the title song “Man 
in Motion” by John Parr is about encouraging 
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a young teenage boy, in a wheelchair, to walk 
and run someday. That, as Shriners, we should 
all be able to empathize with.

Respectfully Submitted,
Bob Saye
Oasis Shriners Recorder

Your Desert Dust

WINNER OF THE 2017 
DROMEDARY AWARD!
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Oasis Patrolmen Receive 
Veteran Awards

On Friday, September 29, 2017, Oasis Patrolmen Peter Schuetz, 
Past Captain and Dr. Ralph Linn joined by his lady, Joy, were 
honored to receive their Oasis Patrol Unit Veteran Awards to cel-
ebration completion of time well served in the unit and for Oa-
sis. Patrol Captain Chris Hall asked Oasis Chief Rabban Johnny 
Burgess to have the honor of presenting the certificates. Con-
gratulations to these dedicated Patrolmen for the faithful service 
throughout the years.

Chris Hall
Captain, Oasis Patrol Unit

Oasis Past Potentate Receives 
60 Year Shrine Service Award
On Monday, October 9, Oasis 
Past Potentate Tom Price was 
honored at the Land of the Sky 
Shrine Club in Swannanoa, North 
Carolina upon receipt of his 60 
Year Shrine Service Award. Illus-
trious Sir Price became a Mas-
ter Mason in Phalanx Lodge 31 
in Charlotte, North Carolina in 
1956 and soon thereafter made 
the decision to become a Shri-
ner. He served Oasis Shriners as 
Potentate in 1994 and remains 
an active and involved member 
today. Several Oasis Past Poten-
tates and members of the Oasis Divan were present to honor Illustrious 
Sir Price. Chief Rabban John Burgess presented the service certificate 
on behalf of the 
Imperial Poten-
tate and Marshal 
Chris Hall, the 
club’s Divan rep-
resentative, read 
a letter from the 
Imperial Potentate 
while Illustrious 
Sir Price’s wife, Jo 
and daughter, Su-
sie proudly placed 
the 60 Year Ser-
vice Award lapel 
pin upon him.

OASIS STEEL DRUM BAND Got that island flair? 
Know your way ‘round those wild 

tropical shirts? 
then come join one of the 

most popular parade 
& entertainment units

- THE OASIS STEEL 
DRUM BAND!

call captain cody Gustafson 
704-498-5029
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PAYMENT PROCESSING FOR A CAUSE
Join NASCAR driver, David Ragan in raising funds 

for the Shriners kids. Processing with CashBack will 
lower your rates and will donate to the kids with 

every credit card transaction.

Call 888-442-3939
www.cashbackcorp.com/shriners

get more information and a free quote

Whether it’s Buying OR Selling...
Call Toleah for all of your Real Estate needs!

Serving Iredell, Mecklenburg, Catawba, Lincoln, 
Cabarrus, Union, Stanly, Rowan and all 

surrounding counties.

Toleah Poplin
Broker, REALTOR®

704.400.4044 Direct
310 S Main Street • Davidson, NC

Alan W. “Al” Madsen, Past Imperial 
Potentate of Shriners International, 
and Lady Jan Madsen Are Proud 
to Support Toleah Poplin as their 

personal REALTOR®

Elkin Jonesville Shrine Club Annual Golf Tournament

The Elkin Jonesville Shrine Club had a good turn out of Nobles and Ladies for their 
annual golf tournament. This year, the tournament was held at Silo Run in Boonville, NC. 
As always food and great fellowship were present.

2017 SCHEDULE

November 18 Veterans Appreciation Night

December 1 Oasis Patrol 
December 2 Oasis Elections
December 16 Shrine Bowl

REMINDER: All ads & articles for the 
December edition of the Desert Dust 

must be submitted to Terry Cox - 
coxterj@hotmail.com by November 10.

Like us on 
Facebook 
 facebook.com/  
   SHCGreenville
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Another Successful Annual Car Show for Keystone Kops
The Oasis Shriners Keystone Kops Unit has 
completed another successful year with our “Belmont 
Hot Summer Nights Cruise-In”! This cruise-in has 
been going on for many years and continues to be a 
hit, not only for the Keystone Kops, but for everyone 
involved, but most importantly the kids and families 
that reap the benefits from our hospitals!

The cruise-in starts on the 1st Wednesday of April 
and goes thru the last Wednesday of September 
and occasionally into the first couple of weeks of 
October, weather and participation pending. Noble 
Bill Poole is the guy who sets up the parking lots, 
hands out car owner door prize tickets and handles 
giving out all the prizes every single week and 
Noble Bill has been doing this since the start of the 
cruise-ins!

There are not enough words to describe what goes on in downtown 
Belmont, NC on any given Wednesday night during a cruise-in, but one 
word does come to mind….Magical. For the most part it is the same faces 
every single week coming out to support our hospitals and supporting 

the Keystone Kops. On average we raise 
$700-$1000 every week selling those 
little red tickets for $1 each!  More times 
than not, the winner of the 50/50 will give 
back either a portion of their winnings or 
ALL of it! And the winners will tell you 
that the kids need it more than they do. 
Outstanding!

The Keystone Kops solicit monthly 
sponsors and sometimes we have multiple 
sponsors for one month. The following 
have been our monthly sponsors for this 

year, Deese Logistics, Bill and Sandy Poole and 
Holden German Racing, Belmont American Legion 
Post, Friends for Lawson Golf Tournament, Terry 
Smith & Penny Briggs of Salon 38, Mark Perigo 
Heating and A/C, Kyle Patty of Classic Truck Agency, 
Glenway Premium Pub, Friends Restaurant and the 
City of Belmont. Glenway and Friends provide the 
parking lots, beverages, food and provide the DJ’s, 
Johnny B and Brian Wilson, who play some of the 
best oldies and Carolina beach music on the planet.  
It is a proven fact that that all the pieces of the puzzle 
must fit in order for it to be successful.

On the first Wednesday of each month the famous 
Paddy Wagon shows up and that is always a big 
hit with the crowd. But we could not do any of this 
without our Ladies! Several of our Lady Kops show 

up, sell tickets, keep track of the money and work the crowd week after 
week and to this we send out a huge “Thank You!”.

Something new we did this year was we had  cruise-in t-shirts printed 
and they were a big hit. We sold some and we gave away some as door 
prizes. 

Putting on a cruise-in every week from 
April til October is not an easy chore. 
It takes lots of work and dedication, 
but when everyone helps out, it is all 
worth it in the end. If you are looking 
for a unit that has a lot of fun raising 
money, please get in touch with any 
member of the Keystone Kops. We 
meet the 2nd Thursday @ 7pm of every 
month at Sports Page Restaurant in 
Charlotte, NC on Belhaven Blvd.

Oasis Keystone Kops
Join us and have a fun time while raising money for the Shriners Hospitals!

Other Events Include:
•	 Meetings	the	2nd	Thurs.	of	the	month
•		 Annual	Keystone	Kop	Golf		Tournament
•		 SASA	and	Oasis	Installation	Trips
•		 Antique	Car	Show	Appearances
•  Bring Your Wife & Kids!

