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Nobles and Ladies,

We are off to a great start 
in 2013.  The showing of 
support and love exhibited 
by those who attended the 
Installation of Officers for 
Oasis Shrine truly warmed 
my heart. It is a night that 
Rhonda, the kids and I will 
never forget.

I would especially like to 
thank my friends at the Ca-
tawba County Shrine Club 
for the marvelous meal they 
prepared, and for their sup-
port.  The task of serving 
such a great meal for over 
500 people was surely a 
mission of love.  For this, 
we will be eternally grateful.

As you all have already seen, 
the slogan for Oasis Shrine 
in 2013 is “Putting Kids 
First”.  Your Divan, and the 
supporting cast of many 

volunteers, will focus on the 
one thing that sets Shriners 
above all other organiza-
tions – the “kids”.  It will 
be the mission for all that 
we do this year to exemplify 
this motto.   It is such an 
important part of my life, 
having grown up as the son 
of a truly dedicated Patient 
Coordinator who put his 
heart and soul in to helping 
unfortunate children live a 
normal life.  This mission 
became so much more im-
portant to me after I became 
a father of two.  Rhonda and 
I had no reservations about 
making this our slogan.  It 
truly describes the goal 
which every Shriner lives 
for each day.

You will notice that our Des-
ert Dust will have a new ap-
pearance this year, thanks 
to a staff that is dedicated 
to providing worthy infor-

mation about our clubs, 
units, and more especially 
our children.  In addition to 
the monthly Potentate mes-
sage, you will also enjoy a 
message from our Record-
er, Gary Taylor, highlight-
ing progress at your Shrine 
Headquarters, and a mes-
sage from our Chaplain, 
which I am sure you will find 
enlightening.  Our Member-
ship Chairman, Ken Bowen, 
will keep you abreast of 
membership ideas.  These 
additional messages will 
provide you with insight as 
to what is going on at Oasis 
from within Charlotte, and 
throughout the jurisdiction.  
Please take a few moments 
to read these messages, as 
I am sure you will find they 
contain very valuable infor-
mation.

The website has been up-
dated, and a new email 

notification system is being 
implemented which will 
enable those who wish to 
receive not only updates as 
they occur, but to also view 
the Desert Dust.  Please 
log on to this new and im-
proved website at www.
oasisshriners.org to be in-
cluded in up to the minute 
information.

To those who were un-
able to join Rhonda and 
me at the installation, I am 
proud to inform you that 
our daughter, Holland, 
presented her fundraising 
idea, from which she hopes 
to generate $10,000.00 for 
our Shriner’s Hospitals.  
(Please read “Holland’s 
Hope” in this issue of the 
Desert Dust).  Following 
her presentation, I spoke of 
“Legacy”.  Her late grandfa-
ther, Forrest Laxton, passed 
away when Holland was 

only 5 years old, and only 
a short 7 weeks after we 
were installed on the Oa-
sis Divan.  He made such a 
great impression on me, on 
my family, and on all who 
knew him, and that passed 
on to Holland.  As a result, 
his Shriner’s Legacy lives on 
through his granddaughter.  
I asked the audience to re-

flect for a moment, and to 
determine what will be their 
“legacy.” To my wonderful 
and dedicated dad, I now 
say, “Pop, I hope to make 
you proud in all I do as Po-
tentate in 2013.

Yours in the Faith; 
Fred Laxton 
“Putting Kids First”

Hello Nobles, Ladies, and 
Friends of the Shrine,

Well, it has been over five 
years since we talked last, 
and I want to say how ex-
cited I am to be able to 
once more share thoughts 
about our great fraternity 
in general, and most es-
pecially about Oasis Shri-
ners.  I want everyone to 
know that I take my role as 
Oasis Recorder very seri-

ously and will strive to be 
the eyes and ears of every-
one to provide feedback to 
and from the leadership 
team of Oasis.  Please let 
me know of all sugges-
tions you may have on 
better ways to coordinate 
the activities of the Shrine, 
as well as areas that need 
improvement.  There are 
currently many challenges 
facing our fraternity, both 
internal and external, but I 

know that in the end, our 
Shriner family bonds will 
prevail.  

On another note, I am 
happy to say that I am 
very impressed with the 
improvements within our 
Oasis organization over 
the last five years.  The fi-
nances have improved, the 
front office area is running 
well, and the management 
of our necessary rental ac-

tivity is topnotch and con-
siderably more predictable 
than when I left office as 
your 2007 Potentate.  In 
closing, I am looking ex-
tremely forward to serving 
all of you this year, and 
welcome any and all sug-
gestions for improvement.  

Take care until next 
time, 
Gary
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In a series of articles throughout the year, we 
would like to introduce you to the members of the 
Board of Directors (Divan) for Oasis Shrine.  We 
hope these articles will give you some insight into 
those who are chosen to lead our magnificent Oa-
sis Shrine.

Illustrious Sir Fred Laxton, Potentate for Oasis 
Shrine, was born and raised in Hickory, NC, gradu-
ating from Hickory High School.  He attended the 
University of North Carolina at Greensboro, obtain-
ing a business degree in accounting, and becoming 
a Certified Public Accountant.  He currently lives 
in Newton, NC, and is the COO of Piedmont Cor-
rugated Specialty Company.  

He and Lady Rhonda are the proud parents of 
daughter Holland, 13, and son Warner, 9.  Both of 
their children are extremely active in sports, and, of 
course, the apples of their parents eyes.  

Noble Fred is a prime example of what many Mas-
ter Masons wish for in our several organizations.  
He is that rare individual who became a Mas-
ter Mason while in College.  He was initiated in 
Hickory Lodge #343, and received his coaching in 
Greensboro from a Mason who was a resident of 
the Masonic and Eastern Star Home.  He would re-
turn to his home Lodge to stand proficiency, and in 
1995 was raised to the sublime degree of Master 

Mason.  He immediately became active in his Lodge, 
and began his quest to become a Shriner.

He was made a Shriner in November, 1995, and be-
came a member of  Catawba County Shrine Club, and 
served as President in 1999.  He has also served as 
Patient Coordinator, and as an Ambassador.  His inter-
est in the Shrine began at an early age when he would 
go with his late father, Noble Forrest Laxton, the Pa-
tient Coordinator for Catawba, to visit with parents 
and patients who were to be referred to our Shriner’s 
Hospitals.   He recalls many instances when he would 
be out in public with his father, and someone would 
approach them and thank his father for helping to get 
their child into the Shriner’s Hospital.  These experi-
ences had a lasting impact on him, and his quest, to 
this day, is to help the burned and crippled child.  

Noble Fred enjoys, above all, watching his children 
play sports, and enjoys golf, travel, and especially 
beach time with his family.  He is a devoted family 
man, and a devout Shriner who sincerely believes that 
our wonderful Fraternity has an impact on the youth of 

today, and ultimately our world.  

We welcome Illustrious Sir Fred Laxton, and Lady 
Rhonda, to the helm of Oasis Shrine, and I am sure 
that you will join with me to lend him all of the 
help we can muster to make his year as Potentate 
fruitful and fulfilling.

Illustrious Sir Fred Laxton

Illustrious Sir Fred Laxton and Lady rhonda with their childen, 
son Warner, 9, and daughter Holland, 13. 
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The Divan for Oasis Shriners compose the Board of Direc-
tors for one of the largest Shrine centers in the world.  It 
is necessary that all members of the Oasis family know 
these dedicated men, who make the decisions which 
have caused our great Oasis Shrine to be one that is en-
vied throughout Shrinedom.

Our newest member of the Divan is Noble Ken Jarrett.

Ken was born in San Diego, California, the son of a Navy 
serviceman.  He later moved to Newton, NC, where he 
currently resides.