Contact Captain Don Deese for Information: 
704-578-8991		•		ddeese48@yahoo.com

CAPT. NOBLE SHEA FADEL, PC 
CHARLOTTE – 704/309-5396

LT. NOBLE DOUG TEAGUE, PC
TAYLORSVILLE – 828/381-8415

SEC. NOBLE JOHN ELDER, PC PP
HIGH POINT – 336/687-8139

NOBLE ALLEN JONES, PC
 THOMASVILLE – 336/313-0346

THE OASIS TEMPLE 
BAND

DID YOU PLAY IN A HIGH SCHOOL BAND OR COLLEGE BAND?  
IF SO WE NEED YOU!
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Greenville Holiday 
Donation Needs

Special Discounts 
for Shriners

The holidays are quickly approaching, and 
we are grateful to everyone who wants to 
help make this season special for our pa-
tients at Shriners Hospitals for Children — 
Greenville. This year, we are asking for your 
help in spreading the word regarding the 
following request:

Thanks to the generosity of a longtime donat-
ing organization, we will soon have all of the 
toys that we will need for our annual Santa’s 
Workshop. Due to extreme space limitations, 
we will be unable to accommodate tangible 
donations (toys, clothes, blankets, etc.) be-
yond this large delivery.

For this reason, we are asking that donors in-
stead provide gift cards to the hospital, in lieu 
of items that would require storage and/or may 
not be the best fit for those children in need. 
Gift cards that would best enable us to serve 
our patients include: Wal-Mart, Target, CVS, 
Walgreens, Visa and American Express. 
 
For those who may prefer to make a monetary 
donation, please visit Greenvilleshrinershospi-
tal.org. The donor will then click the “donate” 
tab on the top right-hand corner of the page. 
Then, designate his or her gift to Greenville on 
the pull-down menu.

Thank you in advance for your understanding 
and support. Your assistance in helping us 
educate our wonderful supporters regarding 
what would be most useful to our kids and the 
families we serve during the upcoming holiday 
season is greatly appreciated.

We’ve hidden Illustrious Sir Mike Neaves in this 

edition of the Desert Dust!  CAN YOU FIND HIM?
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Potenclown and his 
First Clownette.

Compass the clown puppy posing for selfies 
at the Shrine Circus.

Lots of animals, children, performers and 
clowns. One clown that looks very much 

like a Potentate that we all know and love.  
Thanks are extended to Noble Rodney 

Morgan and his crew, to include the Ladies 
who prepared snacks and meals for Shrine 

volunteers. Another year of a very successful 
Circus, with near record crowds.

2017 
Oasis Circus
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Moore County Shrine Club received funds on September 19 from 
Mr. and Mrs. Steve/Sue Durham.  The donations were generated by 
Steve and Sue hosting the Michael Cray Shrine Golf Tournament 
on July 29 at Foxfire Golf Club.  The Durham’s have been hosting 
this Shrine Golf tournament for four years in honor of Sue’s brother 
Michael who was treated at the Shrine Hospitals. This year the 
Moore County Shrine Club assisted with hole sponsorship 
donations.  The Durham’s organized the tournament and conducted 
a silent auction with the total proceeds of over $10,000 presented 
to the Moore County Shrine Club.

The Michael Cray Shrine Golf 
Tournament Raises Funds

WHAT A YEAR (thus far)!  There is so much going on in the world with 
the major hurricanes, fires in the Northwest, and earthquakes in Mexico 
as well as a tragic shooting in Las Vegas.  

We ask WHY these tragedies happen. Why do such events that change 
the lives of millions of people forevermore occur?

Rabbi Harold Kushner wrote the book entitled “WHEN Bad Things 
Happen to Good People”.  A few years ago in a speech he said, “I did 
not write WHY Bad Things Happen because that is not the question.  

The Rabbi said that the question is not WHY, but The question is:  
WHAT?  Now that this has happened, WHAT are we going to do?  
What can we do to love and support our brothers and sisters who are 
being and have been affected by the storms and tragedies?

One way is through the Masonic Service Association who collects 
contributions, and distributes the funds to Grand Lodges within the 
jurisdictions affected.  Take a look at the web site:  www. msana.com.  
Masonic Service Association, Tel: (301) 476-7330, Toll-free: (855) 
476-4010.  3905 National Drive, Suite 280 Burtonsville, MD 20866.              
Email: msaoffice@msana.com.  Coming together we do offer Hope to 
others.  

When we ourselves are carrying burdens that seem so very heavy how 
can we individually find hope?  How do we find hope for today and hope 
for tomorrow?

The Bible reminds us “God is the source of hope, (and will) fill you with 
joy and peace through your faith in him.  Then you will overflow with 
Hope.”  (Romans 15)

As the author of God Wink Stories writes, “In the final analysis, the 
answer to the question, “How can I find hope?” is to turn to God, 
because as Dr. Norman Vincent Peale writes, “Deep within you…
nothing is hopeless.  You are a child of God, and hope has been planted 
in you by God.”

Chaplain’s Corner

H-O-P-E
“Forward-looking, full of courage and optimism” 

– N.V. Peele

John Stanley, P.M., P.P. is Assistant Chaplain, Shriners International, 
Chaplain of Oasis Shriners and Minister of Visitation of First Presbyterian, 
Gastonia.  He can be reached at jstanley1@carolina.rr.com.  

If interested in joining the Oasis Clan #13 parade unit, please contact Jack Devine 
@ 828-464-9886, or Gary Patterson @ 704-938-3930 or Lee Moody @ 704-451-6151

The Hillbillies are lookin’ fer ya!

Pictured from left to right:
Bill Loeser, President of Moore Shrine Club, Steve Durham, Rudy 
Spurlin, Sue Durham, Tom Dunning, Eli Jaksic, George Kress, 
Treasurer, Andy Anderson, George Jepson, Jack Hendricks, Felice 
Schillaci, Chaplin, Mike Tardif, and Chuck Garner. 
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Shriners Kids Meet Animals 
with Limb Deficiencies Like 

Their Own
Patients with limb deficiencies at Shriners Hospital for Children 
in Greenville got to meet barnyard visitors with disabilities like their 
own during their recent clinic check-ups. A goat whose front leg was 
amputated after a serious infection was on hand along with a lamb who 
survived a dog attack to show the children that all creatures can lead 
happy lives regardless of their physical differences.

REPRINTED FROM WWW.GREENVILLEONLINE.COM

Shriners Hospitals 
for Children patient 

Brayden Dame meets 
Bee. Bee, a goat who 
lost a limb to a bone 
infection visited with 

patients with limb 
deficiencies. 

(Photo: CINDY 
HOSEA/Staff)

Bee, who lost her 
front limb to a bone 
infection, gets treats 
from Shriners patient, 

Emma Jundt.  

(Photo: CINDY 
HOSEA/Staff)

Shriners patient 
Lucas Jundt gives 

Bee a kiss.  

(Photo: CINDY 
HOSEA/Staff)

Tragedy in Las Vegas
During the first week of October, Illustrious Sir Mike Neaves and Lady 
Bobbie sponsored the yearly Potentates trip to Las Vegas. Little did they 
know that it would be memorable in more ways than one. 

As the Nobles, Ladies and friends were gathering, checking into their 
hotel rooms, shots rang out. Many of the Nobles, including Illustrious Sir 
John Sullivan and Lady Judy, were hustled from the hotel lobby to a safe 
area in the basement of their hotel, and a lock-down commenced. Sev-
eral of our members were housed in a hotel adjacent to the hotel that the 
shooter used as his sniper base, heard the gunfire, and thought it was 
fireworks. 

More than 50 people were killed, and nearly 500 were injured in a six min-
ute barrage of gun fire, targeting a concert in the square below several of 
the hotels. There were thousands of people gathered. 

Several of the Oasis crowd went to the concert site, but were turned 
away because the concert was sold out. They expressed disappointment 
at the time, but said a prayer of thanks later when they discovered that 
they could well have been the target of the sniper. 

We are so grateful that none of our members or Oasis guests fell victim 
to this tragedy, which is one of the worst mass shootings in the history of 
America. God was truly looking after our brothers and sisters.

FOR ADDITIONAL 
INFORMATION 

ON THE 
THUNDERING 

SCOOTER 
PATROL:

CAPTAIN 
LYLE SMITH 

336-209-8617

P.C. TERRY COX 
336-509-6545

Scooter Patrol

If you are a lady related by birth or marriage to a Shriner, Master Mason or Daughter of 
the Nile, you are eligible to become a member of this growing organization committed to 
supporting the important work of Shriners Hospitals for Children. For more information on 
this dedicated fraternal order for women, contact Sally Saulsbery at (704) 996-5064 or  
Betty Parker, PQ at (704) 654-7108 or email her at latona154char@gmail.com

Latona Temple # 154 Daughters of the Nile

Working together to benefit the children 
of Shriners Hospitals
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Giving Back with Amanda Restivo
Hello, My name is Amanda Restivo and I am a 
former patient of Shriners Hospitals for Chil-
dren. At nine months old my parents found out 
I was born with Spina Bifida Occulta, a birth 
defect that prevents an infant’s spinal cord 
from properly developing in utero. After receiv-
ing my diagnosis my parents turned to Shriners 
Hospitals for Children in Tampa Florida where 
I later received spinal surgery and many years 
of excellent care.

My time at Shriners was a memorable experi-
ence, as to this day I can recall the wonderful 
staff and the positivity that surrounded the halls 
of Shriner’s Tampa location. I am forever grate-
ful to Shriners Hospitals for Children, as they 
made a once difficult time in my family’s life that 
much easier.

Thanks to Shriners Hospitals for Children I was 
able to lead a normal life. I grew up playing 
sports and became a four-time All-American 
runner in track. I committed to Florida Gulf 
Coast University  in 2013 to run cross-country. 

This past May I graduated 
with a Bachelor of Science 
in Community Health. The 
care I received at Shriners 
inspired me to work with 
children. I will continue my 
studies with the goal of becoming a Child Life 
Specialist.

It is time for me to give back to Shriners Hos-
pitals for Children, as they have given me so 
much to be thankful for!  I created this fundrais-
ing page with the goal of raising $5,000 by the 
end of the year. The donations will directly sup-
port the patients at Shriner’s 22 locations. My 
hope is to bring awareness to the selfless work 
that Shriners provides to their brave patients 
on a daily basis.

Thank you for your help and support!
Kindest regards, Amanda Restivo

Visit Amanda’s page at https://donate.
lovetotherescue.org/fundraiser/926681.

For more Information please contact Brandon Watson 
704.707.5189 or oasispatrolunit@gmail.com

SPONSORSHIPS AVAILABLE
This is a fundraiser for the Oasis Patrol
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Activities Include:
Stars Of The Oasis Shrine Circus

Shrine & Community Parades
Social Gatherings that Include Your Wife

Individualized Instructions on Makeup & Costumes

Contact Captain John “Farris Wheel” Farris at 704-604-5024

OASIS SHRINE CLOWNS
  Accepting New Members No Experience Necessary
Come and join us and put a smile on the face of a child!

Land of the Sky Shrine Club of Asheville, NC was pleased to honor 
our Past Potentate Tom Price at our monthly meeting, October 9, 
2017. This marks his 60th year as a Shriner. Tom celebrated this 

occasion with his wife, Jo and his daughter, Susie and her husband 
Noble.Corky McClure. Joining in this celebration were many of 
the Divan from Charlotte, NC including Johnny Burgess, Ken 

Jarrett, Bill Harward, Rodney Morgan, John Elder, Tommy Helms, 
David Johnson, Chris Hall, and PP Johnny King. It was a night of 

festivities ending with a large cake made specially for Tom.

A Message from Your 
Imperial Potentate
Dear Fellow Nobles,  

The past couple months of this new Imperial Year have certainly been 
eventful, and we have been very busy. As I’m sure all of you are aware, 
back-to-back hurricanes – Harvey, Irma and Maria – recently caused a 
great deal of destruction and devastation throughout Texas, Florida, the 
Caribbean, Puerto Rico, and beyond, as have the recent earthquakes in 
Mexico City. These disasters affected many people, and our thoughts 
and prayers have been, and remain, with all those whose lives have 
been impacted. Shriners International will continue to provide support 
however possible, and we thank all our generous and compassionate 
nobles who have stepped up to help their fellow brothers in the aftermath 
of these tragedies. I received a sincere letter of appreciation from the 
MSANA, thanking Shriners for their support.  

On a positive note, our organizations have been making great progress, 
and our new programs are off to a fantastic start. I am enjoying the 
opportunity to meet and work with many of you, and look forward to 
the months ahead. I encourage each of you to keep up the good work 
– continue supporting our membership efforts, and the life-changing 
work of our philanthropy. It’s up to us to build our future by building our 
membership. I am committed; are you?  

Thank you for all you do to improve the lives of children worldwide.  

With best wishes and warm regards, 

Gary J. Bergenske, Imperial Potentate

Doc Phifer   •   803-675-7705   •   phifers@comporium.net

OASIS SHRINERS CAMPING CLUB
FUN – FOOD – FELLOWSHIP

COME JOIN US!

Join A 
Winning Team

NASCARTS

Captain George Hunsucker - Phone Number: 336-451-6250 
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Randolph County Shrine Club held its 1st 
Annual Shriners Hospitals for Children Car 
Show in North Asheboro, playing to a banner 
crowd.  The show displayed old cars, new cars, 
classic cars, funny cars, and even a Hillbilly 
Parade Car. Thanks to Butch Stalker and 
the other loyal members of Randolph Shrine 
Club for their excellent event, which raised 
$3,500.00 for our hospitals. Thanks also to 
the Randolph County Sheriff’s Department 
for having a presence at this event. We are 
looking forward to the next show already.
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Meet Saoud
Immigrating to a new country at age 10 
is challenging enough, but Saoud will 
tell you that it’s his physical disabilities 
that caused him the biggest problems at 
school. Kids bullied him because of his 
spina bifida.