He has been married to “The” Vickie Jarrett for thirty-
three years, and is the proud father of two daughters, An-
gie and Reva, and proud would not come close to describ-
ing the joy he shares for his 11 year old granddaughter, 
Harley.  

He completed his secondary education at Fred T. Foard 
High School, and quickly moved into the business world.

Ken is the owner of a Mac Tools franchise, having suc-
cessfully been employed in this capacity for the past 22 
years.

Ken Jarrett He was raised a Master Mason in Hickory Lodge #343 
in March, 1993, and has been an active member of this 
Lodge for twenty years.  He is a member of York Rite.  
He is one of those rare Shriners who is actively involved 
in a number of Masonic organizations, as well as being 
one of those faces that we see at nearly every Oasis 
function.  

He is a founding member of the famous Gator Patrol, 
a member of Hillbilly Clans #2 and #13.  He is a Turtle, 
a Flea, a member of the Ugga Tribe, and a member of 
Jesters Court #109.  As you can see, he spreads himself 
through quite a number of our organizations, and is val-
ued in each of them.

As noted by the name of his granddaughter, his hobbies 
include motorcycle and ATV riding, and he and his family 
delight in spending time at the beach.

Ken has served as a board member of the Interstate 
Truckers Association, was featured on the cover of 
Overdrive Magazine in 1989, complete with an article 
exploiting his success.  

He currently serves on the Cemetery Board, is a mem-
ber of the Board of Trustees at Plateau United Method-

ist Church in Newton, NC, and serves as a member of 
the Board at Sands Villas Homeowners Associaton, N. 
Myrtle Beach, SC.

Ken says his proudest moments as a Shriner are those 
he experiences when Shrine patients and families re-
member our efforts for all of our patients, long after their 
treatment has ended. 

We are fortunate to have members such as Ken Jarrett, 
and still yet more fortunate to welcome him to the Board 
of Directors of Oasis Shrine.  With his business experi-
ence, his dedication to the Masonic and Shrine philoso-
phy, he will be a true asset to our proud fraternity for 
many years to come.  Join me in welcoming him to his 
new position as 2nd Ceremonial Master of Oasis Shrine.
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Many of us have children, or perhaps 
grandchildren, who have reached 
that pinnacle in life when they tran-

sition from being a child, to the wondrous 
teen years.  When we think of an early teen 
young lady, we envision a budding person 
with their world revolving around telephone 
calls to their girlfriends, make up, lip stick, 
and boys.  Seldom do we find a young lady 
who is willing to put down the tools of the 
teen years to endeavor to help those less for-
tunate than she is.

We have such a young lady in our midst.  Hol-
land Laxton, daughter of Illustrious Sir Fred 
Laxton and Lady Rhonda, who addressed the 
nobility at her father’s Installation and made 
it her goal to raise $10,000.00 for our Shri-
ners Hospitals during the 2013 year, and chal-
lenged Nobles and Ladies of Oasis Shrine to 
help meet this goal.

Her idea was hatched prior to her 13th birth-

Holland’s Hope
day, when she approached her parents and asked 
if she could have a birthday party, but rather than 
get personal gifts, ask her guests to bring money 
to donate to the Shriners Hospitals.   After a family 
discussion, it was decided that she would launch 
an effort during 2013 to make a huge difference 
– to raise a significant amount of money through 
the generosity of the Fraternity that her late grand-
father and her father hold dear to their hearts.

This is not Holland’s first venture into a benevo-
lent cause.  She has a long history of fundraising. 
One very memorable fundraiser occurred when 
she was only 6 years old.  Using her artistic tal-
ent, she used paper towels, coloring the bottom 
2/3 green, and the top 1/3 different colors, folding 
her art into a rose, and selling them throughout a 
hospitality room gathering, donating the money to 
our Shrine Hospitals.

It is indeed heartwarming to know that Holland, 
despite the distractions of youth, has achieved this 

R
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OASIS HIGHLANDERS

Contact Captain Tom Barnhardt
Home: 704-932-0727
Cell: 704-796-5762

Can ye play the pipes?

Can ye play the drum?

Would you like to?

The Oasis Highlanders 
are recruiting new mem-
bers and would like to hear 
from you. Experience is a 
plus, and so is the willing-
ness to learn a rare skill. 
We also would like to have 
a drum major...Interested?

The World Loves A Clown
Come and join us and put a smile on the face of a child!

Stars Of The Oasis 
Shrine Circus

Shrine & Community Parades

Social Gatherings that 
Include Your Wife

Individualized Instructions 
on Makeup & Costumes

Contact 
Captain French B. Harvey 
“Patches” for information

704-840-8076

OASIS SHRINE CLOWNS
  Accepting New Members

No Experience Necessary

Activities Include:

benevolent attitude by simply observing her late 
grandfather, Forrest Laxton, and  her dedicated 
father, Illustrious Sir Fred, in their efforts to help 
those who are less fortunate. 

Envelopes are available at the Oasis office, or 
can be obtained from your Divan representative.  
Please give generously, and watch for her prog-
ress in each month’s issue of The Desert Dust.
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Over 80% of these players will go on 
to the NFL. And, to a man, the highlight 

of their week was visiting Shriners 
Hospital in Tampa. 

ST PETERSBURG, FL
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With their participation in the Aberdeen, NC Christmas Pa-
rade, the SAND-Ts turned out a full complement of vehicles 
and drivers. Missing only the airplane from their “wing’s” 
division, which is currently undergoing an extensive up-
grading to make it “air-worthy” again, the unit participated 
in the last parade of 2012 with no mishaps and “no child 
left behind”. A huge turnout of children was evident from 
the many floats carrying church and scout groups and an 
amazing number in the spectator ranks. The Southern Pines 
Christmas Parade the previous Saturday had the largest 
turnout of children ever seen locally. Thanks probably to 
the number of young military families moving into Moore 
County with the Fort Bragg base re-alignment program.

The weather in Aberdeen was almost balmy as the year’s 
last parade finished and everything was packed up until the 
March St Paddy’s Day parade in Pinehurst, which kicks off 
a new season. During this past year, the sign trailer, which 
leads the unit in all our parades was extensively upgraded 
with a new paint job and repair of wiring for lights and 
changes to the motor to get the FEZ rotating again. Larry Go-
lay also keeps upgrading his Model-T fire engine with new 
“bells & whistles” and is looking for an ambulance driver to 
take over his older vehicle. Is there a Noble who would like 
to get involved with our unit? 

Finally, in December the Moore County Shrine Club held 
it last meeting of the year. As usual it was a ladies night 
meeting and also per usual, invited present and past Poten-
tates and Divan members for a fine dinner at the Midland 
County Club’s Table-on the-Green Restaurant. Bill Parke was 
installed as incoming President for the 2013 club year, and 
is anticipating a busy and rewarding time for members.

The News from Moore County

WWW.CLICKLIBERTY.COM

Steve Lee, Internet Manager
Provost Guard

Scott McCorkle, Owner
Drum & Bugle

Rick McLemore, Sales Manager
Provost Guard

9028 E. IndEpEndEnCE BLvd., 
MaTThEWs nC 28105 704-708-8000

“On the square pricing”

On aLL BuICkS anD GMCS!Special Pricing
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The final official duty 
performed by Poten-
tate-elect Fred Laxton 

prior to becoming Illustrious 
Sir was to install officers in 
front of 40 members of the 
fastest growing club in Oasis.  
Celebrating its 10th year of 
existence, the Oasis Camp-
ing Club was honored by il-
lustrious-To-Be at Post Office 
BBQ (owned by club member 
Larry Huffman) in Hickory.  
Outgoing President Don Lee 
and Lady Mary passed the 
gavel to new President Mike 
Smalley and Lady Doris.  
     The Oasis Camping Club be-
gan with a group of seven cou-
ples at Maggie Valley. This year 
seventy-six (and counting) will 

be on the role. The 10th an-
niversary trip will be a visit to 
the Greenville Shriners Hos-
pital which will include a pri-
vate lunch with Executive Di-
rector Randy Romburger and 
a private tour. This takes place 
April 26. There is still time to 
join the club and make reser-
vations to join us in Greenville. 
This is THE BEST way to visit 
our hospital. Dues are $20 
and only the Camping Club 
offers a money-back guar-
antee that you will have fun! 