Saoud, 15, was born in Morocco with his spi-
nal cord not completely developed and his 
left leg stuck to his back. Despite the condi-
tion not being diagnosed before birth, he was 
lucky enough to receive great care in his native 
country. When his family moved to the Mon-
treal, Canada area in 2012, they knew they 
wanted to continue Saoud’s care at a world-
leading facility, Shriners Hospitals for Children 
— Canada. In 2013, Saoud had a seven-hour 

operation on his right thigh at the 
hospital. He now returns to see 
a variety of specialists every six 
months.

Around the same time as his 
operation, Saoud was dealing 
with another problem, bullying. 
In grade six, boys used to not 
only tease him, but bully him 

about his physical limitations. In the school yard, 
they would run away from him and yell things like 
“catch us if you can, Saoud”, knowing full well 
that with one leg amputated and arm crutches, 
he couldn’t catch them. They did it over and over 
and Saoud made it clear he was upset.

After several weeks of the bullying, Saoud talked 
to his parents about it. They suggested he speak 
to a teacher he trusted. Saoud chose a teacher 

he liked and told her what was happening. She 
gave all the bullies detentions and told their 
parents that they had been bullying a newly 
arrived Canadian with disabilities. Detentions 
were taken seriously at that school and Saoud 
says the boys’ parents were quite angry with 
their sons. The bullying never happened again.

Saoud and his parents chose a high school 
with a very diverse population known for its 
good academics and accepting student body. 
The bullying affected Saoud, however, and the 
experience has encouraged him to speak out 
about bullying with Canada Shriners Hospi-
tal’s #CutTheBull campaign. In 2017–2018, 
he’ll be touring schools with a hospital spokes-
person, speaking to students about his bully-
ing experience and how he overcame it, with 
the hope of helping others facing a similar situ-
ation and doing his part to end bullying.
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Oasis Young Shriners Club
BRANDON PENLEY - PRESIDENT

THOMAS SUMPTER - VICE PRESIDENT

ROBBY SAYE - SECRETARY/TREASURER

We now have Oasis Young Shriners Club bracelets free with membership or for donation.

If you are under forty and 
interested in joining - Contact 

oasisyoungshriners@gmail.com 
Social - 6:30 PM
Meal - 7:00 PM
Meeting - 7:30 PM

What:    Monthly	Club	Meeting
When:    2nd	Wednesday	of	
	 each	month
	 Social	-	6:30	PM
	 Meal	-	7:00	PM
	 Meeting	-	7:30	PM
Where:  505	Pinkney	Road	
	 Dallas,	NC	28034

www.gastoncountyshrineclub.com

“No man ever stood so tall as when he stooped to help a burned or crippled child.”

OASIS PAST 
MASTERS UNIT
Are you a Past Master?
We are your unit. Join Us.
For more information:
Noble Gary D. Handy, Captain: (336) 416-1323
Noble Gordy Peeler, Secretary: (704) 223-1531

Come check out the
Cabarrus Shrine Club

Membership meeting is the last Friday of every month
Social at 6:30pm – Dinner at 7:00pm – Meeting at 7:30pm

Address: 1460 Oakwood Ave, Kannapolis NC
Nobles, Ladies and Guests Welcome!

Phone: 704-933-2797
Email: cabarrushrineclub@gmail.com  •  Web: www.cabarrusshrineclub.org

Like us on Facebook: Cabarrus Shrine Club 
We also rent out our building for your special events

Shriners Helping Masons
Dear Nobles, 

As you are aware, much of Florida recently experienced heavy hurricane 
activity and massive flooding. More than 60 percent of the state was without 
power at one time. Widespread flooding, depleted grocery shelves, and 
damage from high winds made life miserable for many. The Grand Lodge 
of Florida placed an appeal through the Masonic Service Association for 
disaster relief. In response, the MSA established a disaster relief fund for 
Florida, with all donations received to be transferred directly to Grand Lodge 
of Florida for distribution to those in need.  

Additionally, more than Florida was affected during Hurricane Irma. Our 
friends in Puerto Rico were also impacted. Below is an update from Shrine 
leaders in Puerto Rico and throughout Florida: 

Al Rai’e Saleh Shriners (San Juan, PR)
We are all doing fine. The surrounding islands got the worst part. We are 

HERE’S HOW YOU CAN GIVE:

Make checks payable to “MSA Disaster Relief Fund” and send them to:  
Masonic Service Association
3905 National Drive, Suite 280, Burtonsville, MD 20866   

Please write on the memo portion of the check, 
“Florida Disaster Appeal” to be sure that the money is 
specifically designated for the relief of Florida Masons. 

helping Masons and Nobles that came this week to hospitals here. We 
identified one Mason and we are taking good care of him. He was surprised 
for all we have being doing to him - Clothes, towels, blankets even did his 
laundry. Our Shriners are doing a good job. 

Araba Shriners (Ft Myers)
Here at the Shrine Center, we lost a big portion of our roof.  

Morocco Shriners (Jacksonville)
As for Morocco Nobles we have some that were flooded out and are now 
receiving insurance and FEMA assistance. The Morocco Shrine facility 
received very little damage. Also, Clay County Shrine Club is housing 
volunteers who are working clean up.  

Egypt Shriners (Tampa)
Egypt Shriners came through the storm in pretty good shape. Our facility, was 
not damaged too terribly bad. We do have a couple of large trees down on the 
East side of the facility, but that is about all. Many of our Nobles are still without 
electricity, but just as I type this response, many are coming back online. 

I have been in touch with Guatemala and they have no damage from the 
earthquake or storms. 

Azan Shriners (Melbourne)
Azan Shrine Center came through the storm ok.  Some fence damage and 
we lost one of our parade floats.  All else is good.

Our thoughts and prayers are with all those affected by Hurricane Irma.

Yours in the faith, Gary J. Bergenske, Imperial Potentate
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Captain “Jack” Stallings 704-609-0535

JUMPING HURDLES FOR CHILDREN

OASIS 
DUNE 
CATS

LEXINGTON SHRINE CLUB ANNUAL 
SMOKED TURKEY BREAST FUNDRAISER

WHERE : LEXINGTON MEMORIAL LODGE 473
 468 CENTRAL AVE. LEXINGTON, NC

WHEN : NOV. 23, 2017, THANKSGIVING MORNING      
WHAT : 8-10 LB. SMOKED TURKEY BREAST

TICKETS $45.00 PRE-ORDER
PICK-UP : BEFORE 9AM THANKSGIVING MORNING

For info. call 336-240-7796, 336-250-8930, 336-309-1327             
PLEASE leave message and number if no answer.  

TO BENEFIT SHRINERS CHILDREN’S HOSPITAL

Check us out at www.greensboroshrineclub.org or call 336-707-6588 for information.