For more information contact 

Mike Smalley at  

(704)482-5775 or      

mike6244@carolina.rr.com  
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On an evening filled with fun and fellow-
ship, Noble Fred Laxton was installed as 
the 117th Potentate of Oasis Shrine, with 

Past Potentate Illustrious Sir Paul Hagerty, Jr. serv-
ing as Installing Officer and witnessed by a packed 
house of Shriners, Ladies, and guests.  Immediately 
following his Installation, Lady Rhonda, daughter 
Holland and son Warner had the honor of adorn-
ing Sir Fred with his Potentates fez and 
jewel.

The Oasis Patrol presented to Sir Fred 
an honorary membership, as they have 
done for all Potentates in the past, and 
presented to he and Lady Rhonda jack-
ets emblazoned with the Patrol logo, a 
gift he will treasure for years to come.

The Oasis Scooter Patrol presented Sir 
Fred with a hand made, one-of-a-kind 
wooden fez box, constructed by mem-
bers of the Scooter Patrol.

What makes this passing of the gavel unique and 
historical is the fact that Illustrious Sir Fred is the 
youngest Potentate in the history of Oasis.

During his installation speech, the Illustrious 
Sir spoke to the guests about his heritage in the 
Shrine, his goals for 2013, and encouraged the 
Nobility to strive to leave a legacy that they would 

be proud of – dynamic words befitting a Fraternity 
such as ours.

His daughter, Holland, also spoke, outlining her 
project to raise $10,000.00 for our Children’s Hos-
pitals in 2013.  It is so enlightening to see a 13 year 
old girl whose life has become so impacted by her 
father and grandfather that she has become so de-

voted to our Children’s Hospitals.  
You can read about her project in 
this edition of the Desert Dust. 

Following a social hour, a deli-
cious meal of prime rib and 
chicken, vegetables and deserts 
was served by members of Cataw-
ba County Shrine Club.  No caterer 
or fine restaurant could have done 
a better job of preparing and serv-
ing the meal.  

The remainder of the evening was 
filled with music, dancing and fellowship.  Those 
members and guests who attended will certainly 
remember this evening as one of the best in their 
Shrine career.  You will see by the pictures in 
this issue that there were only infectious smiles 
throughout the crowd.  I think everyone will agree 
that this evening was only a small example of the 
great year planned by Illustrious Sir Fred, Lady 
Rhonda, and the Oasis Shrine team.
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Dear Fellow Nobles and Ladies,

HAPPY NEW YEAR TO YOU AND YOUR 
FAMILY!

The December schedule began on Mon-
day the 4th with a stellar performance in 
the beautiful New York Grand Lodge Au-
ditorium.  Donna Kane, whose daughter 

is a scoliosis patient at 
the Philadelphia Hos-
pital, and her friends 
(all Broadway perform-
ers) entertained us 
with their favorite show 
tunes.  Mark the first 
Monday of December 
2013 on your schedule 
for the next edition of 
this event.

Attending the Shriners 
home office employee service 
awards luncheon confirmed 
what we already knew…we 
have a great group of very loyal 
employees.  Forty employees 
with years of service ranging 
from five to 30 years were hon-
ored for their contributions to 

our organizations.  
Combined, their 
efforts reflect 455 
years of dedica-
tion and commit-
ment. After the 
awards were pre-
sented, everyone 
celebrated and 
had a wonderful 
time.

Next we traveled 
to the 76th annual Shrine Bowl of the Carolinas game, held at Wofford 
College stadium  in Spartanburg, S.C. Everyone played a great game; ul-
timately the South Carolina high school all-stars beat the North Carolina 
all-stars 23-19. The popular event was attended by more than 7,500 
supportive fans, family members, volunteers, high school band mem-
bers, cheerleaders, Nobles and Ladies.  Imperial Sirs Wayne Lachut and 
Dale Stauss and their Ladies, Janet and Cheryl, attended the weekend 
events surrounding the game on behalf of Shriners International and 
Shriners Hospitals for Children. The Players Banquet on Friday night 
had a sell-out crowd. The game’s Patient King, Brando Peek, and Patient 
Queen, Marly Wiseman, were recognized at the Players Banquet and 
greeted by all the players from both teams.

While in South Carolina, we visited the Greenville Hospital where our 

tour was given by patient Marina Hooker.  A visit to Santa’s workshop 
was a special place for us and the patients to visit.  Hejaz Potentate Ron 
Kennedy and his lady, Shirley, hosted a dinner in our honor.  Former 
Shriners Hospitals patients Kristian Champion, who is the reigning Miss 
Wheelchair North Carolina, and Sydney Sill, the current Miss Teen South 
Carolina shared their stories with those in attendance.  It was a good 
evening with lively conversation.

Our next stop was the Boston hospital for the Board of Governor’s 
monthly meeting, chaired by David McKechnie. We joined hospital 
employees for their holiday luncheon in the cafeteria that day. Excite-
ment was high as winners of the auction baskets were announced. The 
themed baskets had been assembled by various work groups. Bidding 
was intense.  

We also attended the annual Board of Governor’s Christmas dinner 
along with hospital management.  Imperial Sirs Wayne Lachut and Jim 
Cain and their Ladies, Janet and Patsy, also attended the Boston hospital 
events.

The next day we traveled with Imperial Sir Wayne and Lady Janet to the 
Springfield hospital for a tour and introduction to the staff.   Dr. Phillip 
Stoddard, director of the cleft lip and palate program, and Research 
Specialist Beth Roscoe explained a new procedure using reverse en-
gineering to prepare an infant for a cleft lip and palate procedure.  A 
patent on the procedure is being pursued.  It is a miracle of research.  
A video is also available explaining the cleft lip and palate procedure to 
parents and visitors.  

Dr. Deborah Rothman, director of rheumatology, shared her passion in 
caring for children with juvenile idiopathic arthritis.  

A tour of Connecticut Children’s Medical Center with Springfield Hospi-
tal Board members provided insight into a possible partnership.

After a few days at home for Christmas we headed to Pasadena, Calif., 
for the Rose Bowl Parade and Rose Bowl game. The Shrine Hospital 
float in the Rose Bowl Parade featured four patient ambassadors – 
Hunter Woodhall, Jérémy Gabriel, Carrie Holmstrom and Stephanie 
Pineda. The float, with its two big teddy bears, won the Judges’ Special 
Trophy, and was especially noted for its “spectacular effects and show-
manship.”  Congratulations to everyone who worked on creating and 
decorating the float!

The parade lasted two and 1/2 hours and was seen by more than 50 
million television viewers, in addition to the 800,000 people along the 
5 and 1/2 mile route. What great exposure for Shriners Hospitals for 
Children and Shriners International!   Adding to that exposure was the 
opportunity to meet and greet people of all ages who viewed the floats 
on January 2nd.  Many knew of someone who had received treatment at 
Shriners Hospitals or were patients themselves.

A special thank you to the Awesome Shrine Club of Al Malaikah Shri-
ners for hosting an early New Year’s Eve at the San Mareno Masonic 
Lodge for our group.  We 
observed New Year’s on 
EST because our trans-

portation left the hotel the next 
morning at 5:30 and 6 a.m.

We also want to mention that 
Shriners Hospitals for Children 
came in first place in the United 
Airlines 10 Million Charity Miles 
campaign. Thank you to ev-
eryone who voted and helped 
spread the 
word. This will 
be a tremen-
dous benefit 
to our patients 
and to our 
transportation 
funds.

In February the 
Shrine fraternity 
will showcase 
and emphasize the Legacy 
program for Shriners.  
My son and I are proud 
members and proud of the 
Shrine tradition in our fam-
ily.  Please take a moment to 
learn more about the pro-
gram by visiting Shriners Vil-
lage or contacting the Mem-
bership Development office 
at membership@shrinenet.
org or 813-281-8101. 

Efforts are continuing to 
bring “Peace and Harmony” 
between Shriners Interna-
tional and the Grand Lodge 
of Arkansas and the Grand 
Lodge of South Carolina.  
The door remains open for 
additional discussions to re-
solve these issues with both 
Grand Masters before they leave office in February and April of 2013.  
We will keep you apprised of any developments!  Thank you for your 
interest and concern.

The next message will contain information on the Donor Relations Sem-
inar, 88th East-West Shrine Game (the longest running college all-star 
game in the country), Leadership Conference, Texas Shrine Association 
Mid-winter meeting and a visit to Anezah Temple in Mexico City.

Yours in the Faith,

Alan W. “AL” Madsen, Imperial Potentate 
Family Fun, Fellowship and Brotherly Love

A message from the Imperial Potentate
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Featured Hotel: The Hotel Riu Palace Macao, adult only (All Inclusive 
24h) is an impressive 5 star complex located in the city of Punta Cana, 
Dominican Republic at the beach of Arena Gorda: A paradise of palm 
trees and turquoise water for some perfect vacations in this Carib-
bean destination. 

Sunlight, heavenly beaches, coconut palms and a relaxing atmo-
sphere are some aspects to describe this marvelous Caribbean desti-
nation. Here you can relax and enjoy a calm stay. You will find a swim-
ming pool with fresh water, Jacuzzi, a solarium-terrace, a gym and 
the wellness center “Eternal Spa” with different kinds of treatments 
and massages. 

The cuisine of the Dominican Republic offers a big variety, flavors 
and colors dominate on its plates and its cooking has received influ-
ences from the African and Spanish cooking. It has a variety of fruits 

Punta Cana – May 16 - 20, 2013
Package Price Includes Four Nights accommodations at Riu Palace Macao, Punta Cana (adult only all-inclusive resort)

For pricing, call Tammy @ Granite Travel 828-396-1100 
or email tammy@granitetravel.com

First deposit of $100.00 per person due upon reservation. 
Final payment due March 1, 2013
PLEASE NOTE: Guest is responsible for all incidentals at hotel and will be required to provide a credit card upon check in.

For cost on airfare call or email Tammy @ Granite Travel 828-396-1100. Questions email tammy@granitetravel.com.
To make you reservation – Please mail completed form to Granite Travel, Attn: Punta Cana 2013, 28 Park Square, Granite Falls, NC 28630

Disclaimer: Granite Travel has contracted third part vendors to make arrangements on behalf of your group. I agree to indemnify and hold harmless Granite Travel in the event of non-performance of third party.

I wish to purchase traveler’s insurance at $134.00 per person _______ Yes _______ No    (Payment for insurance is due at time of first deposit.)

Name______________________________________________________________________________

Spouse’s Name _______________________________________________________________________

Address_____________________________________________________________________________

Phone______________________________________  Cell phone _______________________________

Email _________________________________________________________________________

Amount to charge to credit card: $_________________ Credit Card Information (Circle One)  VISA  MASTErCArd

Card Number ___________________________   Expiration date _______________  Security Code ____

Name on Card _______________________________________________________________________

I agree to the terms and conditions specified above, and authorize you to charge this purchase to my credit card

Signature of Authorization ______________________________________  Today’s date ____________

PleASe PriNT NAmeS AS 
They APPeAr oN PASSPorT

$10.00 tourist visa – 
payable in cash at Punta 

Cana airport

and vegetables that enrich each plate with a unique flavor. In the res-
taurant’s buffet and the thematic restaurants you can taste the best 
recipes that our chefs have prepared for you to satisfy any palate. 

The Hotel Riu Palace Macao is inside the Riu Resorts complex 
together with the Riu Palace Punta Cana, Club Hotel Riu Bam-
bu, and Hotel Riu Naiboa and like its neighbors it provides of an 
entertainment program that you can enjoy during the whole day. The 
All Inclusive system gives you the opportunity to do several activities and 
sports like table tennis, gymnastics, water polo, volleyball, windsurf, sailing, 
kayak, body board and much more. 

If you want to do some excursions or to visit the surroundings, you will have 
the opportunity to visit fabulous places like the marine park Marinarium, the 
beautiful sugar fields Higüey, Altos de Chavón, the Isla Saona, and the Carib-
bean Cachondeo.



PAGE 16     February 2013    DESERT DUST

Mail & Computer Services Made Easy...!

Complete Direct Mail Marketing Solutions

704-335-9907 • www.alphamail.com

Mailing Services
•  Inkjetting & Labeling
•  Inserting & Folding
•  Sorting & Handwork
•  Product Fulfillment

Computer Services
•  Barcode
•  Carrier Route
•  Merge/Purge/Dedupe
•  Data Entry & Mail Lists

Proceeds benefit the Winston-Salem Shrine Club

~ Annual Conrad Livingston Memorial ~

SHRIMP AND 
OYSTER FEAST

February 23, 2013 from 3:30 to 7:00

$30.00 IN ADVANCE 
$35.00 AT THE DOOR

WINSTON-SALEM SHRINE CLUB
4909 HAMPTON ROAD, CLEMMONS, NC

GLENN PILCHER    
336-766-9005   •   336-998-2486

December 8th was busy 
day at Lincoln County 
Shrine Club (LCSC).  

Our installation of officers cer-
emony  was set for the same 
day as the annual “Cat Square 
Christmas parade”.  Early in the 
morning units from across NC, 
including “The Gators” from 
Catawaba county, The Shrine 
Color-Gaurd and Clan #13 Hill-
Billys. started to arrive and 
gather with friends, family and 
local members for a meet and 
greet and a good meal before 
the installation ceremony be-
gan.  Noble Doug Mayes arrived 
and spoke to the crowd before 

handing the floor over to our 
Potentate H. Mike Cook who 
offered words of wisdom to our  
upcoming officers.  Potentate 
H. Mike Cook offered a few 
words of advice for our new of-
ficers and then began the instal-
lation ceremony. Upon conclu-
sion of the installation pictures 
were taken and everyone was 
ready, the LCSC float and other 
units set off for the parade line 
up and awaited the beginning 
of the Cat Square Christmas 
parade. Noble Doug Mayes hav-
ing been elected as Grand Mar-
shall lead the parade in a red 
chevrolet corvette. LCSC and 

several other units followed 
behind as well as many other 
local and state businesses and 
school  orginizations. After the 
parade, folks returned to LCSC 
and began the process of load-
ing back up.  Good-byes were 
said  as friends from units and 
clubs across North Carolina left 
out.  It had been a very busy 
day at Lincoln County Shrine 
Club but we were all left with a 
huge sense off accomplishment 
and are looking foward to the 
upcoming year to do as much 
work as we can for those that 
we help.  
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A North Surry stu dent’s 
senior pro  ject earned 
$3,500 to support the 
work of children’s hospi-
tals and her efforts have 
also been recognized by 
a Shrine Club Potentate. 
 
“I’ve been thinking 
of this project since 
I was a freshman,” 
said Madison Ver-
non. “I wanted to give 
back, to help people.” 
 