Fourth Tuesday of the Month
• Monthly Meeting
  (Families & Guests Welcome)
• Program with meal & fellowship
• Doors open at 6pm with social time
• Dinner with program/entertainment
  at 7pm

Second Friday of the 
Month - Grill Night
Members & Guests
Grill opens at 5:30pm to 8pm

510 Gate City Boulevard (Formerly High Point Rd.)
Greensboro, NC 27407  •  336-299-5901

Rent The Shrine Club - Weddings, parties, dances & more!

- Mt. Mitchell Shrine club -

Our Shrine club is committed to community 
service and supporting the Shriners Hospitals for 
Children. We host the famous Fall Pecan Sale, 
and participate in the annual Paper Crusade, 
car shows, parades and many other high profile 
events to benefit our children. Our annual dues 
are $20. Call for more information!

Meets First Thursday of every month, centrally located in McDowell County
Contact: Noble Secretary Jack Wood 828-925-9663

Shriners on Bikes Shriners on Bikes 
met in early 
November 2014. 
The SOB’s were 
recharter as a 
riding club vs a 
motorcycle club. 
Our purpose is 
for Shriners with 
motorcycles to 
come together ride and have fun while supporting 
other clubs in units when possible. We will meet 
quarterly and weather permitting ride. There will be 
other rides scheduled based on the interests of the 
Riding Club. If you own a motorcycle and want to 
ride and have fun with other Shriners contact one 
of our Officers. 

PRESIDENT - Trent Oates 704-412-0120

VICE PRESIDENT - Steve Trites 704-517-2876 

SECRETARY - Gary Taylor 704-507-3693

TREASURER - Tim Morgan 704-634-8476 

SERGEANT AT ARMS - Kenneth Abernathy 

ROAD CAPTAIN - Joey Ham

Randy’s Celebration Bell: All Employees 
Invited to Be a Part of New Tradition
Today, “Randy’s Celebration Bell” rang out 
for the third time since it was introduced last 
month. The bell is quickly becoming an en-
dearing tradition at Shriners Hospitals for 
Children — Greenville as we use this as an 
opportunity to acknowledge major milestones 
and successes. Whether we are recognizing 
the first time a 10-year-old has taken steps on 
his own or honoring a 21-year-old patient who 
is receiving her last prosthetic, our hope is 
that each time the celebration bell rings – we 
will all recognize its meaningful sound.  

The Patient Care Services committee took the vision for the bell that Randy 
Romberger suggested after he witnessed a similar ceremony during his re-
cent treatment – and made it a reality. Now, all employees of Greenville Shri-
ners Hospital are invited to be a part of these celebratory occasions. 

The bell will ring for any of the following five reasons: 
• Last appointment • Last Mehta cast
• First steps  • Last surgery in a series
• Major milestone, as defined by a Department Director

If you are aware of any of these major successes, notify Michael Little at the 
front reception desk. Five minutes prior to when the patient is ready to ring 
the bell, Michael will make an announcement for all to gather in the lobby.  

If you believe the achievement of a patient merits a celebration bell ceremony 
but their feat is not among the five benchmarks listed above, please contact 
myself or Dr. Wattenbarger. We will then consider your recommendation and 
may make a special exception. 

“Randy’s Celebration Bell” is a wonderful way to bring us all together to wit-
ness first-hand the miracles achieved by our patients, and to cheer for the 
victories we work toward each day.   

Together, doing the right thing, the right way, every time, for every child. 

By Allison Windas
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A Message from Your Chairman of the Board of Trustees
Dear Fellow Nobles,

The last couple of months – with their unprec-
edented number of violent storms and other 
natural disasters – have been extremely stress-
ful and even frightening for many 
people. I want to commend ev-
eryone at headquarters, our hos-
pitals and our temples who was 
in the path of these destructive 
events for their calm professional-
ism, and for helping one another. 
There are programs in place to 
assist fellow masons and nobles 
in Texas, Florida and Puerto Rico 
at msana.com, and once we have 
adequate assessments of the sit-
uation in Mexico, we will make a 
decision about formalizing donor 
assistance efforts for this area. 
Communications with informa-
tion on assisting hospitals and 
patients in the affected areas have also been 
distributed.

Offering compassion and assistance to those 
in need is a hallmark trait of the nobles of our 
great fraternity. It is also what truly sets Shriners 
Hospitals for Children® apart from other pedi-
atric health care systems. The acceptance, the 
attention, the time and the hope that our amaz-
ing staff and volunteers give our patients are 
the best, most important gifts we provide – it is 
at least as important as the fact that we will pro-
vide excellent care and every medical resource 
we have to help a patient and family, regardless 
of the families’ ability to pay. 

I sometimes don’t think that we all realize the dif-
ference we make in the lives of our patients and 
families. A few months ago, I was visiting our Erie 
health care center during their 90th anniversary 
celebration and had the honor of hearing a pre-

sentation by a Dr. Martha Bruce, 
who was a former patient decades 
ago. She had polio as a child, and 
in 1945, her parents couldn’t find 
anyone to help their 15-year-old 
daughter. As Dr. Bruce said, “no 
one wanted to take a little black 
girl.” Someone in the family knew a 
Shriner, and consequently our Erie 
hospital took her and provided care 
for her. Dr. Bruce grew up, earned 
multiple degrees, and became a 
successful educator. She taught 
at a college in Africa, worked for 
24 years for the Youngstown City 
School district and spent six years 
teaching inmates at a state cor-

rectional institution to read. Would she have had 
this success without our help? We can’t know the 
answer to that for sure. What we do know is the 
difference we made in Dr. Bruce’s life was so im-
portant and lasting that she wanted to come back 
and thank the Erie hospital all these years later. As 
she spoke, she recalled every nurse, every meal, 
and the children that were in the beds to her right 
and left.

As I said at the Lexington hospital board meet-
ing, where I shared the story of Dr. Bruce, as an 
organization, and as members of Shriners Interna-
tional, we, including our ladies, are similar to the 
power generated by Niagara Falls.  That power 

is an accumulation of drops of water.  No one 
drop is more important than another. Collec-
tively it’s a team that creates a lot of energy.  
As an organization we generate a lot of power.   
We use that power to change the lives of chil-
dren.   While we have great staff and great lead-
ers, the true difference in our organization is in 
our commitment to changing lives, and to mak-
ing those changes through the incorporation of 
wrap-around care, which offers medical care, 
compassion and hope. These help our patients 
build self-esteem, and begin to believe in their 
futures, and their dreams.  Some have said that 
when you hope,   you have everything. I don’t 
know about that, but I do know that when you 
change lives, you change the world. 

How many times have you heard a story about 
a Shriners Hospitals patient saying “Thank you. 
Because of you, I have a life I didn’t believe was 
possible?” 

Certainly, both Shriners International and Shri-
ners Hospitals for Children face considerable 
challenges. But if each one of us is truly com-
mitted to the missions of our fraternity and phi-
lanthropy, and truly wants to change lives and 
make the world a better place, working togeth-
er, we can overcome any difficulties, accom-
plish any tasks, and meet any goals. 

Thank you for all you do for our 
patients and for our brotherhood. 

Yours in the faith, 
Jerry G. Gantt
Chairman, Board of Trustees

OASIS HIGHLANDERS

Contact Captain Mike Avery (704) 279-8076

Can ye play the pipes? Can ye play the drum?
Would you like to?

The Oasis Highlanders are recruiting new 
members and would like to hear from you. 
Experience is a plus, and so is the willingness to 
learn a rare skill. We also would like to have a 
drum major...Interested?

Red Fez Shrine Club - More than just your local Shrine Club.

16600 Red Fez Club Road, Charlotte NC 28278
Events Manager: Denise Pelow - (980) 875-1257 fezonlake@bellsouth.net

Call us for you next wedding or event rental
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Players’/Hall of Fame 
Banquet Tickets Available
Dear Game Fans:
 
Tickets are available for the 93rd East-West Shrine Game® Players’/Hall 
of Fame Banquet on Friday, January 19, 2018 at Tropicana Field in St. 
Petersburg, Florida. Meet and celebrate the best of college and professional 
football, with more than 100 of the nation’s top college all-star players, 
current NFL coaches, our NFL alumni, and Hall of Fame inductees. 

Guests enjoy a three-course dinner, following a social cocktail hour. The 
evening’s festivities include the presentation of our all-star college players, 
NFL team coaches, the East-West Shrine Game Pat Tillman Award, and the 
2018 East-West Shrine Game Hall of Fame inductees.

You will also have the opportunity to meet our biggest heroes, our Shriners 
Hospitals for Children patients, including Shriners Hospitals for Children’s 
2017-2018 National Patient Ambassadors, Emily Mellish and Isabella Rose. 
Aspiring sports broadcaster and Chicago Shriners Hospitals for Children 
patient, Alec Cabacungan, will also be in attendance, celebrating this special 
evening for Shriners Hospitals for Children and the East-West Shrine Game.

Players’/Hall of Fame Banquet 
Date: Friday, January 19
Time: Doors open at 5 p.m.; cocktail party begins at 5:30 p.m.; 
banquet begins at 6:30 p.m.
Location: Tropicana Field, St. Petersburg, FL
Cost: $60 per person
 
To purchase banquet tickets, visit our website at http://www.shrinegame.
com/Tickets/BanquetTickets

Each ticket includes dinner and non-alcoholic beverages: cash bar is 
available. Complimentary banquet parking is located in Tropicana Field 
Parking Lot 6. Shuttle service will be available to and from the Players’/Hall 
of Fame banquet from the host hotel, the TradeWinds Island Grand Resorts.

We hope that you can join us for this special all-star evening!

*PLEASE NOTE: TICKETS CANNOT BE REFUNDED OR EXCHANGED.

WE PLAY FOR THE CHILDREN
YOU DO NOT NEED TO KNOW HOW TO PLAY

CONTACT 
CAPTAIN LARRY  

GREGORY 
AT 

336-272-4011 
FOR MORE 

INFORMATION

COME JOIN THE OASIS ORIENTAL BAND

The Shriners Hospitals for Children Open
The 2017 Shriners Hospitals for Children Open will take place 
Oct. 30 – Nov. 5, bringing the PGA TOUR’s FedExCup to Las 
Vegas once again. The golf tournament, which helps support Shri-
ners Hospitals for Children®, will again be held at TPC Summerlin, 
and feature many of the top golfers in the world.  

For more 
information about 

the Shriners 
Hospitals for 

Children Open, 
including how to 
purchase tickets, 

please visit 
shrinershospitals

open.com.
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Come enjoy the East-West Shrine 
Game All-Star Experience! 
Once a year, Shriners and their families 
travel from across the world to gather in St. 
Petersburg, Fla., for an experience like no 
other. Where else can you enjoy a tropical 
getaway, mingle with professional NFL 
scouts, NFL coaches, and meet college 
football’s finest athletes? Not to mention 
the official host hotel, TradeWinds Island 
Grand Resorts, caters to world-class 
travelers who enjoy a first-class resort 
experience on the Gulf of Mexico’s finest 
beaches. Dine on the field at the Players’/
Hall of Fame Awards Banquet, and join 
the fun at the Shriners’ Pre-game Tailgate 
Party.

Now, you can make your All-Star 
Experience complete with a 7-day 
Western Caribbean cruise! 
Extend your tropical getaway, exploring 
paradise aboard Royal Caribbean’s 
Rhapsody of the Seas sailing from Tampa 
with stops in Key West, Cozumel, Belize 
City and Costa Maya, departing from Port 
of Tampa the day following the East-West 
Shrine Game, Jan. 21.

For complete details about all of our 
exciting events, game tickets and 
special offers available to Shriners, 
log on to the Shriners Village website 
(shrinersvillage.com) and see Events 
> Sporting Events, or call the game 
office at 813-281-8686.

PLAN YOUR TRIP
93rd East-West Shrine Game®  |  1.20.2018 Tropicana Field, St. Petersburg, Florida

3RD MONDAY 
of the MONTH

6 PM @ BIG DADDY’S
HWY 150 

MOORESVILLE
Noble Lee Maynard, 

PC, President 
336-996-8712

PAST 
CAPTAINS 

CLUB Nobles, the Legion of Honor Club has been formed! Here is a list of your current officers.

President Noble Jim Glen J-Glen@att.net 704-379-9217
1st Vice Noble David Johnson dtcarolina@wilkes.net 336-467-0107
2nd Vice Noble Don Greene donsgreene84@gmail.com 828-226-6069
Treasurer Noble Dick Weinberg hedjoff@ix.netcom.com 941-735-9426
Secretary Noble Eddie Wrenn chev1995@hotmail.com 704-579-8149
Chaplin Noble Dick Gardner  dpgard32@att.net 704-918-3399

LEGION OF 
HONOR CLUB

The Oasis Legion 
of Honor now has 
a Facebook page! 

Search Oasis 
Shriners Legion 

of Honor.If you or know of someone who would like to become a member of this 
new club please contact any of the Nobles above.
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Oasis Oldies
If you have a classic car or are 

interested in the old classics come 
join us for some fun and fellowship

Captain: Thomas M. Sumpter

1st Lieutenant: David Stillman

2nd Lieutenant: Steve Peeler 

Treasurer: Pat Stanley

We meet the 2nd Sunday of each quarter
3 pm - Lone Star Restaurant

700 Sullivan Rd. Statesville, NC
Oasis Shrine Wagoneers We have 3 very cool antique 

firetrucks and parade annually at 
the Oasis ceremonials, Welcome 

Easter Parade, SASA fall 
convention in Myrtle Beach  and 
several Christmas parades. Very 

inexpensive to join, no vehicles to 
buy, uniform and brass is the only 
thing needed.  $15 annual dues.  

For info contact: Captain Darrell 
“Catfish”Hunt - 704-661-9064
or at Jdhunt3429@gmail.com

Meetings usually in the Gaston/
Mecklenburg area.  Family 

is always welcome and 
encouraged to attend meetings.Oasis Shrine Wagoneers are currently seeking new members.   