The idea fell in place for 
her as she was complet-
ing a five-page paper on 
social work, a topic she 
chose for the senior proj-
ect. She remembered 
growing up and seeing 
her grandfather, Terry 
Scott, set an example of 
service to others as part 
of his Surry Shrine Club 
work to support a total 
of 22 children’s hospi-
tals in the United States, 
Canada and Mexico. 
 
Vernon approached Scott 
about using the local Red 
Fez Club building for a 
benefit bingo event. He 
wholeheartedly agreed. 
Vernon’s mother, Tara, 
also pitched in to help. 
Madison Vernon said she 
was mentored on the 
fundraiser by Sheree 
Gough, who was her 
source for Longaber-
berger Baskets for the 
benefit bingo. Vernon 
also went out in the 
community and solicited 
door prizes for the event. 
 
Her uncle, Earnie John-
son, made two custom 
Shrine-themed corn hole 

boards which were also 
raffled off. Vernon said 
she sold 1,000 tickets 
for the corn hole set. On 
the night of the bingo, 
Vernon drew the name 
of the winner and it 
was Johnson. He im-
mediately donated the 
set back to the cause 
and it was auctioned 
off for additional funds. 
 
“This was my first time 
going out and asking for 
support for something 
like this,” said Vernon. 
“I was nervous but my 
family pitched in and 
helped to make this 
possible.” She said she 
had previously worked 
on Special Olympics 
through North Surry. 
 
“This was my first op-
portunity to really pay 
it forward,” added Ver-
non. “Special Olympics 
opened my eyes on what 
I could do. This proj-
ect was the real deal.” 
 
Vernon, who is also a 
National Honor Society 
member, plans to attend 
either Appalachian State 
or The University of 
North Carolina in Char-
lotte and would like to 
major in human services. 
 
“This was great. I feel 
like I made the biggest 
impact I could ever have 
made with this. It warms 
my heart,” said Vernon. 
 
Shrine Potentate Mike 
Cooke traveled to 
Mount Airy for the 
check presentation cer-

emony on Wednesday. 
 
“This young lady has 
proved that working 
together can accom-
plish so much,” said 
Cooke. “The motto of 
caring, loving, laugh-
ing and sharing when 
we do things makes it 
all worthwhile. When 
I meet a young lady 
like you I know there 
are people who care.” 
 
Cooke praised the mem-
bers present that are 
grandfathers which set 
an example of commu-
nity service through the 
Shrine Club for their 
families. He said the 
donation was enabled 
by Scott’s enthusi-
asm and told the group 
to keep encouraging 
nephews and others. 
 
“You (Madison Vernon) 
wouldn’t have done this if 
it wasn’t important to him 
(Terry Scott),” continued 
Cooke. “The Shriners have 
22 children’s hospitals 
with a budget of more than 
$734 million that treat pa-
tients even if they do not 
have the ability to pay. 
Without people like Madi-
son we couldn’t do this.” 
 
He told Vernon her work 
would touch lives that 
she would never know. 
 
“We (Shriners) are a family 
and we can do things to-
gether. We have clubs that 
don’t raise this much in a 
year,” joked Cooke. “This 
accomplishment is huge.”

Student Raises Donation for Shriners Hospital

Captain Jim Church  336-215-5656
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Shrine year 2013 has begun 
in earnest and The Oasis 
Patrol is already galloping 
hard on our fine Arab Char-
gers to serve Oasis Shri-
ners.

Speaking of social network-
ing, Patrol 2nd Lieuten-
ant Chris Hall has created 
an Oasis Patrol FaceBook 
page. It has plenty of im-
ages, updates and positive 
feed-back. So visit www.
facebook.com/OasisPatrol 
and ‘like’ it.

On Friday evening January 
4th Oasis held it’s annual 
Clubs and Units Apprecia-
tion Night. The Oasis Patrol 
and some individual mem-

bers picked up some award 
hardware from out-going 
Potentate; Ill. H. Mike Cook.

The next evening all of 
Oasis bid farewell to First 
Lady Cathy and Ill. H. Mike 
Cook and by virtue the life-
long title of Past Potentate 
was bestowed upon him. 
The Patrol 1st Lieutenant 
became overwhelmed with 
proud emotion as he es-
corted the new P.P. from the 
Oasis stage. Our newest P.P 
and Lady Cathy rode their 
ever faithful steed ‘Clyde’ 
deep into the Desert to a 
refreshing point of reclama-
tion as a reward for a job 
well done by a good and 
faithful servant.

Illustrious Sir Fred Laxton 
was installed Oasis Shri-
ners Potentate for the 2013 
Shrine Year. Patrol Captain 
Peter presented gifts and 
declared our commitment of 
continued service to Oasis. 
Since 1910 a principle tenet 
of The Patrol is “To Serve at 
the Will and Pleasure of the 
Potentate”. Congrats Ill. Sir 
Fred.

Next the Patrol officers at-
tended Oasis Clubs and 
Units Orientation where all 
new incoming officers of 
Oasis received the proper 
processes for managing his 
Shrine Club or Unit.

After that The Oasis Patrol 

migrated to St. Petersburg 
Florida for a special Color 
Guard field presentation at 
the beginning of the East-
West Shrine Game. A spe-
cial shout-out of ‘Thanks’ to 
Imperial Sir Al for the stel-
lar opportunity.

The Oasis Patrol is highly 
endorsing and attending 
en-mass Oasis’ Only Formal 
Valentine’s Dinner Dance to 
be held at the cozy confines 
of Mecklenburg Shrine Club 
on Saturday evening Feb 
16th. Make your RSVP res-
ervations with pre-payment 
as soon as possible. Do it – 
now.

            Oasis shriners

March will bring an annual 
Patrol right of passage; Past 
Captain’s Night. This year 
we will relocate the prop 
trailers and refreshments 
back to Mecklenburg Shrine 
Club where many fine Pa-

trolmen have been the en-
tertainment over the years.

Keep looking to the healthy 
and happy as we pray for 
our sick and hurt.

eSt. 1910

Respectfully Submitted; 
Bob Saye, 1st Lieutenant

“We keep moving forward, opening 
new doors, and doing new things, be-
cause we are curious and curiosity 
keeps leading us down new paths.”

(Noble) Walt Disney; 1901–1966

Patrol Unit
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Got a 
bike and 
want to 
ride for 

Children, 
Prizes, 

and Fun?

ShrinerS On BikeS

COme jOin uS!
Captain Pat Glover 

704-634-3025

SOB - Are YOu One?

Come visit us and feel the rush of excitement.

Captain Donnie Wrenn
980-521-3523

Oasis Dune Cats jumping 
hurDles fOr ChilDren

The Officers of Oasis 
Scooter Patrol were 
once more honored 

by being installed to their 
office by the Potentate of 
Oasis Shrine in the first in-
stallation of the year.  Illus-
trious Sir Fred Laxton served as 
Installing Officer at the Head-
quarters location during the 
36th Annual Cox New Year’s 
Day Pigpickin’.  Installed were 
Captain David Ricketts, 1st Lt. 
Brian Bailey, 2nd Lt. Ted Ce-
sine, Secretary Vance Sauls, 
and Treasurer Terry Cox.

Approximately 65 guests 
attended the Installation, 
and were later treated to 
a fine meal of barbecue, 
pinto beans, slaw, collard 
greens, corn bread, and 
a wealth of deserts, and 
were given the opportunity 
to make contributions to 
the Shrine Children’s Hos-
pitals, and to the Ameri-
can Liver Foundation.   
This event marks the 36th 
year Noble Terry Cox and 
his family have held this 
event.  

Installation of  Officers 
Becomes a New Year’s 

Day Tradition
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Back in the 1970’s, Shriners International had 
over one million members and Oasis had over 
15,000.  Today, we are dangerously close to fall-

ing below 300,000 with Oasis falling below 6,000.  So 
what can we do?  The first two lines of the Shriners 
International Mission Statement might just hold the 
answer.  