Young Patients Learn There are NoLimits 
with UK Baseball and Softball  

Shriners patients participate in a NoLimits Sports Camp

Participating in sports provides opportunities to learn valuable lessons. 
Through organized sports young athletes learn to be part of a team, stay 
committed and push their limits. On Saturday, September 16th, patients 
from Kentucky Children’s Hospital (KCH) and Shriners Hospital for 
Children Medical Center — Lexington learned there are no limits to what 
they can do. 

The annual NoLimitsSports Camp, hosted by Shriners Medical Center, 
was a little different this year. With our recent move to the UK medical 
campus on South Limestone, we needed a new venue for our event; UK 
Athletics offered Cliff Hagan Stadium and John Cropp Stadium and some 
help from the members of the UK Baseball and UK Softball teams and 
Head Coaches Rachel Lawson and Nick Mingione.

Throughout the day patients had a chance to practice and develop their 
baseball or softball skills with drills in batting, catching, throwing and 

News Worth Sharing from Lexington Shriners Medical Center
nutrition. A member of UK Baseball or UK 
Softball accompanied their “buddy” to each of 
the stations to help them one-on-one. 

J.P. David, who has participated in the NoLimits 
Sports Camp in previous years, was able to get 
in on the fun once again. For 12 years, J.P. has 
been seeing physicians at Shriners Medical 
Center and KCH to receive care for cerebral 
palsy. Patricia, J.P.’s mother accompanied him 
to the camp, as she has done in previous years. 
She appreciates that Lexington Shrineres Medical Center gives patients 
the opportunity to have typical childhood experiences, especially when 
their health can sometimes prevent them from creating those memories. 
“He would love to just keep going but his body won’t let him. But when 
they host events like this; he realizes he’s not the only one and he feels 
like a normal kid,” said Patricia. 

For the first-time patients at KCH were also invited to participate in the 
camps. Jaxson Russell, who’s no stranger to UK Baseball, was glad to 
be back at Cliff Hagan Stadium. Jaxson has undergone two open heart 
surgeries in the first five years of his life. He is also being treated for 
pulmonary atresia. Baseball is important to the Russell family, after 
Jaxson’s diagnosis his father, Shannon founded a nonprofit that helps 
other children diagnosed with heart conditions enjoy the sport. They were 
excited to spend the afternoon with members of their favorite baseball 
team, Shannon said “For a program like this to take time out of their day 
to make these kids smile and have a memorable moment is tremendous. 
It’s something that they’ll never forget.” 

Illness can often take away the opportunity for young patients to have the 
same experiences as other children or their siblings. Sometimes things 
that happen outside of a clinical setting can be incredibly beneficial for 
health and wellness, Scottie Day, M.D., physician in chief of Kentucky 
Children’s Hospital said, “The opportunity for a child to attend this camp 
gives them an experience that proves to have a long-lasting effect on 
psychosocial development, including self-esteem, peer relationships, 
independence, leadership, values and willingness to try new things.”



DESERT DUST    NOVEMBER 2017     PAGE 21

305 
E Phifer St, 
Monroe, NC

SHRINE DANCE - 2nd & 4th Friday of every month
Starting @ 7pm. $10 admission.

OPEN TO THE PUBLIC  •  Full service bar  •  Live music by The Rock Bottom Band 
Playing all of your favorite country & southern rock tunes

MOORE COUNTY SHRINE CLUB 
& The Sand “T” Parade Unit

910-759-0571

Be sure 
to “LIKE” 

our Moore 
County 

Facebook 
page to 

see many 
photos!

November 2017

NAME CITY, STATE CREATED DIED

Edgar Wilkerson Jr Lexington, N.C. 5/15/71 7/21/17

John Moore Andrews, N.C. 11/5/88 8/6/17

James Revis, Jr. Marble, N.C. 9/15/73 9/26/16

John Burton Charlotte, N.C. 1/22/66 5/26/17

Joseph Richardson Murrells Inlet, S.C. 1/22/66 9/12/17

William Bailey Advance, N.C. 10/28/72 12/18/16

Velton Smith Little River, S.C. 5/2/70 9/15/17

James Bullock, Jr. Greensboro, N.C. 10/30/89 9/1/17

Harold Boyd Etowah, N.C. 11/5/82 9/22/17

Jack Davis Raleigh, N.C. 1/26/74 9/13/17

Thomas Elder, III High Point, N.C. 5/12/73 9/3/17

Richard Bradley Waynesville, N.C. 5/23/53 10/6/17

Michael Gheesling Sr Charlotte, N.C. 4/1/89 7/17/17

Passed Within the Unseen Temple

Land of the Sky Shrine Club of Asheville, NC were joined by the 
Street-Tiques of Asheville, NC at our monthly meeting, October 

9, 2017. They were there to celebrate memories of our Car Show 
we held with them August 12, 2017.  Also, they were with us to 
present a check for over $13,000 from the Car Show which will 
now be given to the Shrine Hospital for Children of Greenville, 
SC.  Each year we are pleased and honored to partner with the 

Street-Tiques to have this Car Show.

Shown presenting the check to our President, 
Noble Rob Freeman is Street-Tiques President, Brian Tipton. 

Noble Terry McShane, Captain of 
the Oasis Big Rigs, has acquired 
this mini-Big Rig, appropriately 
wrapped to display the Shriners 
Hospitals for Children.  He is 
willing to sell the Mini along 
with the trailer to transport it 
in at a very good price.  If you 

would like further 
information, you 
may reach him at 
715-697-9080 or 
at tmmcshane@
gmail.com. 



PAGE 22     NOVEMBER 2017    DESERT DUST

Honors

DONOR IN HONOR OF

Ted & Helen Burris Ted & Helen Burris
Claudette & Louis Bryson Flint Groves Baptist Church
Jerry & Carolyn Evans Graham Wilson
Betty Alexander & Susan Jones Graham Wilson
John & Nancy Garland  Graham Wilson
(Mountain Creek Baptist Church) 
Bill & Annette Smith  Graham Wilson
(East Meck Class of 1952-1953) 
Jean Greene (East Mecklenburg High Graham Wilson
School Reunion Committee) 
Joyce White (East Mecklenburg High  Graham Wilson
School Reunion Committee) 
Jo Anne Hilewitz & Terri McDonald (East  Graham Wilson
Mecklenburg High School Reunion Committee) 
David & Durand Newton (East Mecklenburg Graham Wilson 
High School Reunion Committee) 
Patsy & Bertram Griffith (East Mecklenburg  Graham Wilson
High School Reunion Committee) 
Sam & Billie Biggers (East Mecklenburg  Graham Wilson
High School Reunion Committee) 
Jacqueline Guy (East Mecklenburg High  Graham Wilson
School Reunion Committee) 
Ted & Evelyn Hand (East Mecklenburg High  Graham Wilson
School Reunion Committee) 
James Black Sr (East Mecklenburg High  Graham Wilson
School Reunion Committee) 
East Mecklenburg Class of 1953 Graham Wilson
James & Ruth Sample  Graham Wilson
Gleason & Kay Worrel James Roger Anderson
Elk Park Christian Church Wayne Lowe
John & Nancy Garland  Graham Wilson
Claudette & Louis Bryson Flint Groves Baptist SSC

Donations

 AMOUNT DONOR 

 $500.00  Robert Gresham

 $100.00  Tommy & Annie Greene

 $625.00  Stanly County

 $500.00  Lake Norman Shrine Club

 $200.00  Mtn. Creek

 $25,000.00  Clarke Power Services Inc

 $150.00  Fran Flowers

 $2,000.00  James & Anita Webb

 $100.00  Hilland Sabiston

 $300.00  Thermal Belt Shrine Club 

 $4,000.00  Mystic Shrine Club

 $50.00  Donald & Judy Tucker

 $6,000.00  Robbinsville Shrine Club

 $200.00  Robbinsville Shrine Club

 $500.00  Thomas Eller

 $46.89  Merrit Fouts

 $1,107.26  Avery County Shrine Club

 $50.00  Stephen & Deborah Cooper

 $33.49  United Way of Greater Greensboro 

 (2015 Campaign)

 $200.00  Jack E Millsaps

 $200.00  Ronald W Benfield

 $50.00  Doyle & Christine Bennett

 $100.00  Robert & Bonnie Myers

 $50.00  John Miles

 $3,000.00  Pisgah Shrine Club

 $100.00  Tommy & Annie Greene

 $2,351.62  Oasis Gospel Aires

 $150.00  Robbinsville Shrine Club - Fran Flowers

 $500.00  Marilyn Parker Lackey

 $146.37  Biltmore Iron & Metal Co., Inc.

 $4,655.00  Tri-County Shrine Club

 $50.00  Thomas Jenkins

 $400.00  Donald & Margaret Rhoney

 $25.00  Judy & James Coleman

 $4,181.00  Robbinsville Shrine Club (B&K Carnival)

 $1,000.00  Robbinsville Shrine Club (Thomas E Davis)
www.shrinershq.org  •  www.twitter.com/shriners

www.facebook.com/shrinersinternational

If you have not signed up for Shriners 
Village, do so today.

Shriners Village is a website designed to keep members 
of Shrine International up to date on all aspects of 

Shrinedom.  

Simply google Shriners Village and follow the instructions.  

So easy, even a Shriner can do it.
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Memorials

DONOR IN MEMORY OF
Ken & Vickie Jarrett Danny Dickenson
Kay & David Pace Bob Hopper
Howard & Shirley Keyes George Godsey
Allen & Sandra Childers Mike Cheesling
Amelia & Howard Wilson Jimmy Lineberry
Sticky Burch Dr. William R. Stafford, Jr
Sticky Burch Harriet Funk Vanstory
Charles & Cynthia Goode Robert Kirkley
Cliff & Linda Cole Jean Engleson
George & Betsy Wilcox Noble Rev. J. Richard Holshouser
Jerry & Anne Williams Michael Gheesling
Thomas Barringer & Allanna Ivy Michael Gheesling
Dorsie White Michael Gheesling
Keystone Kops Michael Gheesling
Toby & Sigrun Mapes Helen Buchanan
Shrine Ladies Aux Helen Buchanan
Greensboro Assoc. Of  Steven Blake
Electrical Contractors 
Brushy Mountain Shrine  Bob Hopper
Wayne & Martha Caldwell Bob Hopper
State Employees Association  Bob Hopper
of NC, Inc. District 9 
Charles Gates Bob Hopper
Jerrie McCracken Bob Hopper
Joey & Renee Williams Bob Hopper
Howard & Shirley Keyes Steve Blake
Lexington Shrine Club Edgar Lewis Wilkerson Jr.
Daniel & Sheila Eller Steven James Blake
Michael & Judy Thompson Steve Blake
Keith Lutz & Varnell Lutz John Wayne Ferguson
Keith Lutz John Wayne Ferguson
Judith & Frank Neal Charles E. Huneycutt
Patrick & Jennifer Tewksbury Steven Blake
Kenneth & Janet Batts Steve Blake
Bill & Laurin Carter Rupert Little
Bill & Laurin Carter David Reep
Bill & Laurin Carter Rev. J. Richard Holshouser
Howard & Shirley Keyes Lady Ruth Kluttz
Harold & Barbara Balkcum Steve Blake
Jimmy & Shirley Barney Roger Beane
Jerry McCorkle Doug Ross
Brad, Angela, Kyle, Shelby  Michael Gheesling Sr.
& Allison Watts 
Linda W Hardin / Denise Walter Charles E Honeycutt
Shirley Walser Dennis Sockwell

Skyline Membership Corporation Everette Little
John & Phyllis Digh, Jonavonne  Gene Leonard Saine
and John Digh Jr 
Lincoln County Shrine Club  Gene Leonard Saine
(Ronnie and Paulette Saine) 
WM Alred Keller Joe Grzesiak
Edward & Karen Connell John Wayne Ferguson
John & Rose Chesser John Wayne Ferguson
Bobbie Myers (High Scool Class  John Wayne Ferguson
of 1954 at Cramerton High School) 
Steve & Bonnie Walker Steve Blake
YMCA of Greater Charlotte Wayne Ferguson
Lincoln County Shrine Club  Darrell Sain
(Gary & Tilly Willis) 
Kenneth or Glenda Kluttz Mary Richardson 
(James Richardson) 
Kenneth or Glenda Kluttz  Jim Bullock
(Sherry Bullock) 
Doris White Marium M. White Jr.
Martin Oehler & Melanie Cruse  Christine Oehler
Paul & Sybil Hagerty  James Bullock, Jr
Ken & Vickie Jarrett  Joe Grzesiak
Burch Living Trust (Walter Burch) Mary Richardson
Burch Living Trust (Walter Burch) James R. Bullock, Jr
Paul & Sybil Hagerty  Mary Richardson
William Robertson Jimmy Robertson 
 & Lady Audrey Robertson
Nancy & Everett Henderson  Jimmy Lineberry
(Randleman High School Cls 59) 
Madge McNeill Everette Little
Joyce & Boyd Barlow Everette Little
Bob & Doris Burroughs Mary Richardson
Jack & Linda Wallace Mary Richardson
Elizabeth D. Kimberling Helen Buchanan
The Hotel Tavern Rev. Everette Little
Star United Methodist Church Joseph E. Richardson “Joe Ed”
Myrick Construction Inc Joe Ed Richardson
Moore County Shrine Club Michael Cray
Noble Howard & Shirley Keyes Lady Mary Richardson
Stacey & Kenneth Hilliard Joe Ed Richardson
Wayne & Jane Miller Noble Steve Blake
Allen & Janet Madsen Mary Richardson
Royal Order of Jesters Jim Bullock
Royal Order of Jesters Joe Richardson
Jerry McCorkle Steve Hager
Robbinsville Shrine Club  Christine Oehler
(Martin Oehler) 
Byron  & Margaret Colson John Howell Colson
Robyn & William Vandresser Mary Richardson
David Ayres III Steven James Blake



PAGE 24     NOVEMBER 2017    DESERT DUST