The number one goal of Shriners International is to 
be the premier fraternal organization for men of good 
character.  Brothers, there is no question, we have re-

cruited some great men and we are a  great fraternity.  
So if it’s not recruitment, why have 260 Nobles still not 
paid their dues for 2012?  

The Mission Statement continues that we are to provide 
attractive, quality programs and services for our mem-
bers, their families and their friends in a spirit of fun, 
fellowship and social camaraderie.  Make special note 
of the inclusion of the family and our friends.  How 
many of our Clubs or Units have gone stale holding the 
same fundraisers and the same events year after year 

- none of which include the families or non-Shriners?

For the past seven years, I have served as a member 
of the Oasis Speakers Bureau and have met with many 
great Shriners.  It is obvious to me that the Clubs and 
Units that are growing are the ones that include the 
families and friends.  So why don’t more of our Clubs 
and Units include the families or friends?  When was 
the last time you took your wife to a meeting, involved 
your kids in a fundraiser or showed your friends why 
we do what we do by taking them to the Hospital?  No-

bles, if we do not find ways to include 
the family and our friends in this great 
philanthropy of ours, we will not grow 
– plain and simple.

What will make the biggest difference 
in recruiting and retaining members?  
You – the Noble working so hard in 
your Club or Unit.  But, it will be our 
Ladies and our families supporting us 
in the work we do.  Find a way to get 
the Ladies involved.  Find a way to in-
clude your family and friends.  I look 
forward to visiting your Club or Unit 
and sharing in your success.

Send your membership success stories 
to me at ken.bowen@att.net.  Then, 
keep watching this article for ideas 
and stories about the successes of our 
Clubs and Units in growing their mem-
bership.  Maybe you will find some-
thing here that may just turn your Club 
or Unit around.  And your idea might 
just be the one that stops that Brother 
from demitting or keeps that Club or 
Unit from turning in its charter.  Here’s 
to a great 2013!

A message from Ken Bowen, Membership Chairman
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    The tenth annual Outdoors-
man’s Bonanza will be held 
Saturday, March 23, 2013.  The 
prize package is the largest ever 
with over $162,500 in prizes to 
be given away.  The event will 
be held at Market Station (West 
Main Street) and will draw a 
crowd for the entertainment, 
food, and the cash and prizes 
to be given away the day of the 
event.  

  There will be special early-bird 
drawings at noon for those who 
purchase tickets before Febru-
ary 14.  The early bird drawing 
includes a John Deere Gator, 
two drawings of $2,500 each 
and ten drawings of $1,000 
each. The thirteen (early bird) 
winning tickets will go back in 
the drawing for the grand prize 
drawings starting at 12:35 pm. 

     The grand prize drawings will 
include an additional John 
Deere Gator, a 2013 Honda 
TRX, EZ-GO Mossy Oak camou-
flage golf cart, a 2013 Harley-
Davidson Softail Deluxe, a 2013 
Harley-Davidson Softail Fat Boy, 
a 2013 Tahoe Pontoon,  a 2013 
Chevrolet 4x4 Crew Cab, eight 
guns, a gun safe and 12 cash 
prizes.   The 2013 Chevrolet 4x4 
Crew Cab truck is on display at 
Friendly Chevrolet Buick in Albe-
marle.

     Doors will open the day of the 
event at 11:00 am and ticket 
holders do not have to be pres-
ent to win.  Only 3,200 tickets 
will be sold for this year’s Out-
doorsman’s Bonanza and tickets 
sold out last year in February.  
Bonanza tickets are $100 each 
(cash or check only) and may 
be purchased in Albemarle at 
Friendly Chevrolet Buick, Quality 
Equipment (John Deere), God’s 
Country Outfitters, RPM Cycles 
and the Albemarle Down-
town Development Corpora-
tion.  They are also available in 
Norwood at Cadillac Sign and 
in Troy at Friendly Chevrolet 
Buick or from a member of the 
Outdoorsman’s Bonanza plan-
ning committee.  Members 

include:  Beth Plowman, Rudy 
Cranford, David Horton, Jimmy 

Russell, John Drew, Kathy 
Almond and Folger Koontz.   

All proceeds from the bonanza 
benefit the Stanly Regional 

The Tenth Annual outdoorsman’s Bonanza

Medical Center Foundation, 
the Albemarle Downtown De-

velopment Corporation and 
the Stanly County Shrine Club.   
 

SATURDAY, MARCH 23

Visit www.outdoorsmansbonanza.com or call 704-982-3888 for more information about this event.
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ended the Merry Christmas 
waving and “gatoring” around 
5 pm...but it was  beautiful 
weather and a  fun day for us 
and (we  hope) for those  who 
viewed the parades. 

Saturday, December 8th... 
80+ Gators, Gals and friends 
found their way to the annual 
gathering at Allen and Doris 
Leatherman’s man cave garag-

es in Plateau for 9 am breakfast dining of cubed tenderloin 
and gravy, scrambled eggs and biscuits, coffee and other 
juices .   Captain David Bowman and Judy welcomed the 
Gators and guests. Special guests were the Shriner’s pa-
tient Jacob and his parents...his Dad spoke and we were 
reminded so tenderly of what the Shriner’s hospital and 
Shriner’s mission is about ...Potentate in waiting (2013 ) 
Fred Laxton and his wife were welcomed and were pre-
sented with a Gator wind “chime”  and were embraced 
with the support from his local Shrine Club.

“How does the time fly by go quickly? “ is not 
an excuse for not writing an article, it’s just 
that the older we get it seems the busier that 
we are...especially since we are retired and 
can’t seem to say “no” to many requests for 
help... including keeping grandchildren and 
cooking at church, traveling, movies, walking, 
and all that fun stuff.  But, back to the article...

October 6th brought the Gators to Fred and 
Judy Medlin’s acreage on Robinson Road in 
Hickory for the Eating Meeting Fish Fry with 
more kinds of fish than this writer has heard 
of...most furnished by Fred and Judy Med-
lin from their fishing trip to Alaska....YUM...
YUM!!  

October 27th ...bunches of Gators and 
friends of Kenny and “The” Vickie Jarrett 
and Allen and Doris Leatherman gath-
ered at the Jarrett’s home for their annual 

haunted trail and wiener roast.

November 2nd- 4th ...the Fall Ceremonial 
was enjoyed at the Oasis Shrine Center in 
Charlotte...

Tuesday November 20th...several Ga-
tors paraded in the Christmas Parade in 
Mooresville.

Saturday, December 1st...Most of the  Ga-
tors and Gals met at Valdese at 8:30 am to 
unload and decorate their Gators and begin 
their day of Christmas parades for a 10 o’clock 
kick-off in Valdese...followed by an outdoor  
PO BBQ Barbeque dinner at the home of Robin 
and Mark Abernathy in Burke County...jumped 
back in the Gators and converged at Hildebran 
for a 1:00 pm Christmas parade...jumped back 
in the Gators and headed east on I-40 for a 
3 o’clock kick-off parade in Claremont...we 

DoNor   IN MeMorY oF:

Bob & Lynn Reid  Benny Parsons
C Douglas Mayes  Bob Carter
Sam & Patsy Eudy  Bob Corriher
Wallace & Shirley Snuggs  Bob Corriher
TW ‘Buck’ Carlton  Carl M Porter
Phyllis J Garrett  Carl Ray
George Hildebran  Charles Duckworth
Deforest Maness  Clarence W Quate
Sticky Burch   Clarence Walter Quate
Fred & Linda Wood  David E Wentz
Friends at Iredell Memorial Hospital David E Wentz
Oasis Desert Rangers  David E Wentz
Robert A Ellis   David E Wentz
TW ‘Buck’ Carlton  David E Wentz
John Damiano   Dennis McCarthy, Jr
Eunice B Robbins  Donald Robbins
Mary Bellinger & Jesse Wilkinson Donna Starnes
Steve & Joan Boike  Donna Starnes
Sam & Patsy Eudy  Ed Ristano
Linda & Ned Cline  Edward Max Kelly
Sticky Burch   Elton Edwards
Randolph Shrine Club  Ester Christine Kinlaw Sibbett
Ruby M Robinson  Frances Yarborough
Carl & Linda Beaver  Frank Smith
Ruby M Robinson  Frank Smith
John Burgess   Gladys Harwell
Sam & Barbara Morris  Glenn Freeze
Bob & Lynn Reid  Harold Parsons
Bob & Lynn Reid  Hazel Parsons
Robert & Patricia Morrison  HL Hinkle
R Neil Johnson  Inez Johnson Waller
Joe & Jenny Deich  J Mike Busby
Royal Order of Jesters  James Musolf
Wib Overcash   Jean Overcash
Sam & Patsy Eudy  Jim Clay
Harvey & Kaye Overcash  Jimmy E Page, Sr
Matthew & Paige Norwood  Jimmy Edward Page, Sr
Sonoko Y Taylor  Jimmy Edward Page, Sr
Gene & Diane Myers  Jimmy Page
Grady & Pat Woodward  Jimmy Page
John & Joyce Little  Jimmy Page
Norman & Patricia Brautigam Jimmy Page
Sun Niles   Jimmy Page, Sr
Gene & Shirley Walser  John “Jack” Baughman
G Edgar & Betty C Conley, Jr  John A Auten

S  Memorials  S
DoNor   IN MeMorY oF:

Price-Davis, Inc  John Alexander Auten, Jr
Dr & Mrs Carson Cato  John Auten
Edward & M Deane Davis, Jr  John Auten
Fred & Wanda Morgan  John Auten
Steel Creek VFD & Rescue Services, Inc John Auten, Jr
Sticky Burch   Joseph “Buzz” Mike Busby
Deforest Maness  Joseph “Mike” Busby
C Douglas Mayes  Kathleen Barker Sherrill
Randolph Shrine Club  Ken Lyndon
Phil & Sara Watts  Kenneth Lyndon
Robert & Nell Henderson, Jr  Lillian Bowlin
Larry & Jane Laney  Mildred B Melchor
Gerald A Abshire  Mr & Mrs AG Abshire
John V Elder   Noble Carl B (Junior) Moore, Jr
John V Elder   Noble Harry Bryson
John V Elder   Noble Jerry Overman
Oasis Desert Rangers  Paul Barber
Terry K Jones   Paul Barber
Winston-Salem Nobelles  Paul Barber
TW ‘Buck’ Carlton  Paul Holmes Barber
C Douglas Mayes  Peg Bullington
Sam & Patsy Eudy  PJ Higgins
Lloyd & Cathy Golding  Ray McMahan
Gene & Shirley Walser  Robert Cudd
Sam & Patsy Eudy  Robin Hill
Sam & Patsy Eudy  Ruby Hendley
Randolph Shrine Club  Ruth C Lyndon
Howard & Shirley Keyes  Ruth Culbertson Higdon
Phil & Sara Watts  Ruth Lyndon
Sam & Patsy Eudy  Sam Warren
Wallace & Shirley Snuggs  Sam Warren
Bob & Lynn Reid  Steve Parsons
John V Elder   Sue T Crapps
Ruby M Robinson  Sylvia Craner
Al & Joyce Clegg  Todd Clegg
Lloyd & Cathy Golding  Todd Clegg
Robert & Elaine Ayers  Todd Clegg
Ronald & Marcia Lebold  Todd Clegg
Bill & Jennifer Causey  Todd O’Neal Clegg
Howard & Shirley Keyes  Todd O’Neal Clegg
Josie L Polhemus  Tommy L Riddle
Sam & Patsy Eudy  Viola Ramsey
Sticky Burch   William “Bill” Langley, Sr
Sam & Patsy Eudy  William Ward “Dutchie”
C Douglas Mayes  Willie Royal

Oasis Oldies
If you have a classic car or are interested in the old classics

come join us for some fun and fellowship

We meet the 1st Sunday
of the Month - Nobles and Ladies
Logan’s Roadhouse in Statesville at 3 pm

Contact one of the following for more info:
Captain: Ron Bailey - 336-769-9780   •  Lieutenant: Charles Hale - 336-696-2652

Secretary/Treasurer: Pat Stanley - 336-240-5728

Saturday, December 8th also continued with the 
Cat Square Christmas parade line up at 11:30 
ish and while we waited, can you believe we 
ate again?? Allen Leatherman’s trailer showed 
up and we set up tables of PO BBQ Barbeque, 
buns, slaw and we had a little snack to hold us 
over until the 2 pm parade ...candy was opened 
and stuffed animals were shared (cleaned and 
refurbished by Mark’s Robin and her daughter 
Jennifer) for throwing out at the parade...Gators  
and Gals were ready for the ride again...It was a 
gorgeous, warm day and and estimated 10,000 
people enjoyed this “country” parade.  Many of 
the Gators returned to the Leatherman’s for left-
overs and vegetable soup after the parade.

And that’s the Way it Was...See ya’ later Gator!

We hope you all had the Merriest of Christmas 
and have a Happy New Year in 2013!!

- Brenda Huffman

F A L L  2 0 1 2
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oASIS CLuBS  ToTAL 

Sandhills   $548 
Golf   $575 
Foothills   $720 
Appalachian $1,382 
Chair City   $2,100 
Shriners on Bikes $2,676 
Red Fez   $4,125 
Surry County $6,360 
Mecklenburg $6,439 
Thermal Belt $7,100 
Rockingham $7,181 
Metrolina   $7,598 
Mars Hill   $7,862 
Elkin-Jonesville $7,990 
Cherryville $8,180 
Catawba County $8,511 
New River   $9,883 
Lexington   $11,124 
High Point $11,958 
Winston-Salem $12,326 
Union County $13,588 
Moore County $14,900 
Randolph   $15,174 
Camping Club $15,333 

oASIS uNITS  ToTAL 

Oasis 500’s  $200 
Big Rigs    $250 
Nascarts    $273 
Provost Guard  $340 
Ritualistic Cast  $450 
Sand T’s    $500 
Potentate Guard  $600 
Ragtops    $735 
Surry Mini Truckers  $765 
Photography  $900 
Wagoneers  $1,062 
Highlanders  $1,200 
Scooter Patrol  $1,387 
Roadrunners  $2,176 
Directors Staff  $2,610 
Gator Patrol  $2,877 
Chanters    $3,171 
Oasis Band  $4,600 
Clowns   $5,261 
Oriental Band  $5,765 
Hillbillies Parade  $7,307 
Keystone Kops  $11,040 
Patrol    $11,737 
Dune Cats    $15,000 
Drum & Bugle Corps  $22,404 
Mountain Buggies  $24,631 

PLAque/ 
PAPer SALe  

FuNDrAISerS
ToP 3 CLuBS

Hendersonville $23,832 

Avery County $19,255 

East Burke $15,691 

ToP 3 uNITS

Mountain Buggies  $4,001 

Drum & Bugle Corps  $1,200 

Wagoneers  $962 

2012 ToTAL 
HoSPITAL 

MoNIeS rAISeD 

$1,370,418

Donnie Wrenn

Earl & Becky Beckham 
in honor of Judy Sullivan

George & Betsy Wilcox

John Sullivan, PP

Kenny & Barbara Ward 

Mars Hill Shrine Club
Moore County Shrine Club
Mount Mitchell Shrine Club
New River Shrine Club
Oasis Band
Oasis Big Rigs
Oasis Drum & Bugle Corp
Oasis Drum & Bugle Corp Ladies
Oasis Dune Cats
Oasis Golf Club
Oasis Highlanders
Oasis Hillbilly Parade
Oasis Keystone Kops
Oasis Mountain Buggies
Oasis Nascarts

Oasis Patrol
Oasis Provost Guard
Oasis Ragtops
Piedmont Shrine Club
Randolph Shrine Club
Rowan Shrine Club
Shriners on Bikes
Smoky Mountain Shrine Club
Stanly County Shrine Club
Statesville Shrine Club
Thermal Belt Shrine Club
Union County Shrine Club
Western NC Shrine Club

Winston-Salem Shrine Club

Donations

DoNor   IN HoNor oF:
Josie L Polhemus  Belinda L Riddle

Illustrious Sir H Mike Cook & Lady Cathy Claudie Strickland

Courtney, Adam, Lily, & Sam  Dad & Papaw Bert (H Mike Cook, 2012 Potente)

Michael, Sherry, Casey & Landon Dad & Papaw Bert (H Mike Cook, 2012 Potente)

The Treadstone Group, Inc  Doug Mayes, PP

Josie L Polhemus  Fred R Lovelace

Dana A Overcash  H Mike Cook, 2012 Potentate

Robert & Lois Compton  H Mike Cook, 2012 Potentate

Staff of Cavin-Cook  H Mike Cook, 2012 Potentate 
Funeral Home & Crematory

Ben Goins   Illustrious Sir H Mike Cook

Bill Harward, PP  Illustrious Sir H Mike Cook

Buddy Ellis   Illustrious Sir H Mike Cook

C Lee Abernethy, III  Illustrious Sir H Mike Cook

David Sumpter   Illustrious Sir H Mike Cook

Fred Laxton   Illustrious Sir H Mike Cook

Jim Rorie   Illustrious Sir H Mike Cook

John Burgess   Illustrious Sir H Mike Cook

Johnny King   Illustrious Sir H Mike Cook

Mike Neaves   Illustrious Sir H Mike Cook

Randy Marion   Illustrious Sir H Mike Cook

Rodney Morgan  Illustrious Sir H Mike Cook

Shea Fadel   Illustrious Sir H Mike Cook

Todd Ham   Illustrious Sir H Mike Cook

Past Potentate Harry Bryant & Lady Ruby Imperial Sir Al Madsen & Lady Jan

Illustrious Sir H Mike Cook & Lady Cathy Joel Aguillar

S  Honors  S

Holland’s Hope

Hospital Monies Raised in 2012
oASIS CLuBS  ToTAL 

Tri-County    $15,808 
Mount Mitchell  $15,945 
Cabarrus County  $16,879 
Smoky Mountain  $17,311 
Brushy Mountian  $18,261 
Lincoln County  $18,960 
Rowan    $20,886 
Robbinsville  $21,152 
Land of the Sky  $22,765 
Mountaineer  $24,575 
Crowders Mountain  $24,802 
Avery County  $25,100 
White Plains  $27,586 
East Burke  $28,390 
Blue Ridge  $29,058 
Piedmont    $30,199 
Western NC  $32,182 
Gaston County  $49,629 
Statesville    $52,836 
Stanly County  $63,771 
Lake Norman  $76,475 
Hendersonville  $77,838 
Ashe County  $83,221 
Greensboro  $90,323    

PASSeD WITHIN THe 
uNSeeN TeMPLe

MeMBer #    NAMe  CITY, STATe  CreATeD        DIeD

17766        Thomas J Haney Monroe, NC   3/19/64          3/19/12

37345        Harry L Hyde Concord, NC   11/7/98          3/31/12

30207         James L Osborne Sparta, NC       11/14/81          7/16/12

35588        Marvin F Enrlich Huntersville, NC   11/17/66          11/29/12

20880        Paul H Barber Winston Salem, NC   10/25/69          12/9/12

37884        Charles E Tomlinson Jr. Franklin, NC   5/5/56          12/10/12

18053        Warren F Belk Kannapolis, NC   1/23/65          12/13/12

22885        B J Cloninger Mount Pleasant, NC   1/29/72          12/14/12

32480        ED Buchanan Jr. Marion, NC   11/9/85          12/18/12

17958        James E LaBarbera Harrisburg, NC   10/17/64          12/19/12

13229        Hollis L Hinkle Jr. Sailsbury, NC   1/15/53          12/24/12

33798        Daniel B Little Winston Salem, NC          6/4/88          12/24/12

20501        Earl C Phifer Stanfield, NC   1/25/69          12/25/12

22365        Jimmy E Page Mooresville, NC   5/15/71          12/29/12

15807        Clarence W Quate Pleasant Garden, NC       5/23/59          1/1/13

FeBruArY 2013

Kenny Walker 

Mike Neaves 

Oasis Scooter Patrol 

Tim & Leigh Daniels 
in honor of Holland Laxton

Tim & Leigh Daniels 
in honor of Illustrious Sir  
H Mike Cook & Lady Cathy

DoNor      IN HoNor oF:
Illustrious Sir H Mike Cook & Lady Cathy      Lori Prockup

Diane Drawbaugh       Michele “Micki” Peters Wagner

Corey M Wilson       Neville Wilson

Illustrious Sir H Mike Cook & Lady Cathy      Noble Ben Goins & Lady Libby

Illustrious Sir H Mike Cook & Lady Cathy      Noble Bill Harward & Lady Evelyn

Illustrious Sir H Mike Cook & Lady Cathy      Noble Buddy Ellis & Lady Wanda

Illustrious Sir H Mike Cook & Lady Cathy      Noble C Lee Abernethy, III & Lady Janet

Illustrious Sir H Mike Cook & Lady Cathy      Noble David Sumpter & Lady Sandy

Illustrious Sir H Mike Cook & Lady Cathy      Noble Fred Laxton & Lady Rhonda

Illustrious Sir H Mike Cook & Lady Cathy      Noble Harvey Burgess

Illustrious Sir H Mike Cook & Lady Cathy      Noble Howard Prevette & Lady Edna

Illustrious Sir H Mike Cook & Lady Cathy      Noble Jim Rorie & Lady Brenda

Illustrious Sir H Mike Cook & Lady Cathy      Noble John Burgess & Lady Charlotte

Illustrious Sir H Mike Cook & Lady Cathy      Noble Johnny King & Lady Theresa

Illustrious Sir H Mike Cook & Lady Cathy      Noble Mike Neaves & Lady Bobbie

Illustrious Sir H Mike Cook & Lady Cathy      Noble Pat Saulsbery & Lady Sally

Illustrious Sir H Mike Cook & Lady Cathy      Noble Randy Marion & Lady Betty

Illustrious Sir H Mike Cook & Lady Cathy      Noble Rodney Morgan & Lady Rita

Illustrious Sir H Mike Cook & Lady Cathy      Noble Shea Fadel & Lady Sandra

Illustrious Sir H Mike Cook & Lady Cathy      Noble Tim Daniels & Lady Leigh

Illustrious Sir H Mike Cook & Lady Cathy      Noble Todd Ham & Lady Mary

Staff of S&R Dental Laboratories of Shelby, Inc      Our Doctors

Lloyd & Cathy Golding       PP John & Lady Judy Sullivan

Josie L Polhemus       Sidney C Lovelace

Carroll W Miller       Wayne & Jane Miller

Illustrious Sir H Mike Cook & Lady Cathy      Wendy Rosales

$100 MILLIoN DoLLAr CLuB:   Douglas & Brenda Sigmon, Noble Robert A Morin, Sr
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